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The 2024 Kiwanis International Convention will be July 3-6 in Denver, Colorado. Register now to join your fellow Kiwanians 

for the most dynamic event on the Kiwanis calendar.  

HERE’S WHY YOU DON’T WANT TO SIT THIS ONE OUT: 

1.	 Insights and education. No matter what you and your club need to thrive, we’ve got the expert advice and inside 

information to help you reach — and surpass — your goals. Choose from a diverse lineup of workshops in key categories: 

•	 Growing club membership and expanding club reach. Help members take ownership of club growth. 

Reduce conflict, eliminate apathy and reenergize your club.  

•	 Financial stability and fundraising. Ramp up grant-writing techniques to secure key funding for more 

impactful service projects. Take a fresh approach to fundraising as clubs share how they reimagined stagnant 

fundraisers or created successful new ones. 

•	 Succeed in cyberspace. Maximize your impact on social media. Combat cyberthreats and safeguard club 

information. Level up your Kiwanis experience through our new membership platform, Kiwanis Engage. 

•	 Amplify your service. Learn club secrets for creating more meaningful, effective and sustainable service 

projects.  

From education and inspiration to fellowship and voting, 
a lot of opportunities are packed into our list. 

10 
REASONS: 

THE 2024 KIWANIS 
INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION

By Julie Saetre

https://www.kiwanis.org/members/kiwanis-convention/
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2.	 Leadership your way. Wherever you are on your Kiwanis leadership journey, you’ll find motivation and mentorship 
for your current role — and preparation for the next levels. For leaders at the club, division, district and international 
levels, our targeted workshops will send participants home feeling inspired, prepared and empowered. 

3.	 Kiwanis family fellowship. Reconnect with Kiwanis friends and make new connections from around the world. 
The Kiwanis International convention provides plenty of opportunities to relax and socialize — from the Welcome 
Reception to the Convention Kickoff to the grand finale, Kiwanis Dancing Through the Decades. And be sure to 
stop by the Circle K International booth in Kiwanis Marketplace. Our university/college members are holding their 
convention alongside Kiwanis, and it’s a great opportunity to learn about their amazing service work. 

4.	 Kiwanis Launchpad: Embracing Change. Explore what’s possible when you and your club embrace change. Four 
internationally known speakers share secrets on nurturing lifelong club members and incorporating new ideas. 
Kiwanis Launchpads are short, high-impact and sure to leave you full of ideas. 

5.	 Kiwanis Marketplace. Find inspiration, fellowship, products and more at this convention hotspot. Here, you can 
register for the convention, browse booths from vendors and partners, shop for Kiwanis merchandise (including 
convention-branded items), ask questions, participate in service projects, pose for fun photos and visit Kiwanis 
candidates’ campaign booths. New to the Marketplace this year is the Membership Fair. Pick up tips from clubs 
that have added members! (Interested in exhibiting? Apply by April 15!) 

6.	 Inspiration. From the triumph of love over hate to the power of perseverance, our captivating conference speakers 
will motivate and move you. The opening session features Chris Singleton, a former professional baseball player 
who was 18 when his mother died in a racially motivated mass killing. He has dedicated his life to sharing his 
message of resilience, forgiveness and unity. In 2015, Diana Nyad achieved her 35-year quest of becoming the 
first person to swim from Cuba to Florida. She will inspire you to navigate your own challenges and opportunities 
during the convention.  

>> CLICK HERE <<
Find out more at:

district news  ||   The 2024 Kiwanis International Convention

Photo Credit: James Wheeler

https://www.kiwanis.org/who-we-are/convention-exhibitor-information/
https://www.kiwanis.org/members/kiwanis-convention/
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7.	 Annual meeting. Make your voice heard. You’ll be informed about the business of Kiwanis International, and 
delegates from clubs around the world will elect our next leaders and vote on amendments. Be in the room where 
it happens! 

8.	 Celebrations. From the Welcome Reception and the Convention Kickoff to the Dancing through the Decades 
last-night gala, you’ll have plenty of time to celebrate Kiwanis and the amazing work our clubs and members 
accomplish every day. You can personalize your experience by having breakfast with our Signature Project Contest 
finalists (and seeing who wins the big prize), enjoying lunch while celebrating the accomplishments of our Service 
Leadership Program participants and discovering what’s possible through the Kiwanis Children’s Fund. Then hit 
the dance floor with your fellow Kiwanians — in clothing that reflects your favorite decade. The eight-piece band 
Your Generation in Concert will perform songs from five decades of hits. 

9.	 Extras for early birds. The first 1,000 registrants for the full convention package will each 
receive a free ticket to see the Colorado Rockies take on the Milwaukee Brewers July 4 at 
Coors Field. After the game, stay for a special fireworks display. (Note: Transportation to 
or from the game will not be provided.) On Wednesday, July 3, a lucky group will go on 
a field trip with Landscape Structures to an amazing playground near Denver. Act fast — 
only 50 spots are available! (Transportation and lunch are included. Book the tour through 
your conference registration confirmation email.) 

10.	Destination Denver. In the Mile High City, you can dine at award-winning restaurants, sip craft beer in one of 
many breweries, tour historical sites, join an ATV tour, take the family to Denver’s world-class zoo or its downtown 
aquarium — design your own adventure! Or use Denver as a starting point for exploring the Rocky Mountains, 
only two hours away from the city. 

district news  ||   The 2024 Kiwanis International Convention



4        KiwanisMichigan   April/May 2024

Attention:  Club Presidents, Secretaries & Bulletin Editors;  
Lt. Governors and District Chairpersons.  Submit all articles, photos and 
video to districtoffice@mikiwanis.org.   All photo and artwork must be 
sent as either jpg or bmp files. Video must be sent as mpeg files.

Builder Publication Schedule

THE MICHIGAN BUILDER 
is published Bi-monthly for $20 per year, by 
The Michigan District of Kiwanis, 
P.O. Box 231, Mason, MI 48854. 
Articles are due to the editor by the 5th of the month 
prior to the month of publication.

calendar  ||   FEB/MAR 2024   calendar & officers

Issue       Deadline           Issue         Deadline
Feb/Mar	 Jan. 5	 Aug/Sept.	 July 5
Apr/May	 Mar. 5	 Oct/Nov.	 Sept.5
June/July 	 May 5	 Dec/Jan 	 Nov. 5

Michigan Builder
Michigan District of Kiwanis International
(USPS344-660)
Vol. LXXXVII
APR/MAY 2024  No. 4
Phone:  (517) 676-3837
Toll Free:  (877) MIKIWANIS
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E-Mail: executivedirector@mikiwanis.org
www.mikiwanis.org
GOVERNOR
Renea Callery

GOVERNOR-ELECT
Frank Palazzolo
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Vicki Okuniewski

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Greg Smith
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Fountain Communications, Inc. 
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email: julanne1@me.com
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lynngraphics.net

April

May

1	 Lt. Governor-Elects for 2024-25 due

6	 KiwanisONE Divisions 10 &17					  
	 Circle K GATC

20	 KiwanisONE Divisions 19 & 20 & 21

26	 U.S./Canada Goodwill Dinner Marysville

30	 Club Delegate forms for Kiwanis International 			
	 Convention Due

4	 Club Boards should elect delegates to 			 
	 District Convention in Mundy Twp

4	 Michigan District Day of Service

4	 KiwanisONE Divisions 11 & 12					  
	 Key Club GATC

7-9	 Club Opening

11	 Third District Board Meeting - 9:30am, Mason

17-19	 Lt. Governor Training - Lansing

18	 Foundation Earl O'Brien Fishing Tournament

20	 Final District Convention Planning Meeting- Mundy

24-27	 MEMORIAL DAY- District Office Closed

http://lynngraphics.net
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governor  ||  leap, leap, leap

Renea Callery
2023-24 Governor 
Michigan District

ReneaKiwanis@gmail.com

 LEAP
       YEAR An extra day for 

those planning our 
KiwanisOne events

KiwanisOne event where we Re-Connected again this year to kick off our first 
KiwanisOne that was held by Divisions 5 & 6.  We didn’t stop there.  The Leadership 
Team and I continued our journey to attend Divisions 1 & 2, and then Division 13 & 14. 
We continued on and enjoyed Divisions 16 & 18, then Divisions 3 & 7.   In April will be 
Divisions 10 & 17 and Divisions 19, 20 & 21.  Our final KiwanisOne event will end our 
journey on May 4th at Divisions 11 & 12. 

Each one has been a remarkable success. Our new members and seasoned members have 
participated in our education sessions and their clubs received awards for the continued 

jump  to the next...
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great service in their community. The clubs that 
received the most points for Outstanding and 
Distinguished Clubs, were also given an award for 
reaching the points needed to receive this award. 

Attending the Kiwanis events organized for each 
division is of paramount importance as it fosters 
unity, collaboration, and a sense of belonging 
among members. These events provide an 
invaluable platform for members from different 
areas to come together, share ideas, and learn from 
one another. By participating in divisional events, 
Kiwanis members can strengthen their bonds, 
build a stronger support network, and enhance 
their overall club experience. Additionally, these 
gatherings often offer unique opportunities 
for personal and professional growth through 
workshops, networking sessions, and service 
projects tailored to the specific needs of those 
divisions.

As I attend these events, I listen to conversations 
and hear the need on how to grow and strengthen 
our membership.  Our Membership team is led by 
Sharon Gwizdowski., with team members, Larry 
Memmer, Mark Ott, Don Stilwell, Bruce Rayce, Fran 
Babbage, Cindy Cissold, Governor-elect Frank 
Palazzolo, Past Governor Vicki Okuniewski, Greg 
Smith, Sue Devon and guided by our International 
representative Miranda Burton. Monthly meetings 
are held to prepare for information needed to 
present at our KiwanisOne events. If your club 
would like a Boost, or a Two for Two demonstration 
or help, just reach out to anyone of these leaders 
and they will be more than happy to help you. 
I know we have and continue to hear about how 
important membership is to our clubs, and that’s 
because it is a topic which will never go away.  If 
we don’t have a strong-based organization made 
up of members, we don’t have Kiwanis.

Membership in organizations like Kiwanis is crucial 
for the growth and sustainability of the club. 

By becoming a member, individuals have the 
opportunity to contribute to meaningful causes, 
connect with like-minded individuals, and make 
a positive impact in their community. A diverse 
membership base brings a range of perspectives, 
skills, and resources to the table, enriching the 
club’s ability to conduct its mission effectively. 
Members of Kiwanis can actively participate in 
growing their club by engaging in recruitment 
efforts and reaching out to potential new members. 
Hosting open houses, community events, and 
informational sessions can help raise awareness 
about the club and attract individuals who share 
its values and goals. Additionally, members can 
serve as ambassadors for the club by sharing their 
experiences and insights with others, showcasing 
the benefits of being part of the Kiwanis family. 
There are over 5,000 Key Club students throughout 
Michigan. Imagine if we didn’t have our clubs to 
sponsor them, to support them, to help build their 
leadership skills and basically show them a future.  
Where would they be today or tomorrow?

Encouraging collaboration, fostering a sense of 
belonging, and recognizing members for their 
contributions are essential elements in cultivating 
a thriving and engaged membership base within 
Kiwanis. By working together towards common 
goals, members can ensure the continued 
success and impact of the club for years to come. 
We would love to have you join our membership 
team and keep Kiwanis growing strong for years 
to come.  Will you join me?

Thank you all for everything you do in Service for 
your Community and Children!

governor  ||   leap, leap, leap continued
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governor-elect  ||  time: the most expensive gift

Frank Palazzolo
2023-24 Governor-Elect 

Michigan District
frankpalazzolo820@gmail.com

This past month I attended four funerals. The deceased 
ranged in age from 30 to 90. It got me to thinking. None 
of us knows how much time we have, but we do know it’s 
limited and therefore precious.
Our time is said to be our own, but you can’t do two things 
at once. If we give to Kiwanis, we take from family, friends, 
travel, leisure, etc. There is a corresponding saying ‘that 
no dying person ever said I wish I had spent more time at 
work.’ But Kiwanis is more than work.
I say this all the time but it’s true. Kiwanis saves lives, Kiwanis 
changes lives and Kiwanis can help change communities. 
That is a noble cause. Something worth making a sacrifice 
for.
When we give time to Kiwanis, we are making our world a 
better place.  We all want to be part of something that is 
bigger than ourselves and an organization in 80 countries 
with 400,000+ members I believe qualifies. In fact, we are 
also the oldest of the three largest service organizations. 

We are an organization started by generous wealthy 
businessmen which has evolved from a check writing 
institution to a multifaceted service organization focused 
on children. But as its reach has broadened, it now requires 
volunteers from many walks of life.
 As our membership has decreased, by nearly 50% since the 
1950s, the number of service hours required per member 
has to go up just to offer the same amount of service.
This is very similar to a corporation reducing staff by say 
10%. The amount of work is the same, but the workload 
increases for everyone else.  
Remember when I said, in an earlier article, we operate 
under a franchise model. The Michigan District supports 
local clubs, and its 3200 members because we are the 
master franchisor for Michigan. We provide the license that 
allows local clubs to call themselves Kiwanis. The District 
operates with paid staff of 1.5 FTE's. (At one-time Detroit 
No.1, of which I was President, alone with 350 members 
had its own paid secretary). 

The Most Expensive Gift
time:
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Today we have nearly 130 Clubs, not to mention the Service Leadership 
Programs spread over 40,175 square miles. The remaining District 
leadership of 35 Lt. Governors and Committee Chairs is completely 
volunteer. That is quite the sacrifice we are asking of them. 

I know you have heard this before, but it is true, this is unsustainable.

It is imperative we increase our membership. If for no other reason than 
succession. Succession will allow us to continue serving the children in 
our communities. But to do this will require more time and more money. 
I will not ask more of you than I ask of myself. I am asking each member 
to commit to giving 1 hour per month to recruiting a new member. I will 
unveil my comprehensive plan May19th in Lansing at the LTG training.

Lieutenant Governors have NOT had an increase in their expense 
accounts (this includes mileage) in years and not every Club even 
contributes the annual suggested $50 support fee (which by my 
estimates should really be around $200). They need your support. 

My 99 year-old mother frets over all the things she has that hold so 
many memories for her. She directs me to make sure someone in 
the family, who will cherish each item, as much as she, becomes its 
next steward. I promise to try. That is the same promise I make to you 
regarding Kiwanis, I will try.

Will you make that promise for me?
I recently found out from KI that only 30% of Clubs have a Membership 
Chair. That means those duties, in the remaining 70%, fall to the Club 
President. Among those 70% many are not even trying to cultivate new 
members, because the President is likely overburdened. 

Over the years we have done a great job encouraging members to 
provide service but we did not do a good job of explaining what might 
happen if one day there were no other members to provide that service. 

I have actually heard foundation board members at several clubs say 
well then we’ll just write checks until the money runs out and I’ll be long 
gone by then anyway. Doesn’t that seem both cavalier and egocentric. 
Hardly the ideals of Kiwanis.

Many of our Clubs are also composed mainly of older members (not 
that surprising when the average age of a Kiwanian is 63) who like to 
continue to meet, have lunch or dinner, maybe do their traditional 
fundraiser or service project and call it a day. I am not pointing a finger 
at anyone because the reality is once a Club reaches a certain average 
age it is hard to recruit working-age adults. Maybe the answer is that 
these clubs should recharter as a GoldenK Club and allow a new Kiwanis 
Club to take root in their shadow. Either way we must bring in new 
members or start discussing winding down the entire organization and 
who we are going to leave our stuff too. But that’s years away, right? 
Funny how time just creeps right up on you. 

To my mother I am still her 12 year-old son. But the man staring back at 
me in the mirror belies that viewpoint. As Chaucer pointed out, ‘Time 
waits for no man.’ Let’s make the most of ours.

governor-elect  ||  time: the most expensive gift
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executive director  ||  money vs. value

Greg Smith
Executive Director
Michigan District

executivedirector@mikiwanis.org5        KiwanisMichigan    December 2019/January 2020

executive director  ||   twas the night before Christmas

All the members were showing up, even old Bub.
All the Kiwanians were full of good cheer,
As they reflected on all they had done this past year.
They had added some members which would help guarantee
That their club would continue its legacy.
Every guest who came to a meeting was greeted with a smile,
So all the guests thought, “This club is worthwhile”.
Their Signature project had come to fruition
Which helped the club gain some fabulous recognition.
They added a lot of hands-on service projects around the town and at their meetings
As a result, the question of “Who is Kiwanis?” no longer had any meaning.
They had worn Kiwanis items and talked about Kiwanis out loud
Because with all they had done, they were so proud.

They had sponsored a town hall meeting to find out where help was needed,
Partnered with other groups to solve problems which had wildly succeeded.
They even did some fundraising to help their administrative account
So their officers and members could be trained and not left out.

The club was no longer what it once was,
They had made some changes.  They had created a buzz.
With this buzz, the members had eliminated their frowns

Their club was no longer “The Best-Kept Secret in Town”.
Your club can be like this one too,

Just try some changes, try something new.
Then at this time next year,

Your club will be the one full of good cheer.
                     Well, Christmas and New Years 
 are almost upon us,

Greg Smith  |  Executive Director  |  Michigan District
executivedirector@mikiwanis.org

Twas the night before Christmas 
and all through the club,

So Happy Holidays to all 
from Michigan Kiwanis.

Congratulations, new members are joining Michigan Kiwanis.  They are excited about helping you 
make a positive impact with youth in your community.  How can you help to keep them 
engaged and continue to belong and contribute?  How can you help ensure that they 
continue to think and feel that belonging to Kiwanis is a valuable use of their time 
and money?

Here are some thoughts and ideas about this.  Many of these are from 
the book Grow by Michael McFall Co-CEO of BIGGBY Coffee.  I believe 
they are beneficial to all types of businesses and organizations, not just 
for-profit ones.

The first step is based on the following premise about your 
outlook and culture.  Let's take a look at the quote by Charles 
Darwin.

Many of these ideas are tips for leaders to be more effective, but 
they can apply to all your members. They will help you retain your 
members by building value into your member’s Kiwanis experience.

How do we market to existing members?  Ask them “How can I be 
helpful?”  Members may not believe that you care about them, so we need 
to overcome that. People look for a safe environment where they can feel 
free to express their ideas and opinions.  Up to 80% of people are not engaged 
because they are spending time trying to make their environment safe.  We need 
to work on transferring them from disengaged to engaged.  Create that environment so 
their time can be focused on our various missions whether it’s the club, division or district.  Unlock your 
members’ potential. Help bring value to each member. Use the Stone Soup example: each person 
brings one ingredient to contribute.  Give your members a quest.  They need to know what all of this 
is for.

Specifically for all leaders:

	● Cede control of the team.

	● Shut Up (you are not smarter than the group).

	● Focus on building trust.

	● Show up for your members how your members need you to be.

	● Never waste people’s time.  Be organized.  If it can take 5 minutes, don’t take more.

Work on building that whole team so the old “80/20” rule doesn’t apply anymore.  We need everyone 
to help make a difference.  Let’s set this up for all of Michigan Kiwanis so everyone will want to 
participate and are valued.

Bringing Value to your 
Kiwanis Club or 
Division or District

IT’S NOT THE 
STRONGEST OF THE 

SPECIES THAT SURVIVE, 
NOR THE MOST 

INTELLIGENT, BUT THE 
ONE MOST RESPONSIVE 

~by Charles Darwin

TO CHANGE.
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https://k12.site.kiwanis.org/2024-u-s-canada-
goodwill-dinner/

It is my pleasure 
to announce the 
2025 Key Leader 

Coordinator

district news ||   2025 key leader coordinator

Kelley 
PariseKelley Parise – I am currently a member of the 

Kiwanis Club of Clinton Twp and have been a 
Kiwanian for 20 years. I am a former member of the 

Utica Shelby Club where I served on the board for 
over 10 years, was club president and served two 

years as LTG for Division 3.  I also served on the 
Utica Shelby Foundation board for over 10 years.

While with Utica Shelby I helped organize Mission 
Jamaica with Mark Rabaut for several years - we 
and a group of volunteers traveled to Montego 
Bay annually to work at Westhaven, a home for 

disabled youth - we are looking to reinvigorate this 
program hopefully as soon as next year. 

After having my son, I moved over to the Clinton 
Twp club with my best friend Lori Stillwell. I serve 

with Lori as our Golf Outing Chairperson and serve 
on the committee for our Kids Christmas party.  I 

have chaired so many fundraiser’s and committees 
I cannot even keep track anymore but I really 

want to be involved with and help kids, so I am 
extremely excited to chair Key Leader for 2025. 

I have traveled to international conventions in 
Nashville, Las Vegas, Indianapolis, New Orleans, 

Geneva and Tokyo as well as many district 
conventions here in Michigan.

I also serve on the committee for the James 
Hunter Foundation golf outing – raising funds 

for scholarships for youth in metro Detroit 
communities. 

Personally, I am in my eighth year working at Union 
Home Mortgage as a Sr. Loan officer in Rochester 

Michigan having previously worked for Standard 
Federal Bank/Bank of America for 17 years.

I was born and raised in Michigan, attended 
Detroit Country Day High School then 
went on to play basketball at Miami (OH) 
University.  I have a BS in Business from 
Miami and my MBA from Oakland University  

I am married to my husband Mark and we 
have a son Kyle who is six-years-old and in 
Kindergarten in Lake Orion.
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Kiwanis of Michigan Foundation  ||  Michigan medicine

Sophie’s Place at C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital, the sixth in the 
nation, is a dedicated music therapy environment to promote 
creative expression, safety, and solace for patients and their 
families throughout the healing process. 

The mission of Sophie’s Place is to provide exemplary music 
therapy services to patients and families to enhance the 
physical, emotional and psychological needs of each patient. 

Sophie’s Place at C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital includes a 
state-of-the-art recording studio, music and technology 
advancements, and a variety of instruments for clinical use.

The Therapeutic Gaming and Patient Technology 
Department at C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital is 

committed to enhancing the patient experience and 
supporting healing through creative use of gaming and a 

wide range of emerging technology platforms. 

Click here to learn more about Therapeutic Gaming and Patient 
Technology at Michigan Medicine

Click here to learn more 
about Sophie's Place

https://www.mottchildren.org/therapeutic-gaming-and-patient-technology
https://www.dropbox.com/s/arb458wr3a6hr26/Sophie%27s%20Place%20.mp4?dl=0
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club news ||  Garden City/Metro North-Troy

The Metropolitan 
North-Troy Kiwanis 

Club is growing!  
They met their goal of five new 

members in 2023 and set that same 
goal for 2024.  But not halfway through, 
they have exceeded that goal, with the 

installation of new members Christine 
and Freddie Polanco on March 5.  They 
now have six new members already for 

this year and are not slowing down.  
When asked why they have been so 

successful with their recruiting this 
past couple of years, their President 
& Secretary, husband and wife team 

Lydia and Roger Palaganas, said their 
initial invitation is to a service project.  

Participating in the service project 
then leads to interest which leads to 

meetings and new members.  

GOOD ADVICE.  

Congratulations!!!
Metro North-Troy!
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The Kiwanis Club of Woodhaven recently purchased 576 third grade 
dictionaries.  Enough dictionaries to provide a dictionary for every 
third grader at Anderson, Bates, Erving, Gudith, Hedke, Wegienka 
and Yake Elementary Schools.  Kiwanians spent an evening labeling 
the dictionaries and followed through delivering the dictionaries 
to the seven elementary schools.

The idea for The Dictionary Project began in 1992 
when Annie Plummer of Savannah, Georgia, gave 50 
dictionaries to children who attended a school close to 
her home.  Each year, she continued to give this gift, 
raising money to help give more and more books so 
that in her lifetime she raised enough money to buy 
17,000 dictionaries for children in Savannah.  From this 
humble beginning, local organizations, such as Kiwanis, 
have purchased and distributed 31 million dictionaries 
to schools all over the United States.  Woodhaven Kiwanis 
President, Bob McCoy, reports the Club is proud to be 
part of the Dictionary Project for the last fourteen 
years.

The goal of the Dictionary Project is to 
assist all students in becoming good 
writers, active readers, creative thinkers, 
and resourceful learners by providing 
them with their own personal 
dictionary. The dictionaries are a gift 
to each student to use at school and 
at home for years to come. 

Club President, Bob McCoy, says this 
dictionary contains all the elements 
of an excellent dictionary for students.   
It also includes over 150 pages of 
supplemental information in the back.  
Key features include the Constitution 
of the United States, the Declaration of 
Independence, brief biographies of all of the U.S. 
presidents, world maps, and information about all 50 
states, countries of the world. The dictionary also has the 
planets in our solar system, sign language, braille and the 
longest word in the English language.  If you are not sure 
of the longest word, check with a third grader.

Woodhaven Kiwanians 
Distribute Dictionaries

Photos from top to bottom:
Woodhaven Kiwanians Darrel Penix and Stella Trunzo label and pack 
dictionaries. Woodhaven Kiwanians Joan Penix delivers dictionaries to 
Wegienka Elementary School. Former Gudith student Sophia delivers 
dictionaries to Gudith Elementary School. Erving Elementary School student 
using their new Kiwanis Dictionary

club news ||  Woodhaven Kiwanians
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club news ||   feeding families around the world...and around the corner

Fighting Food Insecurity
Feeding Families around the World...and around the Corner

Saturday, March 9th, the Woodhaven Brownstown Community came together to fight world-wide 
food insecurity.  232 students in third through ninth grade, the Woodhaven High School Hockey team, 
Woodhaven-Brownstown School District staff, parents and Kiwanians came together and packed 19,123 
meals. Meals will be distributed through eight local food pantries and served around the world wherever 
the U.S. Armed Forces fly humanitarian aid.

Students prepare a packet of white long-grain rice, vitamin-fortified, crushed soy, a dehydrated blend of 
six vegetables, as well as a vitamin and mineral powder. Each packet feeds six people.

Students packed the meals in ten assembly lines under the leadership of Woodhaven High School 
Hockey Team. Captain Jimmy Olbrich reports each year the hockey team looks forward to working 
with the community. In addition to providing meals, students learn teamwork, measurement skills and 
the good feeling that comes from helping others. Students and hockey players have a good feeling of 
comradery and accomplishment at the end of a busy morning.

Kids Coalition Against Hunger is a non-profit humanitarian organization with a mission to provide fully 
nutritious food to impoverished children and families around the world...and around the corner. The goal 
of the organization is for the meals to provide a stable nutritional base from which recipient families can 
move their families from starvation or food insecurity to self-sufficiency.

Woodhaven Kiwanis Membership chair, Brenden Hoy, invites interested community members 18 and 
older to visit a Woodhaven Kiwanis Meeting and learn more about the many community efforts of 
Woodhaven Kiwanians. It takes a strong Kiwanis base to raise the $10,000ºº and provide the leadership 
needed for Kids Coalition Against Hunger each year. Kiwanians meet on Wednesday evening at the 
Woodhaven Community Center. Meetings begin at 6:30 pm and last an hour.

Woodhaven Kiwanis President, Bob McCoy, thanked the schools and their staff for the outstanding 
support Kiwanis receives. Without them, Kids Coalition Against Hunger would not be possible. He 
reminds everyone next year’s packing will be held on Saturday, February 8th.  
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2023-24 OFFICER INFORMATION CHANGES

MUSKEGON 
K17794 (2009)
Division 14
Bob Hi Lanes, 2930 S. Getty Street, Norton Shores, 4944
Wed., NOON
 

WARREN   
K04791 (1957) 		    
Division 1
Kerby’s Koney Island, 6004 E. 12 Mile, Warren
2nd & 4th Thurs., 12:10 pm

TRI CITIES, GD. HAVEN-
SPRING LAKE   
K17086 (2004)
Division 14
Fraternal Order of Eagles, 20 North 2nd St., Gd. Haven,
Weds., Noon
 

HOLLAND   
K02342 (1939) 	                
Division 14
Russ’ East, 361 E. 8th St., 1st Mon., 6:00 PM, Nov—March
Kiwanis Kamp, 385 N. Lakeshore Dr., 1st Mon, 6:00 PM 
Apr-Oct

2023-24 
Officer Updates

GRAND LEDGE AREA   
K19849 (2019)
Sec: Laura Guild,
6795 Lansdown Dr Dimondale MI 48821
Phone: (517) 231-7457
Email: laguild1@gmail.com
  

SANDUSKY   
K10883 (1983)           
Pres:  Megan Hartwick, 
2689 Applegate Rd., Applegate, 48401 
Phone: (810) 956-6255    
Email: mhartwick@emb.bank
Sec:  Alicia Reinke, 
62 Austin St Sandusky MI 48471-1245 
Phone: (810) 712-0481  
Email: areinke@sclonggroup.com

DELTA TOWNSHIP   
K17442 (2006) 	
Pres: Angela Averill
7200 W Saginaw Hwy, Lansing 48917 
Phone: (517) 712-5949    
Email: angelaaverill@aol.com 

Secretary: Tina Pier, 3997 Ridgemoor Dr., Holt, 48842-9760
Phone: (517) 819-2318    Email: tinapier@goapmc.com

PONTIAC  
K00854 (1922)   		
Pres: Andrew Terry, 
5571 Whitehaven Dr., Troy, 48085-3187 
Phone:  (248) 321-2603 	
Email: andrewterry03@yahoo.com
 

SHELBY GOLDEN K   
K18812 (2015)
Sec: Shirley Medlin, 
14480 Berkshire Dr. N, Shelby Township 48315-3722      
Phone: (586) 803-4636 
Email: shirleyjmedlin@att.net
 

COUNCIL OF PAST 
GOVERNORS
2011-12: Elizabeth J. Luttrell-Wilson (Tom), 
Club: South Lansing 1036 Player Dr. 
Cottonwood AZ 86326 
Cell: (517) 282-1273    
Email: mizzielizzie@aol.com 
 

PAST LT. GOVERNORS 
COUNCIL
SECRETARY: Elizabeth J. Luttrell-Wilson (Tom), 
Club: South Lansing
1036 Player Dr. Cottonwood AZ 86326  
Cell: (517) 282-1273    
Email: mizzielizzie@aol.com 
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In Memoriam
In Memoriam  ||   as we go to press

 +166 

Active Clubs............................................. 135	
District Beginning Membership ............ ..3190
Reporting Members March 1, 2024........ 3356

2023-24 GOVERNOR'S MEMBERSHIP  TROPHY

K-Kids	 7	 -
Builders Club	 27	 -

Key Club	 93	 5116

Circle K	 5	 122

Aktion Club	 19	 254

G.P. Frisinger II
Chelsea

John Zaugra
Tri Cities, Grand Haven – Spring Lake

Terence M. Carroll
Haslett-Okemos

David H. Cornelius
Owosso

Ann Arbor  ...................................................... +21
Cosmopolitan Detroit......................................+19
Charlevoix ......................................................... +9
Tri Cities, GH-SL............................................... +8
Coldwater.........................................................  +6
Jackson............................................................. +6
Traverse City..................................................... +6
Boyne City......................................................... +5
Metro Detroit YP .............................................. +5
Lakeview-Urbandale......................................... +5

Net gain is from 10-1-23 thru 3-1-24 and includes clubs only with at 
least a net gain of +5 based on official membership numbers 

supplied by Kiwanis International.


