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All the News that is fit to print and 
then some….. 

April 7, 2026 Newsletter 
Volume 5, No. 7 

 

Club Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month. 
Friendship Hall of Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church, 

143 Chota Ctr., Tellico Village. Across from POA office. 

 
 

  

  

                                                                                             
 

It was a beautiful day for our meeting, with 46 members in 
attendance.  4 Kiwanians from the Sweetwater club joined 
us for an interclub.  We were also treated to guitar 
performances by 2 of Ronnie Rapers students. 
 

Happy Birthdays – Page 2 
 

Guest Speaker, Ronnie Raper - Page 3 
 

 Sweetwater Club Kiwanians - Page 4 
 

Madam President, Andrea Johnson:  
• The Program Committee is in need of 

volunteers.  Please contact Andrea for 
Details. 

• Read a Thank You from Kiwanis International 
for our club’s donation to the Children’s Fund. 

• Asked Phil Rothrock when the next scheduled 
Inter-Club will be held. He is working on it! 

 
Rob Orkney relayed his conversation with Donna Kuzdzal, 
Dan’s wife. The Amtryke Presentation on April 2nd, was at 
Harden Valley Elementary School, where Dan’s niece is a 
Special Ed teacher. The niece would have been at the event 
and seen her Uncle Dan if he had not passed away. 

Rob and Dan were good friends. Together they continued 
to build the Amtryke Project. Rob was deeply affected by 
Dan’s death. All our members are saddened by the loss of 
Dan, a cherished friend, and an enthusiastic advocate for 
the Amtryke Project. The presentation at Harden Valley 
Elementary School was a poignant reminder of Dan’s 
lasting impact. His absence was felt deeply, but his spirit 
and passion live on through the smiles of the children who 
benefit from the Amtryke Project. Rob, along with all who 
knew Dan, remain committed to continuing the work they 
started together, ensuring that Dan's dream continues to 
bring joy and mobility to those in need. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

                            
Pre-K Reading -  Page 5 
Lending Library - Page 6 
Pancake Breakfast- Pages 7-10 
Key Club District Convention- Pages 11-13 
Ladies Tea at The Neighborhood – Page 14 
Vonore Elementary School – Page 15 
American Legion Post 256 Girls State & Boys State - Page 16 
Kindergarten Roundup - Page 17 
Amtryke Presentation - Page 18 
 
 

 

         
 

Events are listed in MemberDay under Meeting & Events. 
         

Weekend Food 4 Kids- Page 19 
Let’s Talk Graduation - Page 20 
Shred Truck Event - Page 21 
Iva’s Place Fundraiser - Page 22 
Car Wash - Page 23 
Kid’s First CAC Fundraiser - Page 24 
Fall Pancake Breakfast - Page 25 
Tellico Working Together - Page 26 
 Don’t Stop Praying and Closing - Page 27 
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APRIL 2026– HAPPY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

   
 

1 
Mike 

Simpfenderfer 

2 3 4 
 

5 

 
 

6 7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
Jane Grethey 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 16 
Brad Ford 

17 
Kevin McRae 

Ken Holt 

18 
Al Porell 

19 
 

20 
Ginnie Murdoch 

 

21 22 23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 27 28 
Jerry Wrubel 

29 30   

MAY 2026 – HAPPY BIRTHDAYS 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
     1 2 

Don Klein 
Phil Smith 

3 4 5 6 7 
Diane 

Preston 

8 9 

10 11 
Peggy McRae 
Scott Smith 

12 13 
Janine Julian 

14 15 16 

17 
Ruth Thornton 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 
Ginger Swintosky 

Jane Forester 

25 
Ron Uncapher 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 
Dave Wheeler  -   MarieAnne Hoffmann  -  Debbie Ford 

https://k15626.site.kiwanis.org/
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We were blessed to contribute to Ronnie toward 
his Music Program. 

Pictured left to right: Kevin McRae, Chair of our 
Youth Services Committee, Carter Cass, Ray 
Mouse, Project Leader Co-Chair, Neylee Lowe, 
Beth Mouse, Project Leader Co-Chair and  
Ronnie Raper! 
 

https://k15626.site.kiwanis.org/
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Bev Woodard's comparison of the Pancake Breakfast to a thousand-piece puzzle 
was indeed fitting, highlighting the intricate coordination and meticulous 
planning needed to ensure its success. Just like assembling a complex puzzle, 
organizing the event required careful attention to each detail—from securing a 
venue and gathering volunteers to coordinating food supplies and managing 
coordination.  

 Bev's overview undoubtedly left your head spinning as she detailed the months of preparation leading 
up to the breakfast, along with the follow-up tasks that extended beyond the event day.  
 

Her analogy captures not only the  
complexity but also the satisfaction  
of seeing all the pieces come together  
to create a seamless and enjoyable 
experience for all involved. 
 
BUT the ultimate benefit was when 
Larry Dill announced the Spring 
Pancake Breakfast was THE BEST 
Our club has ever had. We ended 
With a net profit of $12,177.00!!! 
 
 

The pdf was emailed to all 
members. If you would like 
another copy, email me at: 
shorttimer65@gmail.com 

 
The video is on our website 

https://k15626.site.kiwanis.org/
pancake-breakfasts/ 

 
Our Facebook Page also has the 

video. 
https://www.facebook.com/Kiw

anisTV/ 
 
 
 

https://k15626.site.kiwanis.org/
mailto:shorttimer65@gmail.com
https://k15626.site.kiwanis.org/pancake-breakfasts/
https://k15626.site.kiwanis.org/pancake-breakfasts/
https://www.facebook.com/KiwanisTV/
https://www.facebook.com/KiwanisTV/
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We have enough volunteers for April 10th 

2 more volunteers are needed for the last Weekend  
Food 4 Kids. Contact Pat if you can help. 

https://k15626.site.kiwanis.org/
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One of the programs our club sponsors,  
along with Walmart, is Let's TALK. 

 
There will be a graduation ceremony on  

April 13th from 8:30-9:30 am 
at the Lenoir City Elementary School. 

 
If you would like to attend this very 

Special graduation, contact 
Andrea Johnson: 

andreasmail@ymail.com 
 
 

 

 

Let's TALK is an 8-week early literacy program 
in which children, aged 2 years old to PreK, 

attend weekly sessions with their 
parent/guardian.  

During these sessions, the children participate 
in an interactive read-aloud as well as a physical 
activity, craft, and a healthy snack all based on 
the book. The sessions last for 1 hour, 1 day a 

week, and last for 8 weeks each semester.  

Children grow in their knowledge as well as 
social skills through interaction with other 
children in the program and help them be 

better prepared for Preschool. 

 

Lenoir City Elementary School 

 

https://k15626.site.kiwanis.org/
mailto:andreasmail@ymail.com
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April 10th is our next scheduled date. 

Rick Hamm has enough volunteers to help at the  
Shred Truck Event. 

You can add you name to the substitute list. Unforeseen circumstances  
can happen. Email Rick at:  walkerhamm@gmail.com 

https://k15626.site.kiwanis.org/
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Volunteering at our 
 Car Wash Event is a vibrant 
community experience that 
brings people together after 

a long winter's pause. Picture 
the scene: friends and 

neighbors reuniting as they 
drive through the line. New 

residents being warmly 
welcomed.  

 

It's an opportunity to 
highlight your car-cleaning 
prowess while embodying 

the Kiwanis spirit of service 
and camaraderie. Each swipe 

of the sponge isn’t about 
removing dirt; it’s about 

strengthening community 
bonds and creating 

memories. 
 

So, if you haven't yet 
participated, don't miss the 

fun and fulfillment that 
awaits at the Car Wash! 

 
Signup sheets will be 

available at the next meeting 
on April 21st! 

 
 

https://k15626.site.kiwanis.org/
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Mary Procyk would like to have a table of Kiwanians  attend 
this fundraiser for Kids First – Child Advocacy Center. 

 

She will be ordering tickets by Friday, April 10th. 4 members 
have signed up. If you would like to join Mary, Andrea, 

Reba, and Larry, please give Mary a call at: 865-601-4865 or 
email her: Mprosouth61@gmail.com 

 

You can also order from the QR code on the flyer. Tell Mary 
if you purchase your tickets directly from the CAC. 

You can sit with the other Kiwanians. 
 

FYI – Sherri Wampler asked our club to spread the word on 
this fundraiser. Wampler Sausage has donated all the 

sausage for the last 3 Pancake Breakfast. It would be nice to 
show our support! 

https://k15626.site.kiwanis.org/
mailto:Mprosouth61@gmail.com
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 Peace Out, 

Angie Antico 
Editor 

Let us know if you or someone you know has asked for prayers.   

Continue to pray for our nation, our military, the first responders, everyone 
committed to protect and uphold our freedoms. 

 
 
 
 

  

As our Sunshine Coordinator, Deb Ford, has eloquently stated: 
 Pray fervently for our fellow Kiwanians, families and friends as our prayer are heard.  
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