
LITTLE CHUTE KIWANIS MEMBERS PROMOTE STUDENT LITERACY 
Submitted by Jodie Rietveld, Kiwanis Club of Little Chute

The Kiwanis Club of Little Chute collaborated with the 

Scholastic Literacy Partnership in an effort to deliver 

books to all fifth-grade students in Little Chute. The club 

worked with teachers from Little Chute Intermediate 

School, the Flex Academy charter school, and St. John 

parochial school to choose appropriate books for the 

fifth-grade reading level.

Every child was able to choose a book from the collection 

— ranging from fiction to non-fiction, including graphic 

novels — providing something of interest to everyone. 

Students were excited to choose a book and, as one 

recipient put it, “to keep it for myself!”

Kiwanis International partners with Scholastic to help 

clubs in their efforts to build literacy-rich programs and 

immerse children in the joy of reading. “Scholastic is 

ready to collaborate with you to make your programs a 

success and bridge the achievement gap by giving the 

Fifth-grade students choose from books donated by the Kiwanis Club of Little Chute, which participates in the Scholastic Literacy Partnership.

…continued on page eight
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CONSIDER SPONSORING A NEW CLUB IN YOUR WI-UM KIWANIS DIVISION
Submitted by Timothy Lubinsky, 2023-2024 WI-UM Kiwanis District Governor

The WI-UM Kiwanis District’s 

mission is serving children, and 

Kids need Kiwanis. To grow 

our Wisconsin-Upper Michigan 

Kiwanis District we need to 

increase membership by opening 

new Kiwanis clubs. Kiwanis 

clubs are organized based on 

community needs, so if there’s 

a need in a community, there’s a need for Kiwanis. By 

sponsoring a new Kiwanis club, your club helps ensure 

that more kids get the service and mentorship that 

Kiwanians provide.

There are certain steps that we follow in opening a new 

club. First, select a site, then do a site feasibility survey, 

and most importantly, assign a local Kiwanis club as the 

new club sponsor.

Benefits for the New Club and the Sponsoring Club

When you sponsor a new club, that club learns from 

experienced Kiwanians how to:

1)  Create a satisfying membership experience that 

emphasizes both service and fellowship.

2)  Host service projects and fundraisers that are rooted in 

the community.

3) Invite new members to join.

4)  Use media resources to highlight the club’s impact.

Attracting potential members to a new club strengthens 

the sponsoring club. Sponsoring club members gain 

confidence from teaching new recruiting techniques and 

sharing successful tactics. They also learn ways to assess 

their own community’s needs — and ensure the relevance 

of Kiwanis in their community in the future. 

Responsibilities of the Sponsoring Club

The sponsoring club members, along with the lieutenant 

governor, support and nurture the new Kiwanis club for 

at least the first year. Sponsoring clubs agree to:

1)  Assist the district club opener and other core team 

members during the week that visits are paid to 

prospective members.

2)  Conduct interclubs for the new club’s organizational 

meeting.

3)  Assist the club coach and lieutenant governor as they 

support the new club.

4)  Help plan the new club’s first service project.

5)  Monitor the new club for one year and help it maintain 

a roster of at least 15 members (the membership level 

required of a club “in good standing” with Kiwanis 

International).

2023-2024 District Governor Tim Lubinsky can be 

reached at 920-450-3951 or tlubinsky19@hotmail.com.

Tim Lubinsky

By sponsoring a new Kiwanis club, your club helps ensure that more kids 
get the service and mentorship that Kiwanians provide.

#KIDSNEEDKIWANIS
UPCOMING KIWANIS EVENTS

Circle K District Convention . . . . . . . March 8-10, 2024
Key Club District Convention  . . . . March 15-17, 2024
Wisconsin Dells Midyear Conf. . . . . . .March 23, 2024
Escanaba Midyear Conf. . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 13, 2024
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https://forms.gle/Q6aG4xZ94hiVu3WE7
https://forms.gle/d5XgyZ3wSVXT9Qc68
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DISTRICT FOUNDATION OFFERS CLUB AND SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS
Submitted by Mark Finger, WI-UM Kiwanis District Foundation Secretary/Treasurer

Every year, the Wisconsin-Upper Michigan Kiwanis District Foundation gives out club grants 

and matching scholarship grants. During the 2022-2023 Kiwanis year, the foundation awarded 

club grants to Platteville, Eau Claire Clear Water, Alger County, New Holstein, Reedsburg, and 

Ripon Early Birds totaling $14,000.

The District Foundation also awarded $9,500 in matching college scholarships. 

If you are interested in applying for a club grant or a matching scholarship grant, visit the 

foundation’s website at www.wiumkdf.info for more information. The deadline for applications is March 31.

RAFFLE BASKETS REQUESTED TO BENEFIT THE KDF
The Kiwanis District Foundation appreciates basket donations for raffle fundraisers at midyear 

conferences. All proceeds help provide scholarships and assistance for local club projects! 

Thousands of dollars have been raised during midyear conferences and district conventions 

and the KDF is truly grateful. Our clubs and individual members make this happen.

https://www.wiumkdf.info
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2024 GOALS FOCUS ON CLUB GROWTH AND SERVICE LEADERSHIP
Submitted by Kathy Durner, 2023-2024 WI-UM Kiwanis District Governor-elect

Happy New Year, Kiwanis family! 

It is exciting to ring in 2024 in 

the Wisconsin-Upper Michigan 

Kiwanis District. It’s been a vastly 

different new year with very little 

snow, warm temperatures, and a 

variety of needs that will be met 

by enthusiastic Kiwanis members. 

Have you set your personal and Kiwanis goals for 2024? 

Remember Steven Covey’s words of wisdom, “what you 

do has a greater impact than what you say.”

One of my goals as governor-elect is to promote club 

and district growth. This can be achieved in several 

ways, beginning with your club making the decision to 

grow, to strengthen membership, and to supply new and 

meaningful service to children in your community. 

Carrying out your club’s 

goals begins with making 

the decision to increase club 

membership and enthusiasm 

this year. Once the commitment to club growth is made, 

consider using the Kiwanis International club assessment 

tool to guide your path to bringing in new members, 

trying a new project, and igniting new excitement.

This may be the time to employ the Two for Two 

approach to bringing in new members to participate in a 

new club service project. Another thought is to consider 

combining your club’s energy with another club on a 

combined project or fun event. Communities need to see 

organizations working together on an enjoyable event. 

One of my goals for 2024 is to support our Service 

Leadership Programs (SLPs). I see the opportunity to work 

with any of the SLP members as a gift to myself and to 

the community. Since I have had the privilege of working 

with all SLPs in one capacity or another, I would like to 

share my perspective of each group. Working with any 

of the SLP members is a gift. I feel enormous gratitude to 

have had the opportunity to interact with each member 

of a service leadership program. 

K-Kids get excited to clean up the playground, make 

posters for their school, and craft heartfelt thank you gifts 

and handmade thank you notes. They love to serve. They 

want to be leaders. 

Builder’s Club members love having food drives as an 

entry fee to get into a dance and then deliver the food 

to a food pantry. They are learning to balance leadership 

and the need to fit in with their peers. 

Key Club members juggle leadership with academics, 

community service, and the need to belong to a group. 

They are capable of running the club themselves with the 

guidance of Kiwanis advisors. 

Circle K members love to do 

service — like dog walking 

and making chew toys for 

an animal shelter or hosting 

fun runs for charity — while 

balancing the rigorous demands of college. They are 

future Kiwanis members! 

aKtion Club members make me smile. They carry out 

service while having fun. They love doing Relay for Life 

and bell ringing during the holiday season. Belonging to 

an aKtion Club gives these members a greater purpose. 

Key Leader events have been a life-changing experience 

for many of the participants. I have engaged in Key 

Leader as a chaperone since the early 2000s and have 

witnessed the positive impact of this leadership program.

Please consider visiting one of the SLP clubs in your area 

or chartering an SLP in your community. And, think about 

sponsoring students to attend Key Leader in September. 

2023-2024 Governor-elect Kathy Durner can be reached 

at 814-331-2240 or kathydurner1949@gmail.com.

Kathy Durner

https://www.kiwanis.org/members/club-toolbox/two-for-two/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAy9msBhD0ARIsANbk0A8lbc9sE_FUJajQThM6gL_rAtpAorX4tS_MEDF8NhI2kvQb49lGzacaAjdKEALw_wcB
mailto:kathydurner1949%40gmail.com?subject=
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REKINDLE THE JOY OF KIWANIS IN YOUR CLUB AND COMMUNITY
Submitted by Alan Arbuckle, WI-UM Kiwanis District Master Club Coach

There is no shortage of articles that tell us that fun has 

disappeared from much of American life. Between 

politics, social media, and a 24/7 connection to work and 

everything and everybody, so little fun exists in society 

today that there are “fun coaches” and “fun classes.” 

Although I’m not a so-called “fun coach,” I have a few 

ideas about how to appreciate the joy of Kiwanis.

Kiwanis, traditionally, has been about valuing people 

more than status and possessions. How can we better 

connect with our fellow Kiwanians? Meetings with overly-

full agendas that don’t have any time for members to 

know each other don’t foster relationships. Get to know 

more people in your club. Don’t always sit with the same 

people at every meeting.

The pandemic is over, so shake the hand of your fellow 

Kiwanians and guests. Human touch is so important. 

Never discuss politics at meetings and avoid programs 

that may be construed as a political opinion.

Connect with Service Leadership Program organizations. 

Invite members of K-Kids, Builders Club, Key Club, Circle 

K, and aKtion Club to your meetings. Invite students who 

receive a scholarship or a grant to attend Key Leader 

or other leadership education programs. Invite the Boy 

Scout or Girl Scout troops the club sponsors. The energy 

of SLP members can liven up any meeting.

Kiwanians who volunteer for hands-on projects for 

kids experience the joy of volunteering. Hands-on 

volunteering beats check writing projects every time. 

Getting out of your comfort zone can be exhilarating. 

Consider making an impact by becoming a leader in 

your club as a board member or officer.

Connect with other Kiwanis members outside of your 

own club by interclubbing, supporting another club’s 

fundraiser or service project or by attending midyear 

conferences and district conventions. Have you thought 

about serving as a lieutenant governor?

Leadership in Kiwanis enhances the skills that easily 

translate to business skills and experience. Being a 

lieutenant governor can be fun! Start by welcoming your 

lieutenant governor when they come to visit. Support 

the idea of your club sponsoring a new club near you. 

Perhaps you can help in the process of opening a new 

club in some way.

Your Kiwanis club could be more fun and enjoyable. 

We all just need to try. And who doesn’t want to share 

a good experience with friends and family? Regularly 

ask someone you know or do business with to attend a 

meeting or (better yet) a service project. Growing the 

organization is an important part of being a Kiwanian. 

Finally, appreciate those who are trying to improve your 

club and community. Gratitude is closely related to joy.

These are a few ideas. You may have others. Feel free to 

contact me to share your strategies.

Master Club Coach Alan Arbuckle can be reached at 719-

502-7853 or ajarbuckle@yahoo.com.

WI-UM KIWANIS DISTRICT AND INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS
July 3-6, 2024. . . . . . . . Kiwanis International Convention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Denver, Colorado

August 16-18, 2024 . . Wisconsin-Upper Michigan Kiwanis District Convention. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eau Claire, Wisconsin

I SLEPT AND DREAMT THAT LIFE 
WAS JOY. I AWOKE AND SAW 
THAT LIFE WAS SERVICE. I ACTED 
AND BEHOLD, SERVICE WAS JOY.
— Rabindranath Tagore

mailto:ajarbuckle%40yahoo.com?subject=
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MAY THE YEAR AHEAD BRING LOVE, PEACE, HOPE, AND JOY
Submitted by Jim Kieso, District Spiritual Aims Chair

When I retired five years ago, I wondered how I would 

fill the time I used to spend preparing for my workday, 

driving to and from work and actually engaging in work.

I have found, as I’m sure you have too, how much our 

body and mind can do.

Each day can bring new opportunities, new life, new 

strength, and a purpose to participate. Maybe it’s 

through board games, playing cards, reading, a phone 

call, a personal visit, or just being with family, we all seek 

a purpose in our daily lives.

The holiday season can be challenging, especially after 

losing a mate, parent, or friend. It’s up to us to allow their 

spirit to shine through our interactions with others. 

The Year Ahead

May God make our year ahead a happy one, 

not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain, 

but by strengthening us to bear it as it comes.

Not by making our paths easy, 

but by making us sturdy to travel any path.

Not by taking hardships from us , 

but by taking fear from our heart.

Not by granting us unbroken sunshine, 

but by keeping our face bright, even in the shadows.

Not by keeping our life always pleasant, 

but by showing us when people need us most, 

and by making us anxious to be there to help.

Blessings to you with wishes of love, peace, hope, and 

joy in the year ahead.

PORTALBUZZ WEBSITES WILL PHASE OUT ON FEBRUARY 29, 2024
Submitted by Ron Horner, District Public Relations Coordinator

Kiwanis International has announced that the Portalbuzz 

membership management and website subscription 

product offered by Aplos Software will cease operation 

on February 29, 2024. If you are a subscriber, this will 

put your club in danger of losing your website. For 

clubs interested in keeping their internet presence after 

February, there is an option.

 

In a letter to clubs affected by the situation, Bryce Kinder, 

Member Experience Technology Engineer for Kiwanis 

International, explained a new platform that may offer 

even more functionality.

 

“Kiwanis is excited to offer a free solution built on the 

popular WordPress platform. Sign up for a free website 

that provides a mobile-friendly user experience with 

integration features for many online tools including:

• Collecting payments

• Building custom forms

• Importing your Google calendar

• Importing your social media feed

• Online security

• Automatic software updates and upgrades

The WordPress club website, used in conjunction with 

free member management platforms — Kiwanis Connect, 

the current reporting site, and Kiwanis Engage, its 

replacement coming in 2024 — can supply many of the 

same features you enjoy through Portalbuzz and will 

continually evolve as we enhance the program.

 

Kiwanis has a comparison chart to see how your website 

needs are met. An important reference point in the chart 

is the column called “Third Party Applications.” That 

basically means your club is creating its own website. 

Learn what the free club websites offer at this link.

There is also a self-guided training course available here.

 

No matter what solution you choose, request a download 

of the files stored on your expiring Portalbuzz site before 

February 29. Email Aplos at support@portalbuzz.com.

Public Relations Coordinator Ron Horner can be reached 

at 847-337-2777 or rhorner@hornerconsulting.com.

https://wiki.site.kiwanis.org/platform-feature-comparison/
https://dcon-resources.site.kiwanis.org/free-club-websites-resources/
https://wiki.site.kiwanis.org/
mailto:https://wiki.site.kiwanis.org/?subject=
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Little Chute Kiwanis Members Promote Student Literacy…continued from page one

gift of literacy,” according to Kiwanis International. “The 

work and support clubs provide is critical and offers 

more opportunities for children to have access to books, 

necessary to enhance their literacy development.”

The Scholastic Literacy Partnership is an annual project 

for the Kiwanis Club of Little Chute. Fifth-grade students 

experience quite a bit of transition time as some of the 

students are starting at a new school building and are 

entering the preteen years. As one teacher said, “Some 

students don’t feel reading is cool at this age.” The 

pandemic has resulted in some students falling behind in 

reading skills. Giving each student a book which interests 

them will hopefully encourage them to read more often 

and improve on the all-important skill of reading.

The Kiwanis club also fulfilled the school supplies wish 

list of teaching staff at the intermediate and middle 

schools. Often, teachers purchase supplies using 

personal resources to help out students who aren’t able 

to afford all the supplies needed during the school year.

 

 

To help alleviate teachers’ out-of-pocket expenses, the 

Kiwanis club purchased the needed supplies — from 

pencils and crayons to scientific calculators. School staff 

were overwhelmed at the boxes of supplies that were 

delivered. Each year the club chooses a different school 

and helps to purchase wish list items.

The Kiwanis Club of Little Chute strives to live by the 

motto ‘Kids Need Kiwanis’ and is active in helping to 

make the lives of all children brighter. Whether it’s the 

annual Little Chute Christmas Parade or sponsoring 

summer programs through the Little Chute Recreation 

Department so that all children can participate, the club 

is happy to help where a need exists. Grants are available 

to local groups that could use help in funding children’s 

programming.

Filling the wish lists of teachers in Little Chute helps students who are 
unable to afford all the supplies needed during the school year.

IPADS FOR AUTISM DISTRICT SIGNATURE PROJECT UPDATE
Submitted by Lynn Messer, iPads for Autism District Signature Project Chair

Requests for iPads are still coming in and the district 

is now approaching 1,630 applications granted. In the 

event that you encounter a family which has a broken 

iPad screen, I know an individual who has the ability to 

replace the screen for less than $80. If you can get the 

iPad to me, I will see if it is repairable.

Details about the iPads for 

Autism District Signature 

Project, including a 

downloadable application, 

can be found online at 

kiwanisautismproject.com.

Providing a book to every fifth-grade student helps promote literacy and 
instill a lifelong love of reading.

https://www.kiwanisautismproject.com/
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WE CARE AKTION CLUB MEMBERS PRESENT THE CLUB’S TENTH IPAD
Submitted by Charles Zarnoth, WI-UM aKtion Club Administrator

Julie Meyers, president of the We Care aKtion Club 

in Chilton Wisconsin, recently presented an iPad to 

Vincent, his mother Cassandra, and younger brother 

Levi. Vincent is a four-year-old, happy, active boy on the 

autism spectrum. The iPad will help him develop his 

communication skills.

This is the tenth iPad that the We Care aKtion Club has 

presented. Each spring, club members raise funds to 

purchase iPads with an “aKtion Clubs Bowl for the WI-UM 

Kiwanis iPad Project” event. The club is co-sponsored by 

the Chilton and New Holstein Kiwanis Clubs.

BI-MONTHLY SERVICE PROJECTS RESULTED IN MEMBERSHIP GROWTH
Submitted by Mary Janess, Oshkosh Noon Kiwanis Club

The Oshkosh Noon Kiwanis Club has seen membership 

growth and an increase in activities. While the club still 

meets on Tuesday for lunch, as it has for more than 100 

years, new ventures have proven to be very popular.

Every other month, members meet to work on a service 

project. After the project is finished, participants enjoy 

a happy hour complete with beverages, snacks and 

fellowship. One new member made the last gathering 

even more enjoyable by bringing fancy hors d’oeuvres.

The volunteers have made tie-blankets for Sleep In 

Heavenly Peace, a nonprofit organization that builds 

and delivers beds to children who don’t have one. Their 

motto is “No child sleeps on the floor in our town.” 

On several occasions, members made more than 100 

sandwiches for the Hope Fridge, a mutual aid project 

based out of the Fox Valley in Wisconsin. Their mission 

is to ensure that everyone knows from where their next 

meal is coming. They believe everyone deserves access 

to delicious food to eat with no questions asked and no 

paperwork to fill out. The Hope Fridge slogan is “Take 

what you need, leave what you can.”

Recently, the club donated and assembled food and 

fun boxes for families through the local Salvation Army’s 

Pathways to Hope program. Pathways to Hope is an 

approach to create a path out of poverty. Services to 

families with children under the age of 18 are provided. 

Through case management, the organization focuses on 

a family’s capabilities and raises hope by empowering 

them to overcome barriers on the path to stability. 

These opportunities to serve and get to know each other 

are working. New members have been inducted in each 

of the last six months. Membership has increased so 

much that new seating arrangements were necessary at 

the club’s meeting place. How great is that!

Focusing on a service project every other month has resulted in an 
increase in membership and in member participation in Oshkosh.
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LONGTIME KIWANIAN DON KURKI RECEIVES HIXSON FELLOWSHIP
Submitted by Kathy Strong Langolf, Fond du Lac Noon Kiwanis Club

Don Kurki was overwhelmed with happiness when he 

was surprised to receive Kiwanis International’s highest 

honor, the George F. Hixson Fellowship. The award is 

bestowed on those who have contributed significantly to 

Kiwanis’ history of generosity to others. 

Don has served as a club secretary, president, and board 

member and as a lieutenant governor. For more than 

40 years he has helped the Fond du Lac community be 

a better place for children through his donation of time, 

talent and treasure. Don has made contributions to the 

learn to swim program at the YMCA, has sponsored an 

annual Big  Brothers Big Sisters fundraising event, has 

supported the Boys and Girls Club, and helped repair 

the Kiwanis shelter at a local park. The club’s Board of 

Directors unanimously approved his Hixson award. 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING
Fond du Lac Noon Kiwanis members Jennifer Serrano, 

Nancy West Sawyer and Kathy Strong Langolf enjoyed 

their shifts ringing bells for the Salvation Army in Fond 

du Lac during the holiday season. The club rang bells 

on three Saturdays during the month of December with 

more than 24 volunteers donating their time and talents 

as some also sang Christmas carols with their families. 

The Salvation Army uses donations to fund its social 

service programs, such as homeless shelters, addiction 

rehabilitation centers, disaster relief efforts, and 

community outreach programs.

Lieutenant Governor Kathy Strong Langolf, right, and club secretary 
Joan Pinch, left, presented a certificate of distinction and the Hixson 
Fellowship medallion to Don Kurki at the club’s holiday gathering.

IN MEMORIUM: KIWANIS MEMBER MARLIN TOWNE 
Submitted by Jon Cooper, Kiwanis Club of Fabulous Fond du Lac

Marlin Towne, a longtime member of the Kiwanis Club  

of Fabulous Fond du Lac, died Tuesday, December 5, 

2023.  He was born in 1932 and joined Kiwanis in 1976.  

Marlin served in Korea with the U.S. Army’s 38 Scout 

Dog Platoon from 1952-1954. He was an active member 

of the Kiwanis Club of Fabulous Fond du Lac where he 

received Kiwanian of the Year 

honors four times. Marlin enjoyed 

woodworking and reading. The 

Kiwanis family extends our most 

heartfelt condolences to Marlin’s 

family and friends. Marlin Towne
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KIWANIS CLUBS PARTNER TO PROVIDE AN AUTISM-TAILORED IPAD
By John Gittings, reprinted with permission of WiscNews. The original story is linked here.

Children on the autism spectrum have unique require-

ments for communication with family and vice versa, and 

the Kiwanis clubs in Baraboo and Wisconsin Dells are 

helping to facilitate that through tailored technology.

Nora Buchanan, the daughter of 608 Axe Throwing 

partners Brian and Amanda Buchanan, received an iPad 

that will be tailored for her requirements to help her 

better interact with her family and manage other needs 

related to her autism. The gift is part of the Wisconsin-

Upper Michigan Kiwanis District’s iPads for Autism 

program, which began in 2012.  “Every aspect of her life, 

it will make a huge difference,” Amanda Buchanan said 

regarding the iPad and its technological abilities.

Brian Buchanan said “the sky is the limit” with the iPad, 

adding that it will allow Nora to continue her normal 

habits while improving her interpretation of visuals 

and making it easier to process what she hears. The 

Buchanans also mentioned how much easier it will be for 

them to know what their daughter needs, saying it could 

greatly reduce her frustrations.

“Children on the autism spectrum have unique 

challenges when communicating with family members 

and teachers,” Kathleen Durner, the WI-UM Kiwanis 

District governor-elect, said in an email to fellow club 

members and the Buchanan family. “Education and 

technology have taught the general public that children 

on the autism spectrum benefit from the use of specific 

software apps that are used on the Apple iPad.”

 

Nora’s iPad will be tailored based on recommendations 

from her speech and language pathologist April Wheeler 

Ruhland and behavior therapist Kaylee Mueller, who 

works with the Wisconsin Early Autism Project. There 

are several programs related to autism spectrum 

communication available for the iPads, Baraboo Kiwanis 

Club president Rick Eilertson said.

“It can do anything,” Wheeler Ruhland said regarding the 

iPad. “A lot of the kiddos I have are minimally verbal, 

so I hide a lot of the options. You want it to be as big as 

possible, to allow for vocabulary growth. This will grow with 

(Nora) and support that growth, however it decides to go.”

Wheeler Ruhland said she also does training for family 

members of children on the autism spectrum regarding 

the iPad.

Purchasing the iPad for Nora and the accompanying 

software was a joint effort between the Wisconsin Dells 

and Baraboo Kiwanis Clubs, Eilertson added, saying this 

is the first year the clubs have been involved with iPads 

for Autism.

Lynn Messer was the Kiwanis District governor when the 

iPads for Autism project began. He has a granddaughter 

on the spectrum, which motivated him to start the 

program, acknowledging how iPad software benefits 

children with autism, according to Durner’s email. Durner 

added in her email that 1 in 36 children are born on the 

autism spectrum.

Nora is one of more than 1,600 spectrum children in 

Wisconsin and Upper Michigan who have received 

tailored iPads under the program. “It’s a way to provide 

better interactive communication between the child and 

the child’s family, as well as school staff,” Eilertson said.

Members of the Wisconsin Dells and Baraboo Kiwanis Clubs presented 
the Buchanan family, front row, with an iPad for their daughter, Nora, 
second from right, who is on the autism spectrum. 
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https://wiscnews.com/news/local/baraboo-kiwanis-ipad-autism/article_9517a246-a034-11ee-a753-3b2622d8ffa9.html
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RHINELANDER KIWANIANS SEND OVER $30,000 FOR UKRAINE RELIEF
Submitted by Ryan Hetland, Rhinelander Kiwanis Club

In early 2022, Russian president Vladimir Putin gave the 

order to invade the neighboring country of Ukraine. 

Two years later, the two countries are still at war, causing 

Ukraine’s citizens to endure physical and emotional 

hardships. According to social justice organization Human 

Rights Watch, “approximately 6.5 million Ukrainians 

are internally displaced, and about 5 million have fled 

as refugees to European countries. About 2.8 million 

Ukrainians are in Russia and Belarus, in some cases 

against their will. Russian forces have killed, arbitrarily 

detained, tortured, and forcibly disappeared civilians.”

In response to the need for humanitarian efforts, the 

Rhinelander Kiwanis Club conducted a Ukraine Relief 

campaign in 2022. The club accepted financial donations 

with a goal of raising $10,000. In just six months, more 

than $30,000 was collected, with most of the donations 

coming from the Rhinelander, Wisconsin area.

Millions of civilians 

were forced out 

of the cities they 

called home and 

because of this 

displacement the 

need for many 

daily essential 

items was urgent 

and ongoing. 

All donations 

were sent to the Kiwanis International Foundation 

in Luxembourg, Europe. Kiwanis International then 

purchased essential goods and Kiwanis members 

distributed the goods throughout Ukraine.

The Kiwanis Europe website stated  that “these 

donations will go directly to the local Kiwanis clubs on 

the Romanian and Slovak border that are helping the 

(Ukrainian) refugees. The financial donations were used  

to purchase and deliver items such as pallets of food, 

water, diapers, clothing and battery packs for charging 

phones. The overall Kiwanis International Ukrainian 

relief effort raised more than $1,000,000 Euros in the six 

months following the war’s onset.

The response was impressive, and the Rhinelander 

club surpassed its initial goal of $10,000 quickly. Ryan 

Hetland, a longtime Kiwanis member and past club 

president who spearheaded the relief efforts, is grateful 

for everyone who supported the campaign. Ryan states, 

“From early on the community was very supportive with 

their words and generous with their donations. This 

makes me proud to be a member of our local Kiwanis 

club and of our local community that cares enough to do 

something to help people we don’t know.” 

Stephanie Dahlquist, 2022-2023 Rhinelander Kiwanis 

Club President, also added, “Our mission is to change 

the world, one community at a time and one child at a 

time. We made this happen, with the support of so many. 

So, thank you! It feels great to be part of a service club 

that is international and to know that we can help each 

other from so many miles away.”

The donations sent from Rhinelander to Luxembourg 

got the attention of Kiwanis leaders in Europe. Hetland 

received personal emails of gratitude from Josef-

Peter Schachermayr, 2022-2023 President of Kiwanis 

International Europe, as well as from Bernard Altmann, 

Ambassador of the Kiwanis Children’s Fund Europe.

Members of the Rhinelander Kiwanis Club, including past president 
Ryan Hetland, left, were proud to be able to send the first $15,000 of the 
more than $30,000 the club collected for relief efforts in Ukraine.

Sales of t-shirts featuring butterflies, the 
Ukraine flag and the Kiwanis logo helped 
raise funds for humanitarian relief efforts.



DECEMBER 2023/JANUARY 2024  PAGE 13 

HOLIDAY LIGHTS HAVE BEEN A RACINE TRADITION FOR OVER 60 YEARS 
Submitted by Paul Holley, Kiwanis Club of West Racine

A 60-year holiday tradition continues in Racine.

The Kiwanis Holiday Lights are an elaborate outdoor light 

display set up along the entire front of the Racine Zoo. 

Stretching for several blocks along North Main Street, the 

display includes a lighted waterfall, a steamboat, a train, 

dozens of animals and, of course, Santa. It can be viewed 

each evening from late November through early January.

The lights are a community activity coordinated by 

the Kiwanis Club of West Racine. Club members and 

community volunteers, with the help of International 

Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 430, set up and 

take down the display. The lights are stored in donated 

warehouse space. Individuals and businesses donate 

trucks and specialty equipment — like a boom truck and 

crane — to transport and put the lights in place each year.

The display has been at the zoo since 1987 but its roots 

go back much further. Local industrialist George Wheary 

started putting up an elaborate holiday light display 

outside his Racine home in the early 1960s. The display 

grew in scope each year and became so popular with 

the public that police in Racine had to direct traffic on 

December weekends.

The Wheary family donated the lights to the City of 

Racine in the early 1980s. The Kiwanis club took over the 

project in the mid-1980s and moved the display site from 

downtown Racine’s Monument Square to the zoo.

The lights are owned 

by the Kiwanis Holiday 

Lights Foundation, 

a nonprofit board 

that operates 

independently of the 

club. Maintenance and 

display improvements are funded by donations and sales 

of a limited-edition brass ornament depicting Racine 

landmarks and traditions. The 2023 ornament design 

celebrated the zoo’s 100th anniversary.

A big thank you to all for carrying on a local tradition.

A portion of the Kiwanis Holiday Lights display is visible along North Main Street at the Racine Zoo.
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2023-2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Governor 
Tim Lubinsky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-450-3951 
tlubinsky19@hotmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ripon

Governor-elect 
Kathy Durner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 814-331-2240 
kathydurner1949@gmail.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wisconsin Dells

Executive Director & Past Governor Trustee 
Justin Hahn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 414-510-1609 
justinhahn@wiumkiwanis.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Waterford Area

Immediate Past Governor 
Bill Abbott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608-935-9526 
wladodge@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dodgeville

Past Governor Trustee 
Jim Buskel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262-796-0633 
buskel@wi.rr.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elm Grove Golden K

Past Lt. Governor Representative 
Paul Shrode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-809-2872 
psshrode@aol.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Appleton-Fox Cities

Lt. Governor Division 1/Term: 2021-2023 
Paul Holley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262-637-9093 
paulh_wi@yahoo.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . West Racine

Lt. Governor Division 2/Term: 2022-2024 
William Martens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 414-254-5480 
wemartw@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elm Grove Golden K

Lt. Governor Division 3/Term: 2021-2023 
Wally Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 414-943-0892 
wally.smith@scouting.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Milwaukee

Lt. Governor Division 4/Term: 2021-2023 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vacant

Lt. Governor Division 5/Term: 2022-2024 
Ken Saville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608-225-3377 
kensaville.1951@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Madison West

Lt. Governor Division 6/Term: 2022-2024 
Lori Bents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 715-389-1570 
lbentsdc@tznet.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marshfield

Lt. Governor Division 7/Term: 2022-2024 
Mike Bernath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608-366-1988 
mikeandamyarenow@hotmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sparta

Lt. Governor Division 8/Term: 2022-2024 
Michael “Fitz” Fitzpatrick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262-777-0038 
fitzforkiwanis@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New Holstein

Lt. Governor Division 9/Term: 2021-2023 
Kathy Strong Langolf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-948-5056 
kathystronglangolf@wiumkiwanis.org . . . . . . . Fond du Lac Noon

Lt. Governor Division 10/Term: 2021-2023 
Peter Carman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-460-6748 
peter@peterjcarman.lawyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Chute

Lt. Governor Division 11/Term: 2021-2023 
Miki Bix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 715-748-3237 
mikibix@hotmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Medford

Lt. Governor Division 12/Term: 2021-2023 
Becky Mattson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 218-461-0220  
rmattson711@gmail.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eau Claire

Lt. Governor Division 13/Term: 2021-2023 
Dale Vannes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 715-851-1038 
drvannes@yahoo.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ashwaubenon

Lt. Governor Division 14/Term: 2022-2024 
Steve Halsey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 906-362-0298 
trh_sph1987@yahoo.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marquette

KDF OFFICERS & DIVISION REPS
President 
Jim Burmeister . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608-429-2905 
burmji@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Portage

Vice President 
Roger Krogstad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 715-207-2720 
krog4kiwanis@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Marshfield

Secretary/Treasurer 
Mark Finger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-229-2571 
markfingerkdf@wiumkiwanis.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Berlin

Immediate Past President 
Jan Williams  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-279-2736 
jan@jwains.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Berlin

Division 1/Term: 2021-2024 
Melissa Loebach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 224-730-1558 
mbondy1024@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kenosha

Division 2/Term: 2021-2024 
Jim Buskel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262-796-0633 
buskel@wi.rr.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elm Grove Golden K

Division 3/Term: 2021-2024 
Larry Koziol  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262-338-1996 
larrykoziol@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . West Bend, Early Risers

Division 4/Term: 2024-2026 
Bob Cullen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-849-2059 
No email . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chilton

Division 5/Term: 2024-2026 
Todd Liebergen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-393-0300 
tmliebergen@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Appleton

Division 6/Term: 2022-2025 
Dennis Andreasen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608-768-7543 
denniscandre@rucls.net  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reedsburg

Division 7/Term: 2021-2024 
Glenda Lee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608-615-0066 
glendalee01@centurytel.net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .La Crosse

Division 8/Term: 2021-2024 
Ken Irwin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-827-2109 
irwins@tcei.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New Holstein

Division 9/Term: 2022-2025 
Louise Gudex  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-923-6870 
lgudex@fdlpha.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fond du Lac

Division 10/Term: 2024-2026 
Mary Ann Wepfer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-725-6004 
dwepfer@new.rr.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Appleton-Fox Cities

Division 11/Term: 2022-2025 
Lori Bents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 715-389-1570 
lbentsdc@tznet.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Marshfield

Division 12/Term: 2022-2025 
LaVone Sneen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 715-797-3556 
sneenl@uwec.edu  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eau Claire-Clear Water

Division 13/Term: 2022-2025 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vacant

Division 14/Term: 2024-2026 
Cathy Weisinger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 906-202-1297 
cathyweisinger@yahoo.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alger County

Past Foundation President Representative 
Paul Shrode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-809-2872 
psshrode@aol.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Appleton-Fox Cities
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KIWANEWS Volume 100, No. 2

Kiwanews is published six times 
each year in November, January, 
March, May, July and September 
by the WI-UM District of Kiwanis 
International, 1641 Fox River 
Parkway, Waukesha, WI 53189. 

KIWANEWS SCHEDULE
October/November . . . . . . . . . . . . . .November 1 Deadline

December/January  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 1 Deadline

February/March  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 1 Deadline

April/May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 1 Deadline

June/July . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 1 Deadline

August/September . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 1 Deadline

2023-2024 DISTRICT CHAIRS
Bylaws and Policies 
Jim Burmeister . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608-429-2905 
burmji@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Portage

District Signature Project — iPads for Autism 
Lynn Messer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-946-0652 
lmmsr001@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sheboygan Falls

District Signature Project — Kiwanis ‘n Cops ‘n Kids 
Jean Long Manteufel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-585-7769 
jean@longmoving.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Appleton-Fox Cities

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Mike Hipple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-730-9502 
mikehipple4@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Appleton

Finance 
Bruce Hoehne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608-358-1344 
b.hoehne@yahoo.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Madison West

Human and Spiritual Values 
Jim Kieso . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262-442-1749 
mrkieso@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elm Grove Golden K

Leadership Development Coordinator 
Ron Schuler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608-821-0987 
rschuler@wisc.edu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Madison West

Membership and Engagement Co-chairs 
Anna Bruhn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608-393-6811 
membership@wiumkiwanis.org . .Sauk Prairie, Prairie du Sac

Dale Vannes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 715-851-1038 
drvannes@yahoo.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ashwaubenon

Service 
Ann Pilot  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262-939-1614  
annmarie.pilot@gmail.com . . . . . . . Metro Milwaukee Nights

2023-2024 APPOINTED POSITIONS
aKtion Club Administrator 
Charles Zarnoth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-849-2658 
cjzarnothapc@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chilton

Builders Club Administrator 
M.A. “Fred” Dietze . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 715-781-7167 
fred@freddietze.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Greater Hudson

Circle K Administrator 
Lena Scheibengraber  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 414-418-9779 
administrator@wumcki.org . . . . . Metropolitan Milwaukee Nights

District Convention 
La Vone Sneen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 715-797-3556 
sneenl@uwec.edu  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eau Claire-Clear Water

District Foundation President 
Jim Burmeister . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608-429-2905 
burmji@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Portage

District Foundation Secretary/Treasurer 
Mark Finger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-229-2571 
markfingerkdf@wiumkiwanis.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Berlin

K-Kids Administrator 
Becky Mattson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 218-461-0220  
rmattson711@gmail.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eau Claire

Key Club Co-administrators 
Erin Idler  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262-909-5560  
erinidler@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . Metropolitan Milwaukee Nights

Sara Nolan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262-909-9683 
nolans24@gmail.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Westosha, Salem

Key Leader Coordinator 
Anna Bruhn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608-393-6811  
info@wiumkeyleader.org . . . . . . . . . . . Sauk Prairie, Prairie du Sac

Kiwanews Editor 
Tonya Alling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-229-5531 
tonyaalling@wiumkiwanis.org  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ripon Early Birds

Kiwanis Children’s Fund 
Michael “Fitz” Fitzpatrick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262-777-0038 
fitzforkiwanis@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New Holstein

Kiwanis Partnership Coordinator  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vacant

Master Club Coach 
Alan Arbuckle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 719-502-7853 
ajarbuckle@yahoo.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Whitewater Breakfast

Master Instructor 
Jean Long Manteufel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-585-7769 
jean@longmoving.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Appleton-Fox Cities

Parliamentarian 
Paul Shrode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 920-809-2872 
psshrode@aol.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Appleton-Fox Cities

Public Relations Coordinator 
Ron Horner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847-337-2777 
rhorner@hornerconsulting.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . Western Kenosha

Risk Management & Youth Protection 
John Collins. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262-914-2721 
coljrcollins@gmail.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Western Kenosha
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Past District Governor Jean Long Manteufel submitted this vibrant graphic which celebrates the 100th anniversary of the Appleton 3-2-1 Kiwanis Club.


