With Father’s Day coming up next month,
KOD .Gordon Belson talked about his dad and the
following excerpts are from his talk today.

“I’m sorry I didn’t tell my dad I loved him more.
I don’t think I loved my dad any more than any one of
you love yours, but I also don’t think I’'m much
different in expressing my love either.”

He goes on...“My dad once told my mom, he
produced three hits...my brother, my sister and me.
And I never took the time to thank him.”

Gordon’s brother Jerry Belson was a gifted writer,
director, and producer of Hollywood films for over
forty years. In talking about their father, Jerry put it
this way...”“ My dad had a long and varied career. |
wasn’t alive during some of his jobs and there were a
few he wouldn’t tell me about...but to list just a
few...he was an ambulance driver, a carnival owner, a
potato chip entrepreneur, a professional gambler, a
rancher, a carpet salesman, a produce broker and
aircraft assembler, a pool hall owner, a desk man at a
bowling alley and finally an actor. All good honest
jobs except maybe the gambler and the actor.”

And Gordon says...“ the job I remember him most
for was the job of being my father.” Gordon
remembers his dad when he was a rancher in
Colorado, always wearing his Western hat and brown
boots. His dad, Gordon says “loved giving me, my
mother, my sister and my brother things to eat. If it
was something sweet, he was even happier.”

During his father’s “produce-rancher years” his
dad would get jobs for Gordon in the packing houses
where he was in charge. Gordon’s job was always the

same...eat a lot of
whatever was being
packed and make
sure the employees
were not stealing
the merchandise.

Gordon’s dad
was a gambler and
he made no
apologies for it
according to
Gordon. Except
sometimes he
would make
apologies to
Gordon’s mother
like the time he drove off one night in their brand
new Buick and returned hours later in a taxi!

Gordon says his dad was never afraid of being
broke and he was never afraid of being rich. The
family lived in big houses with maids and they lived
in motels. According to Gordon his father didn’t love
money for its own sake but he loved buying things for
other people.

His dad gave Gordon a bit of advice which Gordon
feels was good advice...he said, “Just remember son,
there is no such thing as debtors prison” and Gordon
says “this was a maxim that his father and his
children tested to the fullest and none of them were
sent to prison.”

Gordon says he wishes his dad was still alive and
his father’s death forced him to realize he is glad to
be alive. It was his dad’s last gift to Gordon.

The new Stars & Stripes
with the names of the
first responders on 9/11
was donated by
Jim Fahlstrom.

This flag will be our
new club American flag.
Thank you Jim.

UPCOMING DATES
MAY 17 Scheduled KOD is Barbara Chesbrough
PROGRAM MAY 17 Tony Beyer aspiring opera singer
MAY 20 Book distribution at Bush Elementary
MAY 28 Kiwanis One Day at Antique Power Land
MAY 31 Meeting on Steam Up & Pizza Sales @Art Show
JUNE 4-5 KDCCP Mustang Raffle Ticket Sales

at Walmart South
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President
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President Elect
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Vice President
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Secretary
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Board of Directors
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Jim Fahlstrom
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Partial list of Service Projects

* High School Scholarships

* Sponsor Kiwanis Key Club

* Fundraisers for Children’s Hospital
e Free children’s books to schools

* Food sort at Food Share

e Salvation Army Bell Ringing

* Donations of eye glasses

e Donations for Kids Camp

KOD Schedule

May 17 - Barbara Chesbrough
May 24 - Richard Chesbrough

KOD schedule is in alphabetical
order. If you are unable to be KOD
when scheduled, please switch with
another member.

Club Meetings

Tuesday 12 noon
Denny’s Restaurant
3155 Ryan Drive SE, Salem

Salem Kiwanis Board Meeting
Second Monday of month

Div. Council Meetings

Two clubs each

First Tuesday of every other month

Committee Chairs
Budget/Finance
Greg Barrick

Eliminate Project
Barbara Chesbrough

Human & Spiritual Values
John Moody

Interclubs
Bill Hansen

Newsletter
Bob Tribotti

Membership
Richard Chesbrough

Poinsettia Fundraising
Jim Krauth, Bill Hansen

Programs/Speakers

John Moody, Hugh Nelson, Marcia Kelley
Jim Fahlstrom, Norma McKinzie,

Jim Krauth

Public Relations
Barbara & Richard Chesbrough
Don Hallauer

Safety/Risk Management
Sean Downey

Sunshine
Norm Frink, Marty Hallauer

Sponsored Youth Programs
Steve Sanchez

Young Children Priority One
Wayne Frey, Shaun Osborne,
Richard Chesbrough

Webmaster
Bob Tribotti

Interclub Schedule

5/16  Canby noon

5/25  Wilsonville noon
6/16  Stayton noon

7/21  Lincoln City noon

Division Council meetings
are also Interclubs.
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Division 70 Clubs

CANBY
MONDAY noon at Thriftway (upstairs) 225
NE 2nd St, Canby

FRENCH PRAIRIE
THURSDAY, 6:45 a.m. at Denny’s 2919
Newberg Hwy, Woodburn

MOLALLA KIWANIS
WEDNESDAY noon
Passadore’s Pizzeria
111 East Main St. Molalla

SALEM KIWANIS
TUESDAY noon, Denny’s Restaurant
3155 Ryan Drive, SE, Salem

SILVERTON KIWANIS
THURSDAY, 7:00a.m. O'Brien's Cafe, 105 N
Water St. Silverton

STAYTON KIWANIS
1st & 3rd THURSDAY, noon
A&W 1215 W Washington St.

WILSONVILLE KIWANIS
PLEASE RSVP for Interclubs

Public Library on Rebecka St. Wilsonville
2nd Wednesday bring your lunch 12 - 1
4th WEDNESDAY Catered lunch

11:30 - 1

WOODBURN KIWANIS
TUESDAY, noon, Wellspring -
Mt. Hood Ave. Woodburn
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