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DECEMBER 2025 
Meetings at noon each 1st and 3rd Tuesday at Green Meadow Country Club; lunch served at 11:30 
Email: maryvillekiwanis.tn@gmail.com; Website: www.maryvilletnkiwanis.org   
Dedicated to building a better community by focusing on service to children and youth 
 

Kiwanis Cooks Pancakes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Debbie Jones, chair of the Pancake committee, shows off the 
cooking of Tom Coulter (center).  Dan Monat (right) led the kitchen 

crew in their efforts. 
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President’s  Corner 
 

As expected, the year has flown by, and the holiday season is 
here. The kids and grandkids are excited in anticipation of the 
big man in the red coat’s arrival. Please make sure to spend 
time with family and friends this holiday season. 
 
We just finished with one of our two main fundraisers, the 
pancake breakfast. I have not heard the final numbers yet, but I 
know it was a great success. I was out of town but have heard 
from several neighbors that attended and they were very 
complimentary. Thank you to Debbie Jones, Dian Trosclair and the rest of the pancake 
committee as well as everyone that made the event successful! 
 
With December brings forth the annual Salvation Army bell ringing. My wife reminded 
me of the story of how the Salvation bell ringing came to fruition. “In 1891, a large crab 
pot was set on a San Francisco street to hold donations to be used to pay for a 
Christmas dinner for the poor. This became the first Salvation Army collection kettle”. 
Thank You to all that help with the annual Salvation Army bell ringing, and to Chairman 
Robert Russell. 
 
We have our annual Christmas luncheon meeting on December 16th. Please try to 
attend this meeting as it should be a fun one with the appearance of Santa! 
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November  4  Meeting  Notes 
The star of the show today was our military veterans.  As has 
become somewhat of a tradition, Robert Russell honored our 
Kiwanis veterans and gave a presentation which emphasized the 
reasons to serve: 
 

• Patriotism 
• Career and education opportunities 
• Personal growth and challenge 
• Family/tradition 
• Economic 

 
His presentation storied his illustrious military career in both the Army and Navy.  His spent his Army 
career from 1968-71 largely in Vietnam.  He departed the Army to attend UT and make the best and 
most important decision of his life, to marry Patsy.  Upon graduation from UT he joined the Navy 
and entered Officer Candidate School.  This provided a platform for his career as an officer which 
included the evacuation of Saigon and Operation Desert Storm.  Starting out as a Commissioned 
Ensign with the Supply Corps in 1974 and he finished his Navy service in 1998 as Commander-in 
Chief Naval Forces Europe/London/UK.  Robert gave us an extensive overview of his journey 
through being an officer in the Navy.   
 
With over a quarter of a century of military service, Robert epitomizes what service to our country 
means.  Robert willingly shares his own badge of honor with each and every person who has served 
our country.  To each and every veteran – THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

At the meeting Robert was also honored with the 
November Spotlight Award.  Robert has continued 
following his retirement to unselfishly serve our club 
and community.  We can all be thankful for his 
service both to our country and to our community. 



December 2025 Maryville Kiwanis Kourier Page 4 of 18 

 November  18  Meeting  Notes 

Whether you have lived here your entire life or just moved here, the 
name TVA is one with which you are instantly familiar.  Our speaker, 
Bryan Johnson, has worked with TVA for over 16 years and is currently 
their Community Relations Manager.   
 
While the name is familiar, many might not know that TVA with 10,000 
employees system-wide is the largest U.S. public power and carbon-
free energy provider.  It’s beginnings in hydroelectric power production 
is what many think of not knowing that that represents only 10% of their current power production.  
TVA transformed an area of poverty, poor farming, lagging infrastructure, and limited economic 
opportunity of 1939 to the thriving area that it is today. 
 
As TVA looks to the future, the fact that already 40% of its power production is already nuclear, is 
noteworthy.  The footprint of TVA extends across six southeastern states including the entire state of 
Tennessee and services over 11 million people.  The emphasis on nuclear is complemented by a 
significant use of natural gas.  Most of the area has embraced nuclear power but there still remain 
some isolated challenges in areas of middle Tennessee.  The luxury of hydroelectric power makes it 
available especially in times of high energy need and will always remain the backbone of TVA. 
 
A common misconception is that TVA is the beneficiary of federal funding.  The primary connection 
to the federal government is in its 9-member board which is appointed by the President and 
approved by the Senate.  Financially TVA is fully self-supported by funds generated from energy 
production.   
 
The world political climate makes cybersecurity critical to protection of the power grid throughout 
the country.  Interestingly, the entire United States except for the state of Texas, is interconnected to 
a massive power grid.  In Chattanooga, TVA has a state-of-the-art operations center which cost $350 
million to build.  This center has 20-foot-thick walls built around a metal cage, has its own 
generators, and can stay self-sufficient if necessary.   
 
Tennessee with its favorable tax status, plentiful energy and unparalleled beauty makes it not only a 
place to visit but a destination to live.  TVA as a national leader in energy production is responsible 

for much of this prosperity and is a valued partner in our future 
development.         
 
  

At the meeting Dan Monat was welcomed as a new 
member to the board of directors.   
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From   Kiwanis  International 
 
Kiwanis International helps children by empowering communities to meet local needs while 
tackling global challenges, ensuring kids grow up safe, healthy, and prepared for the 
future. Through more than 150,000 service projects each year, Kiwanis members fight hunger, 
improve literacy, provide scholarships, and support leadership programs like K-Kids, Builders 
Club, and Key Club and Aktion Club that teach young people responsibility and service. With over 
550,000 members worldwide, Kiwanis raises nearly $100 million annually to fund initiatives ranging 
from local school projects to international health campaigns, giving children opportunities to learn, 
dream, and thrive. 

 
 
 

Key  Details  about  the  K-T    District 
 
 
  
 
  
The Kentucky-Tennessee District of Kiwanis International is a regional branch that unites clubs across both 
states to serve children and communities through volunteerism, leadership, and service projects. It is part of 
the global Kiwanis network, with its own officers, conventions, and initiatives tailored to local needs. 

 
•  Regional scope: Covers clubs across Kentucky and Tennessee, fostering collaboration and shared 

service goals. 
•  Leadership: Governed by elected officers, including a District Governor, Governor-Elect, Vice 

Governor, and Secretary-Treasurer, along with division leaders who coordinate local clubs. 
•  Community focus: Supports projects that improve literacy, fight hunger, provide scholarships, and 

encourage youth leadership through programs like Key Club and Builders Club. 
•  Events and conventions: Hosts annual district conventions and midyear conferences to train 

members, celebrate achievements, and plan future initiatives. 
•  Connection to Kiwanis International: Works alongside Kiwanis International’s global mission of 

serving children, while tailoring efforts to the unique needs of Kentucky and Tennessee communities 
 
Why It Matters 

 
The Kentucky-Tennessee District embodies Kiwanis’ motto “Kids Need Kiwanis” by mobilizing thousands of 
volunteers to make a tangible difference in local communities. From small-town projects like building 
playgrounds to statewide initiatives addressing child health and education, the district ensures that children 
in Kentucky and Tennessee have opportunities to thrive  
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Other  Activities 
Angel Tree Gifts for Kids 

 
In Blount County the Angel Tree program is part of the Salvation Army’s initiative to provide 
Christmas gifts for children in need. This year Maryville Kiwanis had 5 Angel Tree teams take 
up donations to purchase gifts for children in need. Each team member donated at least $20. 

 
Team Wanda members were Wanda Davis, Pete Davis, Jerry Heiny, Linda Ullom, Bob Ullom. 
(Tom Coulter and Paige Thompson are not pictured). 

 
Team Sarah members were (Sarah Delpy, Regina Jennings and Emily Mantooth are not pictured). 
Dan Monat, Robert Austin, Amanda Nowak, Lynn Tittsworth, Carl Van Hoozier. 

 
Team Debbie members were Debbie Jones, Blake Mansfield, Dian Trosclair, Bobby Burke, 
Sarah Bryant Jones. (Howard Kerr and Katie Beeler are not pictured). 

 
Team Julie members were Julie Miller, Denn Larson, Tim Thurston, Bobby Perkinson, Heather 
Larson. (Robert Austin and Ron Teffeteller are not pictured). 

 
Team Patsy members were Patsy Russell, Steve Kiefer, Elaine Russell. (Robert Russell, 
Newsom Baker, Geoff Cusick, Randy Allen and Mike Morrell are not pictured). 
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Alcoa Kiwanians joined us for an interclub on November 4. (L-R): David 
Buck, Chris Mahler, David Nichols, Fred Martin and Division 5 Lt. 
Governor Mike Morrell. 

 

Interclubs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Denn and Heather Larson, Jerry Heiny 
and Pete Davis at Alcoa, November 6. 

Denn and Heather Larson, Kristi Rule 
(Second Harvest representative, and 
Robert Russell at Alcoa, November 20. 
Two others are unknown. 
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Aktion   Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pete Davis, Jerry Heiny, Linda Ullom, Wanda Davis, Marie Roush and Tom 
Coulter at Aktion Club November 20. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the Aktion Club meeting on November 20, Maryville Kiwanis and our Corporate Sponsor 
Community Options presented a Certificate of Appreciation to First Baptist Church of 
Maryville. Shown in photo are (L-R): Marie Roush, Senior Pastor Dr. Bill Booth, Tom Coulter, 
Associate Pastor Gary Stinnett and Pete Davis. The church has generously provided a space 
for the Aktion Club to meet every month. 
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Briefs 
 
In our prayers: Tim Thurston is home recovering from surgery and 

having radiation treatments. 
Tom Antkow’s wife Donna also needs our support. 
Heath Barberry is recovering from hip replacement 
surgery and hobbling with a cane. 
Elton Jones is back home feeling better. 

 
Help for the Kourier 

 
Tim and I welcome any help from you the members to make the Kourier better and more 
interesting for you. If any of you write, please submit any articles that would be of interest to the 
membership. Such articles might be about our corporate sponsors. Please do not discuss politics 
or personal opinions. 

 
Or if there are any of you who have special or interesting photos, please submit those in high 
resolution/full size and we will use them. Also of interest would be any graphics that any of you 
artistic members might have designed and like to share with us. 

 
Remember the Objects of Kiwanis and that our club is here to help our community and its children, 
so articles and photos of that type are preferred. 

 
Items such as interesting quotations, funny adages, historical citations would fit well in the Briefs 
section of the Kourier are also welcomed. 

 
 
 
 
Charitree at the Airport 

 
Each Christmas season, McGhee Tyson Airport recognizes 
organizations whose selfless acts of charity help those in need. 
The Imagination Library project of Maryville Kiwanis is honored 
to be one of those organizations. Wanda Davis, Patsy Russell, 
and Linda Ullom assisted in the tree setup. 
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Maryville  High  School  Key  Club 
 
On November 14, Maryville High School Key Club held its annual induction ceremony for its old 
and new members at the Ed Harmon room. The club now has 93 total members (44 new members). 
Jennifer Sobota and Rachel Minzik are the faculty advisors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maryville Kiwanis members, Patsy Russell, Heather Larson, Dian Trosclair, Mike Winstead and Pete 
Davis attended  
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Serving  Our  Community 
 
One of our new service projects started this year is to help homeless children in Blount County. 
Working with Family Promise of Blount County, Dian Trosclair chair worked to find a bookcase and 
cubbies for the facility. They purchased the cubbies which will be used for storage of the children’s 
school back packs and other items. Along with Brian Rich they received a donated bookcase and 
painted it to be used for a library of books for the kids Maryville Kiwanis will donate. 
Family Promise is very appreciative of all our contributions. 

 
Family Promise of Blount County is committed to providing a path to stability for unhoused families 
in our community. Our main program is structured into three essential steps, each designed to 
guide and support families on their journey toward secure and stable housing. Step 1 is Family 
Shelter. Step 2 is Transitional Housing. Step 3 is Going Home, Staying Home. 

 
These steps encompass a comprehensive approach that includes a safe place to stay, transitional 
housing, and ongoing assistance. Through this three-step process, we are dedicated to helping 
unhoused families regain their footing, find safe and permanent housing, and ultimately, rebuild their 
lives with 
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By Tim Thurston 
 
One of the more interesting to do with photos is 
to make a still picture show movement. To 
capture movement, it is necessary to take a 
“blurred” photo while at the same time keeping 
the background still.  The blurred effect is best 
captured with a long shutter speed. 

 
In the top photo the shutter speed was 1/20 of 
a second and in the second photo ⅓ of a 
second.   Adding a tripod which was used in all 
these photos, you remove any chance of not 
being able to hold the camera still enough. 

 
In the last photo, also taken with the tripod, to 
rapids appear frozen in space due to a shutter 
speed of 1/3000 of a second.  At this fast of 
speed, you could have actually taken this 
picture handheld and gotten the same result. 
That is not possible at the slower shutter 
speeds.  The camera does the work, but the 
result is dependent on what you wanted to 
accomplish before even taking the picture. 
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Another  Successful  Pancake  Breakfast 
 
Thanks to All 2025 Maryville Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast Sponsors 

 
Event Sponsors 
Mr. T’s Propane Vienna Coffee IHOP 

 
Gold (Imagination Library) Sponsors - $1,000 
Atmos Energy 
Clayton Foundation 

 
Silver - $500 

DENSO Manufacturing Tennessee 
Vulcan Materials 

CBBC Bank 
Darrell & Susan Dillard 
Debra Jones 
Heather & Dennis Larson 
Hunter Jones Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Jon & Kristin Dockery 
Kent & Teal Willoughby 

Bronze - $250 

Robert & Linda Ullom 
Robert & Patsy Russell 
Roger L. Newman Co Heating and Cooling 
Rufus & Beccie King 
Steve & Sue Kiefer 
Wanda & Pete Davis 
Window Covering Professionals 

Anderson Lumber Company 
Bill & Dale Henry 
Bob Ramsey 
Carl VanHoozier 
Dian Trosclair 
Dr. David & Shari Erwin 
Ed Mitchell 
EZ Stop Markets 
Jerry Heiny 
Joe & Debbie Matteo 
Katie Beeler, LeConte Realty 
Lynn Tittsworth 

 
Boosters $125 

Matlock Tire Service 
Newsom Baker 
Owens Orthodontics 
Ron Teffeteller 
Roy Fox 
Second Harvest Food Bank of East TN 
Simmons Bank 
Smoky Mountain Honey 
Susan Taylor Bryant Ameriprise Financial 
Advisors 
Tom Antkow, President of Adult Driver 
Services LLC 

Michael Hollenbach Braun & Associates Clint Serr, PC 
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Pancake  Breakfast  Photos 
These and more are available to view or download on our website. 
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December  Birthdays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programs 
 
 

Speaker Title Topic 
December 2 Roger/Regina Jennings Funeral planning Funeral planning 

    
December 16 Santa and Friends Christmas Program Christmas 
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Division 5 Clubs 

Club Founded Members Website 
Maryville December 29, 1919 66 www.maryvilletnkiwanis.org 

     Meetings every 1st and 3rd Tuesday noon, Green Meadow Country Club 

Morristown January 23, 1920 50 None 

     Meetings weekly, Friday noon, Morristown Country Club 

Newport September 7, 1920 75 None 

     Meetings weekly, Tuesday noon, West End Baptist Church 

Knoxville April 5, 1919 47 None 

     Meetings weekly, Thursday noon, Crowne Plaza Hotel 

Northside, Knoxville June 14, 1949 17 www.northside.kiwanis.us 

     Meetings weekly, Wednesday noon, Shoney’s on N. Broadway 

Alcoa July 18, 1951 70 www.k04236.site.kiwanis.org 

     Meetings weekly, Thursday noon, Airport Hilton 

Jefferson County March 12, 1959 5 None 

     Meetings 1st and 3rd Wednesday noon, Perkins 

Sevierville September 28, 2000 20  

     Meetings weekly, Tuesday noon, Applebee’s 

Foothills, Townsend October 19, 2023 15 www.townsendfoothillskiwanis.org 

     Meetings 2nd and 4th Wednesday noon, The Abbey 

 
 

Board of Directors 
 
President 
Blake Mansfield 
(731)234-3991 
blakemansfield@ 
simmonsbank.com 

Vice-President 
Tom Antkow 
(865)336-0952 
Tom.a@drivesafer.info 
 

Secretary 
Heather Larson 
(847)-421-7422 
kiwanismaryvilletn@gmail.com 
 

Directors 
Tony Thompson 
Patsy Russell 
Tom Coulter 
Emily Mantooth 

President-Elect 
Carl Van Hoozier 
(865)250-1160 
cvanjr@gmail.com 

Past-President 
Jerry Heiny 
(865)207-7930 
jjheiny16@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Julie Miller 
(865)556-8506 
jmiller@cbbcbank.com 
 

Ron Teffeteller 
Katie Beeler 
Debbie Jones 
Amanda Nowak 
Tom Antkow 

  

http://www.maryvilletnkiwanis.org/
http://www.northside.kiwanis.us/
http://www.k04236.site.org/
http://www.townsendfoothillskiwanis.org/
mailto:blakemansfield@simmonsbank.com
mailto:blakemansfield@simmonsbank.com
mailto:tom.a@drivesafer.info
mailto:kiwanismaryvilletn@gmail.com
mailto:cvanjr@gmail.co
mailto:jjheiny16@gmail.com
mailto:jmiller@cbbcbank.com
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Objects  of  Kiwanis 
To give primacy to the human and spiritual rather 
than to the material values of life. 

 
To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in 
all human relationships. 

 
To promote the adoption and the application of 
higher social, business, and professional 
standards. 

 
To develop, by precept and example, a more 
intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship.  
 
To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical 
means to form enduring relationships, to render 
altruistic service and to build better communities.  
 
To cooperate in creating and maintaining that 
sound public opinion and high idealism which 
make possible the increase of righteousness, 
justice, patriotism, and good will. 
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Proud  Sponsors  of 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our  Corporate  Members 
These corporate members have committed to have representative at our meetings and have 
embraced our commitments to our community and our child-enriching causes, programs, and 
projects. 
 
    
Blount County Public Library  Blount Partnership (Chamber of Commerce) 
Boys & Girls Club of Blount County Second Harvest Food Bank 
Community Options, Inc. Smart Bank 
Great Smoky Mountain Council of Scouts The Daily Times 
Life Care Center of Blount County The Salvation Army 
Maryville City Schools Vienna Coffee House 
United Way of Blount County State Farm – Hunter Jones 

 
Maryville Kiwanis Website 
www.maryvilletnkiwanis.org 
 
Scan this QR code to directly 
Link to the website. 
 

http://www.maryvilletnkiwanis.org/

