
Biography of Judge Victor Head 

Judge Victor Head has devoted his life to public service, the law, and his community. A native of the 
Mississippi Delta, he graduated from Leland High School in Leland, Mississippi, in 1966 before attending 
Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi, and Mississippi State University in Starkville, Mississippi, 
where he studied from 1966 to 1970. 

Following college, Judge Head worked in the accounting department of International Paper Company in 
Natchez, Mississippi, from 1970 to 1974. In 1972, he married Rebecca Davis in Delhi, Louisiana, beginning 
a partnership that would span decades. Their daughter, Jennifer, was born in 1974, and their son, 
Nathaniel, was born in 1980. 

Determined to pursue a career in law, Judge Head attended the University of Mississippi School of Law 
(Ole Miss), earning his Juris Doctor between 1974 and 1977. He later served his country in the Judge 
Advocate General (JAG) Office of the United States Air Force from 1980 to 1984, where he gained 
valuable legal and leadership experience. 

After completing his military service, Judge Head joined the law firm of Garrett and Woods in Monett, 
Missouri, practicing both civil and criminal law from 1984 to 1989. His commitment to justice and public 
service led to his appointment as District Defender for Missouri’s 39th Judicial Circuit, a position he 
held from 1989 to 2006. In 2006, he became Associate Circuit Judge for Barry County, Missouri, serving 
the citizens of the county from its seat in Cassville until 2014. He then continued his judicial service as a 
Senior Judge, serving from 2014 through 2026. 

A significant chapter in Judge Head’s life began in 1972 when his parents relocated from the Mississippi 
Delta to the Missouri Ozarks after purchasing a youth camp overlooking Shoal Creek, approximately ten 
miles from Monett. They named the camp Camp Soaring Hawk and operated it as a Christian youth 
camp for nearly twenty years. During its early years, many young people benefited from its ministry 
and outreach. Today, the camp is known as Camp Barnabas, a nationally recognized organization 
serving children and adults with illnesses and disabilities. Judge Head remains deeply appreciative of 
the camp’s mission and encourages others to learn more about the life-changing work it continues to 
perform. 

Throughout his distinguished career—as an accountant, Air Force JAG officer, attorney, public defender, 
associate circuit judge, and senior judge—Victor Head has been guided by a steadfast commitment to 
fairness, integrity, faith, and service. His lifelong dedication to the law and to helping others has left a 
lasting impact on the communities of Southwest Missouri and beyond. 

 


