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 How We Make A Positive Difference 

RF Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

President Jim Head called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  

 



Zoomers were Rich Rima, Barrie Town, Dr. Marlene Bizub, Cay Price, Gov Vaughn, 
Benny Nasser, and Don Johnson. 

 

Scott Ross was Sergeant at Arms.  

 

Rob Knoth led the Pledge Of Allegiance. 

 

RF Smith was this week’s Scribe.  

 

 

 

 

Member Concerns 

 

Rich Hicks led member concerns. 

  

Rich spoke to Bob Evans’ wife, Deborah last week. Bob is still in hospice, but is 
comfortable at home. Also, they have a brand new, bureau style Murphy bed that 
they need to clear out. If you are interested, contact Deborah Evans at 719-331-
9941. 

  

Ron Mangiarelli was recently in the hospital with pneumonia. He has been 
released and is recovering at home. 

  

Scott Ross told us that Bert West, a member of the Ute Pass – Woodland Park 
Kiwanis Club and just a couple years ago was President of Kiwanis International, 
was recently diagnosed with neck and brain cancer. He visited our Club on several 
occasions. Bert plans to be in Houston several months undergoing treatment 
where a brain tumor was removed on Friday. 

  

Please keep Bob, Ron, Bert and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 



  

Rich led a morning prayer. Heavenly Father, We are thankful for each member of 
this club. The friendship and inspiration we share here becomes our message to 
the community that we serve. Let our gratitude continue to unite us, for those here 
and away, bringing help to those in need. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guests and Visiting Kiwanians 



 

We had Rick Couch of the Colorado Springs Kiwanis Club joining us. Also joining 
us were James Martin, Kiwanis Rocky Mountain District Circle KI coordinator and 
Katana Billington, President of our UCCS Circle K club. Mark Anderson introduced 
Dana Franzen, who he has known since he was a kid. Sue Reinecke introduced her 
dear long-time friend, Cathy Gardner. Major Nancy Ball and Jeanette Bernstein of 
the Salvation Army were also our guests (see Salvation Army presentation below). 
A big welcome to all our guests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Programs 

 

• Feb 7 - What's New for 2025 Taxes, Geoff Bradshaw, CPA 

• Feb 14 - TBD 

• Feb 21 - No Meeting 

• Feb 28 - Snow Creek Ranch, Joe and Michelle Kopriva 

• Mar 7 - Member Bios 

• Mar 14 - Gang Activity in El Paso County, Lt. Mike Pitt, El Paso County 
Sheriff's Office 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Membership Minute 

 

Jim Wolf presented today's Membership Minute. We welcomed Dirk Stamp as a 
new member to our Club. 

 

Upcoming events are: 

 

• Feb 10 - Happy Hour at Goat Patch Brewery, 4:00 p.m. 

• Feb 12 - Konnectors at Goat Patch Brewery, 5:30 p.m. 

• Feb 21 - Stars of Tomorrow Auditions 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

New Member, Dirk Stamp  

 

We were excited to welcome a long, long-time supporter of our Club as a new 
member, Dirk Stamp. Dirk is the owner of the local business, The Wine Seller. He 
has helped us with numerous very successful fundraising projects, even putting 
together wine and coffee baskets with Rich Strom during COVID. Dirk told us it has 
been a pleasure to be associated with our Kiwanis Club for several years. 
Especially during the close times during the pandemic – we had a great time. He 
said it is truly an honor to be provided and to accept membership in our 
organization. Dirk is originally from the Midwest, grew up in a small town in Iowa 
that had lots of service clubs and was doing that when he was a kid. He is a long-
time business member of Monument community for the past quarter century. For 
him, it's always been a passion and a belief to give back to your community, and 
he thinks the way we do that is amazing and he is super impressed. Thanks for 
joining us! 

 

 

State DECA at the Broadmoor, February 23 



 

Ed Hettler briefed us on the upcoming state DECA competition, which will be held 
at the Broadmoor on February 23rd. There's a need for judges, and many of our 
members have always served. This is a competition where high school students 
are given business problem scenarios with 15 minutes to build a presentation on 
how to solve. This is the state championships. Winners will represent Colorado at 
the national championships in Atlanta in April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Salvation Army Bellringing Recap 

 

Jeff Baker introduced Major Nancy Ball 
and Jeanette Bernstein from the 
Salvation Army, then presented them 
with a check for $29,869 representing 
the amount that MHKC raised in Bell 
Ringing for 2025. An additional 
donation raised that amount to an even 
$30,000. Nancy Bell thanked everyone 
for their volunteer spirit, noting that in 
many areas of Colorado Springs, the 

Salvation Army has to hire bell ringers. Our volunteers collect almost twice as 
much as the hired bell ringers. The Salvation Army makes great use of the funds 
raised. Thanks goes to Jeff and Mark Zeiger for their leadership managing all our 
volunteer bell ringers. Rob Knoth was recognized as our top bell ringer.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One Can Make A Difference Recognition  

 

Jim Head presented “One Can Make A Difference” awards to Jeff Baker and Mark 
Anderson. Jeff was recognized for outstanding contributions to the Club for 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing for 2025. Jim said it is a huge team activity, but you 



need people at the top to do the organizational work, and Jeff has our deep 
appreciation for stepping forward. Thank you very much! 

 

Mark was recognized for outstanding contributions to the Club as our Scribes 
manager. Mark has served as the manager of the Scribe’s program for the last 
three years. Scribes help summarize our weekly program presentation that is 
included in each week’s K News, and keeping that information flowing to our 
members and friends. Jim said Mark is the guy who arranges for this support. 
Thank you very much! 

 

 

 

 

Colorado Springs Club Car Show 

 

Rick Couch of the Colorado Springs 
Kiwanis Club told us about the 
Colorado Springs smaller satellite 
club’s Car Show, to be held in 
Fountain’s Metcalf Park. on May 
16th. He invited members who 
wanted to place their cars in this 
show to register. Rick also invited us 
to participate in the Colorado Springs 
Club’s golf tournament, which will be 
held on August 3rd this year.  

 

 

 



 

 

 



Bear Creek Reads and Science 
Fair Judging 

 

Mike Luginbuhl told us about the 
Bear Creek Science Fair Judging, 
which will be held at the school on 
February 4th between 9:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Bear Creek will also be 
holding their Bear Creek Reads Day 
on March 20th from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m.. We need volunteers to 
participate in this program, too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kiwanis Day of Giving, February 26th 

 

Scott Ross gave us information on the Kiwanis 
Day of Giving, to be held on February 25th. Scott 
also took time to thank the Dynamic Rotary of 
Monument for their gift to the Heart of Monument 
Playpark with their DayGlo Bingo last week. Gifts 
to the Children’s fund on the Day of Giving can 
impact four children, through book literacy, 
helping provide antiparastic medine, eye exams, 
and many, many other worthy endeavors. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

NFL Pools 

 

Next week is Super Bowl Sunday. We still 
have a good number of slots open on our 
Super Bowl boards. This week we have a 25% 
discount for signing up today. Dan also gave a 
review of this year’s football pools. We had 34 
players in Sally’s Challenge and the Loser’s 
Pool. At $10 each, that’s $340 split between 
the club and the winners ($170 each). For the 
Glenn Scott Memorial Pool, 253 cards were 

sold with $638 raised, $319 distributed as winnings and 15 Sacagawea coins. The 
weekly pools had 328 players, generating $1488, with $744 going to the 
foundation.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

News & Notes  

 

Birthdays 

Courtesy of Frank Wynne 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Humor  



Courtesy of Frank Wynne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Bucks 

 



 

 

Scott Ross had a happy buck for 
Rick Couch, who joined us today 
from the Colorado Springs Kiwanis 
Club and his generous 
contributions to the Heart of 
Monument Play Park. 

 

 

 

 

Rick Couch had a happy buck for the 
MHKC’s contributions to the Salvation 
Army. Rick is a member of the Salvation 
Army board and he told us that the 
$30,000 we helped raise can do a great 
deal of good. 

 

 

 

Dennis Beasley had happy bucks and 
observations from his time as a bell-ringer 

 

 



in 2025. He marveled that he had three 
men in three piece suits that stopped by 
to give $20 each. He also had a nod to 
yoga pants, and was thankful he didn’t 
see any men wearing them. In the parking 
lot he saw three near misses and three 
almost hit by cars, and enjoyed when little 
kids gave, most memorable of when twins 
traded placing a fist full of coins into the 
kettle.  

 

Rich Strom had a happy buck for 
the Air Force hockey team who 
had a solid victory over Sacred 
Heart Friday night at the Cadet Ice 
Arena. 

 

 

 

RF Smith had a happy buck for 
something he saw at the AF hockey 
game Friday night. A young woman 
was set to sing the national anthem, 
but when she came out on to the 
ice, her microphone did not 
work. She carried on, and as she 
did, the fans joined her and 
completed the anthem with her, a 
capella, in a heart-lifting moment. 

 

 

 

Bob Harrigan had two happy bucks, one 
for not having his name tag (does his 
Monument United Methodist Church 
tag count?), and another for Stephanie 
Hayes, who has opened a barber shop 
in downtown Monument. 

 

 



 

 

Kathy Strom had a happy buck 
for Stepahie Hayes, who Bob 
Harringtom mentioned 
(started her new barber 
shop). Stephanie is one of the 
success stories of our Career 
Starter grants program 

 

 

 

 

Greg Bielanski had a happy buck for 
the Off the Wall Art Event that will be 
held in downtown Monument at 47 
3rd Street on February 21st. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ben Bellis had 5 happy 
bucks. One was for Steve 
Sutherland, who is on his way 

 

 

 

Ed Tomlinson recognized Bob 
Johnson, whose 19 year old 
nephew was killed in an auto 
accident last month, but was able 
to donate nine organs to those in 



back from Fort Hood, where he’d 
been to visit his brother who’d 
just come back from 
Poland. Another was for his visit 
with Warren Moore, who’s living 
at Liberty Heights and is 98 
now. Another was for getting 
back to Keystone to ski, another 
for his daughter, who’s doing 
well at the University of Guam, 
and finally for his wife, who was 
with us in November and won 
the drawing. She gave the $110 
she won to provide rice to 
seniors in the Philippines. 

 

need of transplants. Bob also has 
been transporting a niece on six 
hour trips for cancer treatment. 

 

 

 

 

Larry Young had three happy bucks 
for the Major Nancy Ball and 
Jeanette Bernstein of the Salvation 
Army, and for Jeff Baker and Mark 
Zeieger, who managed our bell-
ringing volunteers so well. 

 

 

 

 

Rich Hicks had 36 bucks and 
was very happy since he and 
Becky were able to spend 
several days in Glenwood 
Springs last week to celebrate 
their 36th anniversary. 
Congratulations! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly 50-50 Drawing 

 

Greg Bielanski told us us, , "It Pays to buys 6 tickets." One of those tickets was the 
winner in today’s drawing. Unfolrtunately, he didn’t pick the right chip from the 
bag, so this week’s $82 pot will grow next week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Announcement From Our President 



 

Jim Head announced that he would not be able to complete his term of office as 
our president because he and his wife are moving to Florida the end of March. He 
explained he deeply regretted not finishing the job he had been elected to do, 
but that they had found an ideal property at the right price and just could not pass 
up the opportunity. By our Club policies, our president-elect, Jim Wolf, would 
normally assume the duties of the president when the president is 
unavailable. The Club's Board of Directors will review the situation at the Board 
Meeting on February 14 provide any additional guidance to the members.  

 

Program 

 

 

 

 

RF Smith 

 

Scribe: RF Smith 

 

RF Smith talked us through the Member Orientation, reviewing all the aspects of 
our Club that make it possible for us to complete our mission: "Make a Positive 
Difference for Youth and Our Community."  

 

First, we reviewed the history of our Club, starting as a SERTOMA (Service to 
Mankind) club 52 years ago in 1974. Then we got a picture of how our Monument 
Hill Kiwanis Club fits into the overall structure of Kiwanis International, an 
organization of over 8,000 clubs in 80 countries. Then we looked at the impact our 
Club has on our community: Fundraising >$100,000/year; Granting >$100,000 
(~$50,000 pass through) and Service >10,000 hours/year ($385,000 value). That's 
half a million dollars impact on the Tri-Lakes region and northern El Paso County.  

 



 

 

 

Then we looked at the mission, vision, and core values of our Club. We combine in 
equal parts: Committed Fellowship, Impactful Service, Powerful Philanthropy 
(that's "giving," Barrie), and Excellent Performance. Our Excellent Performance 
comes from disciplined execution according to well-documented and maintained 
governance: Bylaws, Policies, and Procedures. That governance and the decisions 
affecting our Club are the responsibility of our Board of Directors. Uniquely, that 
Board is headed by not one but three President(s), a sitting President, an 
Immediate Past President who is our risk manager, and a President-Elect who is 
preparing to become the sitting President. In addition, we have a Secretary and 
Treasurer as well as three Vice Presidents and four Directors. Each of these 
positions is filled with a highly qualified Club member—and even brand new 
members are qualified to serve on the Board by virtue of their life experience.  

 



 

 

 

In addition to our Club, we have a Monument Hill Foundation, a separate 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, that acts as the giving arm of our Club, responsible for our Powerful 
Philanthropy. The Club controls the Foundation by appointing its Board of 
Directors each year in December and by approving any changes to the Foundation 
Bylaws. Otherwise, the Foundation acts independently to manage our Granting 
Program and to grow our Reserve or CORPUS which today is above $840,000. This 
reserve is there to make sure we can continue to provide a reliable and even 
growing Granting program to make a positive difference for our Community. We 
deliver that impact through partners: District 38 Schools, Tri-Lakes Cares, Tri-
Lakes Chamber of Commerce, and Tri-Lakes Women's Club as well as through 
grants to many other local service organizations.  

 

RF also talked about another part of our Club, the KONNECTORS. Meeting once a 
month, this group is open to other Service Club members and other non-
Kiwanians who have an interest in working together to better our community. This 



Club also provides an opportunity for prospective members to find out what we do 
in an informal environment.  

 

RF reviewed all the projects that our Club does, starting with the Youth Outreach, 
which Mike Luginbuhl covered in detail two weeks ago. Beyond our SIGNATURE 
PROGRAM, Youth Outreach, we conduct seven Service projects and nine 
Fundraising projects. We reviewed how all those things lay out on an annual 
schedule and RF reminded us that none of our Club members does 
everything...each of us should pick what we can do and do that.  

 

 

 

 

RF reviewed how our financial system works, with two separate accounts, one that 
is used for Club operations and one that is strictly for donation purposes. Most of 
our Club fundraising is donated to our Foundation which distributes our Grants 
and maintains our reserve. RF reviewed our dues process and amounts as well as 
how those dues are used. We concluded by reviewing our established 
Membership Effectiveness Standards. These standards define specifically what 
we expect of our members. Questions were answered and RF is always available 
to answer any other questions our members have about how our club goes about 
"Making a Positive Difference for Youth and Our Community.” 

 



 

 

 

 

Quick Links 

 

Monument Hill Kiwanis Website............Monument Hill Foundation Website 

Facebook............Instagram............Twitter 

 

Special Thanks 

 

Senior Meals Drivers & Scheduler - Jim Murphy 

Deliveries: Tues, Wed, Thurs; Senior Center; Grace Best Education Center  

Photographer: Warren Gerig 

Media Support: Frank DeLalla and Liam Wynne 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Meeting Reminder 

 

We need YOU to help with the K-News weekly.  

It's FUN and a great way to support the club's communications efforts. 
Contact one of us to learn more! 

 

Rich Hicks * Mark Anderson * RF Smith  

K-News Crew 

(click on a name to email us directly) 

 

Members receive a link to each week's meeting via email.  

In-person attendance is encouraged. Zoom is available.  

 

Monument Hill Kiwanis Supporters 

 

https://nuqd9aiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017aEF95yRqnbGQqDQYq6kd_hBVfDd4nhE0B-61pdTk-ikJkWLtbUFF6iXmU8r9KrPyZrKshT5tqkwIezWyxwzPs89isHLzettlreGsRD_nxee29QktZR9UgrE0z1z9c3v6KI19xDTwpWprOVbe6va6AVEAniN1Pw-64Psu0_8k0I=&c=-SQkD1BS5gUjleIfcdAWswN8mXmvgMqPHjdGrcJ_7O7Qu_PvbpxXRQ==&ch=8OaV4dBt-P3bMN0JvcNVXaTJXLTmNPxEeN4EiAldNQ_NxrKGs0GayA==
https://nuqd9aiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017aEF95yRqnbGQqDQYq6kd_hBVfDd4nhE0B-61pdTk-ikJkWLtbUFF6aYRcwJp7-PVh7vQPbleThxRuD-lipuYRVx9GgRayqg7NTQg8Sx8F_al7VRbkSrjtKQ4JAI5ZdljS6yc1W17O_qUoP_r8_mgpUWe8pAWpusLV0GjCVbBdU=&c=-SQkD1BS5gUjleIfcdAWswN8mXmvgMqPHjdGrcJ_7O7Qu_PvbpxXRQ==&ch=8OaV4dBt-P3bMN0JvcNVXaTJXLTmNPxEeN4EiAldNQ_NxrKGs0GayA==
https://nuqd9aiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017aEF95yRqnbGQqDQYq6kd_hBVfDd4nhE0B-61pdTk-ikJkWLtbUFF_X0KR9OLa9ux1ljmQaGtqTrTR09z9dV1AlrQyKmr81f4QhQ2KzYcWGzYNse_04pKU01myF6g69MyWwMuqyU00gfsT06AIdy5AWMfJ5Zse2MV7MY22Zcs2XT57zY5iVOaZY2hoTpGmsM&c=-SQkD1BS5gUjleIfcdAWswN8mXmvgMqPHjdGrcJ_7O7Qu_PvbpxXRQ==&ch=8OaV4dBt-P3bMN0JvcNVXaTJXLTmNPxEeN4EiAldNQ_NxrKGs0GayA==
https://nuqd9aiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017aEF95yRqnbGQqDQYq6kd_hBVfDd4nhE0B-61pdTk-ikJkWLtbUFF1pUT9RUEVyfqSqj_yUOw7iOTuX7k79iHP9UAVPTHyi-oX7eledzZTsspWUzjFnfO3GFcXkjjL1gj9lI-I__jX_vtrvhOwMjpy996Sdyawyd4mUrkduFW5gf2wgcugx4gg==&c=-SQkD1BS5gUjleIfcdAWswN8mXmvgMqPHjdGrcJ_7O7Qu_PvbpxXRQ==&ch=8OaV4dBt-P3bMN0JvcNVXaTJXLTmNPxEeN4EiAldNQ_NxrKGs0GayA==
https://nuqd9aiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017aEF95yRqnbGQqDQYq6kd_hBVfDd4nhE0B-61pdTk-ikJkWLtbUFF1pUT9RUEVyfq9V8uF5SyNxKtnvv9EvWwm8Fz30DH7g9wx2PxOIkTgZRzJbFxwKpS5N0wkdVECNhdB4-x_1FPl4J6FhR6WplFnO-zOQlClxei9Y2C9-ptuI=&c=-SQkD1BS5gUjleIfcdAWswN8mXmvgMqPHjdGrcJ_7O7Qu_PvbpxXRQ==&ch=8OaV4dBt-P3bMN0JvcNVXaTJXLTmNPxEeN4EiAldNQ_NxrKGs0GayA==
mailto:rich7100@comcast.net
mailto:mark@marksmywords.com
mailto:rff106k@gmail.com


Partners in Service 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

   

 

Monument Hill Kiwanis Club | PO Box 102 | Monument, CO 80132 US 

    
  

 

 


