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Kiwanis members from Wisconsin and Upper Michigan gathered on March 23rd in Wisconsin Dells for the first of two midyear conferences offered by

the WI-UM Kiwanis District.

MIDYEAR CONFERENCES OFFERED EDUCATION, FUN AND FELLOWSHIP

Submitted by Tonya Alling, Kiwanews Editor

Midyear conferences, held on March 23rd in Wisconsin
Dells and April 13th in Escanaba, Michigan, offered a
day of fun, education, and development. Together we
celebrated the accomplishments of the 2022-2023
Kiwanis year, raised money for the Kiwanis District

Foundation (KDF), and gathered ideas to help support

our clubs, develop leadership skills, and make memories.

The photo gallery on page two showcases events at both
midyear conferences. The next opportunity to attend a
district event will be the "Road Trip"” district convention,
August 16-18, 2024, in Eau Claire. If you haven't attended

a midyear conference or district convention, please make

an investment in yourself and your club and plan to

attend. You'll be glad you did!
...continued on page two


https://k30.site.kiwanis.org/dcon/
https://k30.site.kiwanis.org/dcon/
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Midyear conferences offered education, fun and fellowship...continued from page one

Workshops afforded an opportunity to learn new ideas to take back to a Executive Director Justin Hahn and Trisha Peterson enjoyed a moment
club for possible discussion and implementation. together at the midyear conference held in Escanaba, Michigan.
Members from Wausau made the trip to Escanaba for the midyear Bill Abbott, Lynn Messer, Jim Burmeister, Timothy Lubinsky, and Jean
conference on April 13th. Long Manteufel have all served a term in the WI-UM District as governor.

District leaders and Kiwanis members gathered for a group photo at the midyear conference held on April 13th in Escanaba, Michigan.
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KEEPING MEMBERS ACTIVE AND ENGAGED IS KEY TO CLUB GROWTH

Submitted by Timothy Lubinsky, 2023-2024 WI-UM Kiwanis District Governor

The Wisconsin-Upper Michigan
Kiwanis District started the new
year on October 1, 2023 with
2,754 members. We now have
2,794 members, a net increase of

40 members.

New members join Kiwanis

Tim Lubinsky because they want to belong to

something meaningful — and they want to know that their
involvement is important. Help them feel valued and

appreciated from day one!
To meet new members’ expectations, please do:

v Assign a mentor. Mentors can answer questions, serve
as a familiar face, and help connect new members

with interesting service opportunities.

v/ Host a new member orientation within the first two
weeks of a new member’s commitment to join your
club. This is an opportunity to provide new members
with a better understanding of your Kiwanis club and
to learn about their interests and skills. Follow the
orientation outline and power point to help you cover

everything that needs to be reviewed.

v/ Conduct an induction ceremony. Members only
get inducted once — so make it memorable. Include
details about the new member’s life and interests to
help introduce them to other Kiwanians in the club.
This is also a good opportunity to show appreciation

to the sponsoring member. Kiwanis International

provides a suggested script for your club’s induction
ceremony, but it is only a launching point. Feel free to

tailor it to your club’s needs.

v/ Show new members that they are needed. Assigning
a new member to a committee can also help engage
their special talents and interests. Giving them a task
connected to a meeting or project helps them feel like
a part of the team. If they miss a meeting, follow-up

and let them know that they were missed.

V" Ask for new members’ feedback. After new members
are inducted, consider asking some of them to
casually meet with the club Board of Directors. A new
person’s input can provide a new perspective. A few
months later, survey them to get a sense of how they
feel about the club.

Clubs lose members who don't feel engaged in club
activities and just drift away. Is this happening in your

club? Find out why and reengage them.

v/ Review the club roster to identify members who have

become inactive.
v/ Assign club members to contact inactive members.
v/ Contact inactive members by phone or with a
personal visit to tell them what's happening and invite

them to the next event.

2023-2024 District Governor Tim Lubinsky can be
reached at 920-450-3951 or tlubinsky 19@hotmail.com.

UPCOMING KIWANIS EVENTS

Kiwanis International Convention ....... ... July 3-7
Denver, Colorado

Kiwanis District Convention. . ......... August 16-18
Eau Claire, Wisconsin

Keyleader ..................... September 13-15

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin


mailto:tlubinsky19%40hotmail.com?subject=
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REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR WI-UM DISTRICT CONVENTION

Submitted by Justin Hahn, WI-UM Kiwanis District Executive Director

The theme of this year's Wisconsin-Upper Michigan
Kiwanis District convention is “Road Trip to Service.”

The August 16th-18th event will be held at the Lismore
Hotel in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. Plan to gather for an
unforgettable weekend filled with Kiwanis fun, education,
celebrations, fundraising and conducting district

business. Register online at k30.site.kiwanis.org/dcon.

Book your overnight reservations at the Lismore Hotel
by calling the front desk directly at (715) 835-8888, Ext.
0, referencing group code WMK or book a room online

at www.hilton.com/en/hotels/eaudtdt-the-lismore-hotel-

eau-claire, using the group code WMK under special
rates. The deadline to receive the group rate of $139/
single or $149 double is July 15, 2024.

OFFICIAL CALL: 2024 WI-UM DISTRICT CONVENTION - THE LISMORE HOTEL - EAU CLAIRE, W1 - AUGUST 16-18

Article VI, Section 3 of the Bylaws of the Wisconsin-Upper
Michigan District of Kiwanis International requires the
Executive Director to notify each charter club an official
call to the Annual Convention at least sixty days prior to

the date of the same.

Your attention is invited to District Bylaw Article 13 Section
1 regarding bylaw amendments to be considered by the

House of Delegates at the Annual Convention.

"Proposed amendments, which shall be submitted only by
a club in good standing or by the District Board of Trustees,
shall be received by the Executive Director at least sixty
days prior to the date of the convention. The Executive
Director shall send a copy of all proposed amendments

to the secretary of each chartered club not less than thirty
days prior to the date of the convention.” Therefore, any
proposed amendments must be post-marked to the
district office by Wednesday, July 17, 2024.


https://k30.site.kiwanis.org/dcon/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/eaudtdt-the-lismore-hotel-eau-claire/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/eaudtdt-the-lismore-hotel-eau-claire/
https://k30.site.kiwanis.org/dcon/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/eaudtdt-the-lismore-hotel-eau-claire/
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NOMINATIONS FOR DISTRICT CONVENTION AWARDS ARE DUE MAY I5TH

Submitted by Justin Hahn, WI-UM Kiwanis District Executive Director

The district has one final opportunity for clubs and
members to be recognized for the 2022-2023 Kiwanis
year. Submissions for the Bill Solberg Distinguished
Service Medal and the Outstanding Club Fundraiser
Award must be sent to the district office, postmarked by
May 15th, 2024.

The Hilmar L. “Bill” Solberg Distinguished Service Medal
is presented on behalf of WI-UM Past District Governors

and honors an individual with the following criteria:

v Actively served in Kiwanis for a period of not less than
ten years

v/ Have served as a lieutenant governor or district
chairperson

v’ Actively participated outside of Kiwanis in other

community or civic endeavors

Nominations for this award must be made by a club’s
Board of Directors. Evidential material must be submitted
in support of the nominee. Nominees may be living or

deceased. The Past Governors selection committee, at

its discretion, may honor more than one individual each

year, but is not bound to select any nominee.

The Outstanding Club Fundraiser Award recognizes a
Kiwanis club's dedication and effort in having produced
the most outstanding fundraiser during the year. An
outstanding fundraiser must have made an impact

in the amount of funds raised, the time spent on the
project, and the number of club members, Kiwanis family

members and guests involved.

Submission forms for both awards — which can be
found on the district website: https://k30.site.kiwanis.

org/awards — must be postmarked no later than May
15th. Awards will be presented at this year's District
Convention taking place in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, August
16-18. If your club submits an award nomination, please
ensure that your club — as well as individuals nominated

— makes an effort to attend the convention.

Our members do so much and should be recognized for

it, so consider applying for one or both awards.

KDF APPROVES $21,425 IN CLUB GRANTS & MATCHING SCHOLARSHIPS

Submitted by Mark Finger, WI-UM Kiwanis District Foundation Secretary/Treasurer

The WI-UM Kiwanis District Foundation approved the
following grants at the October and April Board of

Directors meetings:

General Grants ($11,675 total)
e Eau Claire-Clear Water — $2,000 for Doll & Pet Parade.

e Alger County — $3,000 for Mystery Science Packs.

e | a Crosse — $3,000 for the Norskedalen Nature and

Heritage Center: Nordic Roots, Wisconsin Soil program.

* Ripon Early Birds — $3,000 for the Riggs County Park

accessible playground.

* Sheboygan Falls — $675 for youth bicycle safety

helmets.

Matching Scholarships ($9,750 total)

e Alger County ¢ Greater East Troy

e Appleton e Greater Ishpeming-
¢ Burlington Pioneer

e Cambria e Green Bay

e Chilton * Madison West

¢ Darboy * Marshfield

¢ Dodgeville * New Holstein

e Eau Claire ® Portage

® Elm Grove Golden K

® Fabulous Fond du Lac

® Reedsburg
¢ Sheboygan Falls


https://k30.site.kiwanis.org/awards/
https://k30.site.kiwanis.org/awards/
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PAUL SHRODE ANNOUNCES 2024-2025 GOVERNOR-ELECT CANDIDACY

Submitted by Paul Shrode, Division é Lt. Governor

| am pleased and excited

to submit my name for
consideration as your 2024-
2025 Wisconsin-Upper Michigan

District Governor-elect.

| have always had a passion for

working with youth and building

Paul Shrode stronger communities, and

have dedicated my efforts to numerous community
organizations and volunteer activities through the years.

| currently serve Kiwanis as District Parliamentarian and
Past Lt. Governor’'s Council president and representative
to the Board, past-president representative on the District

Foundation Board of Directors, and club secretary.

| joined the Appleton-Fox Cities Kiwanis Club in
October 1994, and have maintained perfect attendance
ever since. | have had the opportunity to serve as
distinguished club president and secretary, It. governor,
and president and board member of the District
Foundation. | helped establish two Kiwanis clubs and

have been active with our sponsored youth programs.

| was honored to receive the Solberg Award, and am

a Hixson, Zeller, and Van Kleef fellow. | have hosted a
number of midyear conferences and a couple of annual
conventions, and have attended every district convention
since joining. | have attended and served as a delegate

from my club to several International Conventions.

| retired recently from a career in college administration
and had the honor of serving as chair and board member
for my professional association. | returned to scouting
when my son became a Cub Scout and | continue to
serve as an assistant scoutmaster and merit badge
counselor and am vice-president for membership of the
Bay Lakes Council. | also served as district chair. | am a
Vigil member of the Order of the Arrow and recipient of
a District Award of Merit and the Silver Beaver award. |
cantor and sing with my church choir, volunteer weekly at
the Salvation Army food pantry, and have served on the
Appleton Octoberfest committee since 1982 and am the
chair. | also work with the Sigma Chi Fraternity Chapter at
Ripon College.

| am blessed with a supportive spouse, Stacy, who has
joined me for many Kiwanis adventures, and our son
Andy, who is currently stationed in Seoul, South Korea in
the U.S. Army. A native of the Detroit area, | have lived in
Wisconsin since 1982, having also lived and worked in
Ohio, Indiana and Michigan. | believe firmly in the aims
and purposes of Kiwanis and look forward to building a
stronger, more vibrant organization with all of you in the

years ahead.
| look forward to your support.
2024-2025 WI-UM Kiwanis District Governor-elect

Candidate Paul Shrode can be reached at 920-809-2872

or psshrode@aol.com.

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL SPOTLIGHTS KIWANIS ‘N COPS ‘N KIDS

Submitted by Jean Long Manteufel, Kiwanis ‘n Cops ‘n Kids District Signature Project Chair

Kiwanis International recently featured the Kiwanis 'n
Cops 'n Kids District Signature Project on the Kiwanis
International web blog. 2020-2021 District Governor

Jean Long Manteufel’s governor’s project had expanded
outside the United States to Barbados in February (see

February/March issue of the Kiwanews), which prompted

a post about the literacy program on the blog in late

March as well as on Facebook in early April.

The Facebook post, which referred readers back to the
blog, read: “Connecting kids, cops and books! See how
the Kiwanis Club of Barbados Central has become the
first club outside the U.S. to use a program that started in
the WI-UM District. And see how your club can, too.”

What a wonderful opportunity to gain national exposure

for this amazing service project!


mailto:psshrode%40aol.com?subject=
https://www.kiwanis.org/kiwanis-club-program-connects-kids-cops-and-books/
https://www.kiwanis.org/kiwanis-club-program-connects-kids-cops-and-books/
https://dwyq4sa1lz55y.cloudfront.net/uploads/sites/339/2024/03/020324Kiwanews-1.pdf
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PURPOSE-DRIVEN MARKETING AND MEMBERSHIP PLAN IS ESSENTIAL

Submitted by Alan Arbuckle, WI-UM Kiwanis District Master Club Coach

The first half of the Kiwanis year, which started in
October, has passed. Is your club making progress

on your membership goal? Unfortunately, probably

not. Every club losses members over time. To continue
your club’s level of service we need every club to make
membership a real priority. I'm talking about as big

a priority as fundraising and your service projects. To
increase membership, clubs need an active membership
committee that will hold itself accountable to make a real,

continual effort to bring in new members.

Does your club have a marketing plan and a recruiting
method? What is a marketing plan? Simply, how does
your club let your community know that your Kiwanis
club exists and is doing important things to improve
the community and the lives of children. What is your
recruiting method? Some clubs do a great job just by
continually inviting people to meetings and projects.
Other clubs have luck inviting people to attend a special
function. The special function can be a social event or a
fundraiser (e.g. pancake breakfast, wine/beer/whiskey
tasting, or community fair). The Two-For-Two initiative

is proving to be a reliable recruiting method. But any
method that your club uses depends on members who

can share their enthusiasm for Kiwanis.

Members who aren’t on the membership committee can
also help. All members can suggest people who would
make good Kiwanians. Members know or do business
with banks, insurance agencies, real estate agents,

grocers, cleaners, people who cut hair, police officers,

“What if we don’t change at all ...
and something magical just happens?”

fire fighters, etc. On the club level, the Board of Directors
should set a realistic goal and allocate funds to help

increase membership.

As a district, 152 new members were brought in

during the first six months of our Kiwanis year. Kiwanis
International tells us we will need about 425 new
members for the year to replace the loss of members the

district will likely lose this year.

Kiwanians, we need your help. Develop a growth mindset
that we are all in this together to serve the children, which

is certainly a noble cause.

Master Club Coach Alan Arbuckle can be reached at 719-
502-7853 or ajarbuckle@yahoo.com.

IPADS FOR AUTISM WI-UM DISTRICT SIGNATURE PROJECT UPDATE

Submitted by Lynn Messer, iPads for Autism District Signature Project Chair

As of March 29, 2024, the WI-UM Kiwanis District has
granted 1,674 iPads to children on the autism spectrum.
Orders for more iPads are being placed approximately
every other week and we are closing in on 1,700 iPads
granted since the iPads for Autism project began during
the 2012-2013 Kiwanis year. | thank all the clubs who
have participated in this high-impact signature project.

NG 2

Focus
on Autism

More information about the
iPads for Autism District

Signature Project, including
a downloadable application,
can be found online at

kiwanisautismproject.com.

Image credit: AndrewGenn/Getty Images


mailto:ajarbuckle%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.kiwanisautismproject.com/
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FORGING A RELATIONSHIP WITH THE MEDIA WILL HAVE A HIGH IMPACT

Submitted by Ron Horner, WI-UM Public Relations Coordinator

Kiwanis Clubs have long been recognized for their
commitment to serving communities worldwide. These
service organizations, with a focus on improving the
lives of children and communities, have a significant
impact through their charitable activities and community
projects. While much of their work happens on the
ground, their relationship with the media plays a crucial
role in amplifying their message, garnering support, and

reaching a broader audience.

Media coverage serves as a powerful tool for Kiwanis
clubs to raise awareness about their initiatives and
projects. Whether it's a fundraising event, a community
service project, or a youth leadership program, media
coverage helps to shine a spotlight on the positive

impact these clubs are making in their communities.

Additionally, media coverage can help Kiwanis clubs
to secure grants and sponsorships from organizations
that want to align themselves with causes that make a

tangible difference in the community.

Beyond raising awareness and attracting support, media
coverage also serves an educational purpose. Through
news stories, interviews, and features, Kiwanis clubs

can educate the public about the issues facing children
and communities, as well as the ways in which they are
working to address these challenges. By sharing stories
of impact and success, they inspire others to take action

and make a positive difference in their own communities.

While media coverage can be a powerful tool for Kiwanis

clubs, it also comes with its challenges. With the ever-

Local newspapers, television
stations, radio programs,
and online news outlets
often feature stories about
Kiwanis events, which not
only celebrate their efforts
but also inspire others to

get involved.

Media coverage also

helps Kiwanis clubs to

changing media landscape
and the rise of social media,
clubs must adapt their
communication strategies
to effectively reach their
target audience. Building
relationships with journalists
and media outlets, crafting
compelling stories, and
leveraging digital platforms

are all essential elements of

build partnerships with

Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay

other organizations,

businesses, and individuals who share their commitment
to community service. When the media highlights
Kiwanis initiatives, it not only attracts attention from
potential volunteers and donors but also opens doors for
collaboration with other like-minded organizations. This
collaboration strengthens the impact of their projects

and enables them to reach even more people in need.

Effective media coverage can also help Kiwanis clubs
in their fundraising efforts. By showcasing their projects
and highlighting the positive outcomes they achieve,
media exposure can attract donations and support

from individuals and businesses within the community.

a successful media strategy

for Kiwanis clubs.

The relationship between Kiwanis clubs and the media
is a symbiotic one, with both parties benefiting from
collaboration. Through media coverage, Kiwanis clubs
can amplify their message, attract support, and make

a greater impact in their communities. By continuing
to cultivate relationships with the media and adapting
to the evolving communication landscape, Kiwanis
clubs can ensure that their efforts to serve children and

communities are seen, heard, and celebrated.

Public Relations Coordinator Ron Horner can be reached
at 847-337-2777 or rhorner@hornerconsulting.com.



mailto:rhorner%40hornerconsulting.com?subject=
https://pixabay.com/users/geralt-9301/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1148035
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PAST LIEUTENANT GOVERNORS ARE INTEGRAL TO DISTRICT SUCCESS

Submitted by Paul Shrode, Past Lieutenant Governor’s Council

Ever feel like once you have retired from a position,
you suddenly become a “has been” or even forgotten?
Thankfully, Kiwanis has a good memory and those

of us who served as lieutenant governors remain
relevant, informed and vital to the future of our service
organization. Notice | used the word “service”; | am
suggesting we undertake service for the Wisconsin-

Upper Michigan Kiwanis District!

Past lieutenant governors can contribute meaningfully
to the growth and success of Kiwanis. Having served

on the Board, worked closely with clubs of all sizes and
character, promoted recruitment and retention, provided
service and support to club officers, and promoted
programs and services, lieutenant governors possess
the experience and understanding to remain a powerful
source of strength and support to our clubs, our current

lieutenant governors, and our district.

Upon installing club officers, we often remind the past
president that they are still a vital part of the club as they
continued for another year. And so it is for each of us
who has served as lieutenant governor. It is incumbent
upon us to remain actively engaged, not only at the club

level, but within our division and the district as well.

How can you make a significant contribution by sharing
your talents, insights and experience? First and foremost,
you can offer and provide support to the lieutenant
governor in your division. This is the season when many
of our divisions elect new lieutenant governors. Few fully
understand the role they will undertake. You can be a
sounding board, support system, even an assistant as

they serve their clubs.

Your help in cultivating potential candidates is vital to
divisions which struggle to find them. The Membership
and Engagement team supports clubs with coaching
while identifying areas for new club development. They
need your experience. You can be a resource for your
club, helping members understand Kiwanis priorities
and programs, encouraging interclub and district events
and promoting service projects and fundraisers. You are

uniquely qualified to make a difference.

Our Past Lt. Governor's Council gathers every year at the
district convention. All past and current It. governors are
members and welcome to join us for breakfast on August
17th. As your representative to the Board, | am glad to
pass along suggestions and concerns. You may reach me
at psshrode@aol.com or by phone at 920-809-2872.

Join us at the 2024 Kiwanis International Convention in Denver. Find more information

and register online at www.kiwanis.org/members/kiwanis-convention.



mailto:psshrode%40aol.com?subject=
https://www.kiwanis.org/members/kiwanis-convention/
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‘TASTE OF WISCONSIN™ RETURNS TO KENOSHA'S LAKEFRONT IN JULY

Submitted by Ron Horner, Kiwanis Club of Western Kenosha

The award-winning Taste of Wisconsin™ festival brings
the tastes, flavors and cultures of Wisconsin together in
one amazing event on Kenosha's beautiful lakeshore.
Presented by the Kiwanis Club of Western Kenosha and
T-Fiber, Taste of Wisconsin™ happens Friday, July 26
through Sunday, July 28 at Celebration Place, Downtown
Kenosha, along the shore of Lake Michigan. This is a
family-friendly celebration of all things tasteful and all

things Wisconsin in their flavor.

The 13th annual event will be a feast for your senses
with more than 30 food and beverage vendors serving
up their fresh-made specialties. The many offerings on
the menu include fan favorites like Wisconsin cheese
curds; jerk chicken; BBQ ribs; brisket and pulled pork;
spring rolls; homemade sausages; roasted corn-on-the-
cob; and ethnic dishes including ltalian, Mexican, Polish,
Jamaican, Vietnamese, and German. The menu also
features unique items such as pepper medleys, funnel
cakes, mini pies and gourmet wine slushy mixes. Foodies
desiring the unusual won't go away disappointed...

Oreos and Twinkies will hit the deep fryers this year!

And to wash it all down, an array of specialty and
traditional beers, flavorful wines, ciders, smoothies, and
other refreshing beverages will be available. Vendors will
accept cash for all food and non-alcoholic beverages and
products. Beer and wine will be sold at the event's four

beverage gardens.

Sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Western Kenosha, Taste of
Wisconsin™ is a much-loved food, beverage, and entertainment festival.
And the live music lineup is as impressive as the

food choices! Over 80 live musical performances are
scheduled throughout the event on four music stages on

the Taste of Wisconsin™ grounds.

Admission and parking are free and Kenosha's vintage
electric streetcar system is a fun and convenient way to
make your way from your parking spot to the front gates

of the event.

All proceeds from Taste of Wisconsin™ benefit charities
and community programs. The Kiwanis Club of Western
Kenosha's fundraising efforts are dedicated to providing
a better quality of life for area youth, elderly, and the
disadvantaged. Find schedules, activities, and more at

www.tasteofwi.com.

MEDFORD CLUB DESIGNS T-SHIRT TO CELEBRATE 80TH ANNIVERSARY

Submitted by Karen Block, Medford Kiwanis Club

The Medford Kiwanis Club is excited to celebrate its 80th
Anniversary in May. Club member Brian Wilson designed
T-shirts for members to wear at
upcoming events to promote
the club. To kick off the club’s
anniversary, members will host
the inaugural Kiwanis Music in
the Park concerts in the Tombstone Pizza Pavilion Stage

at Medford City Park. These outdoor performances will

be held Thursday evenings from May 23rd through

September 5th and will feature local talent each week.

The club would also like to acknowledge two gentlemen
who have been members for more than 40 years. Stan
Carbaugh joined the club in 1982 and Dave Goessl
joined in 1983. Over the years these two men have held
every office position within the club and continue to

participate in club activities. Congratulations!


https://www.tasteofwi.com/
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KIWANIS-SPONSORED SCOUT TROOPS MAY LEAD TO FUTURE KIWANIANS

Submitted by Randall Durner, Kiwanis Club of Wisconsin Dells

The Kiwanis Club of Wisconsin Dells has supported Cub
Scout Pack 79 and Boy Scout Troop 66 for many years.

The club also helped charter a troop for young ladies.

While scout troops are not Kiwanis-sponsored Service
Leadership Programs, they fill an important role in the
development of young leaders. The scouts are exposed
to strong traditions, a value system of integrity and ethics
that meshes well with those of Kiwanis, and leadership

opportunities. They also learn the value of service.

Our club’s scout liaison — along with other Kiwanis
members — are invited to attend meetings and

ceremonies at which scouts are awarded new ranks or

merit badges, or milestone achievements are recognized.

Governor-elect Kathleen Durner and | were honored

to attend an Eagle Scout Court of Honor. Attaining the
rank of Eagle Scout is an outstanding accomplishment. It
requires a scout to earn a minimum of 26 merit badges,
to have achieved the rank of Life Scout, and to have

performed an Eagle Scout project.

At a scout reservation on the shores of Castle Rock
Flowage north of Mauston in March, Scouts of Troop 66,
their parents, family, and friends were gathered to honor
Eric Fischer. Eric earned 36 merit badges, including four
required citizenship merit badges, which earned him
silver and gold palms for his Eagle Scout medal, one for
each five additional merit badges earned beyond the 26
required. He also performed a service project, installing

an information kiosk at the boat launch at Mirror Lake

Dick Mortimer

Eric Fischer, second from left, earned his Eagle Scout award in March.
The Kiwanis Club of Wisconsin Dells sponsors his scout troop.

State Park. Eric has been a Den Chief for Pack 79, a
senior patrol leader, a junior assistant scoutmaster, and a

counselor-in-training at a boy scout camp near Janesville.

His accomplishments, his character, and his integrity were
honored by Scoutmaster Nick Radzinski, a DNR ranger
from Mirror Lake State Park, and Wisconsin Senator Joan
Ballweg, who read a proclamation in honor of the new
Eagle Scout. | was fortunate, as president of the Kiwanis
Club of Wisconsin Dells, to extend our congratulations

on Eric's achievement.

Only 4% of Boy Scouts ever achieve the rank of Eagle
Scout. Those who do are considered exceptional
individuals, the kind of person that the military,
businesses, and government are typically looking to
recruit. If your club sponsors a scout troop, when was the
last time one of your members attended a scout meeting
or a Court of Honor? Perhaps it's time to attend one. You

might just recruit a future Kiwanian!

IN MEMORIAM: DUANE “DICK” MORTIMER

Submitted by Chris Behl, Columbus Kiwanis Club

1988-1989 WI-UM Kiwanis District Governor Duane “Dick” Mortimer, of the Columbus Kiwanis
Club, passed away on March 22, 2024 at the age of 102. Dick was a WWII veteran, having
served in the Pacific Theater. He was a dedicated teacher, principal and superintendent of
schools in his beloved Columbus community. A 32nd Degree Mason, Dick lived to serve others.
Husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather, Dick’s was a life well lived. We are grateful

for the years of service Dick gave to Kiwanis. Read more in his online obituary.



https://www.jensenfuneralandcremation.com/obituary/duane-dick-mortimer

PAGE 12

WI-UM KIWANIS DISTRICT KIWANEWS

DARBOY KIWANIS CLUB’S POSITIVE IMPACT ON YOUTH IS RECOGNIZED

Submitted by Ron Simonis, Kiwanis Club of Darboy

The Kiwanis Club of Darboy, celebrating its 25th year

of community service, received an unexpected honor

in April. In recognition of its support for the youth of

the Darboy community and the Kimberly area schools,
the Kiwanis Club of Darboy was nominated by the
Kimberly school district for the Wisconsin Association of
School District Administrators Child Advocacy Award.
Nominees for this award must demonstrate a significant
commitment to children by sharing their time, talents
and/or financial support. Members of the Darboy Kiwanis
Club, accompanied by members of the Kimberly High
School Key Club, were recognized by the Kimberly Board
of Education at its April 22 meeting.

The Kimberly schools praised the Darboy club for its
history of service. “The Kimberly Area School District is
proud to celebrate the Kiwanis Club of Darboy on its
25th anniversary of dedicated service to our community.
For a quarter of a century, the Kiwanis club has been

a vital partner to Kimberly High School’s Key Club,
providing crucial support and fostering a legacy of
leadership and volunteerism among our students. We
look forward to continuing this successful collaboration

and celebrating further achievements together.”

In addition to sponsoring the Key Club, the Kiwanis club
annually supports scholarships and a student-of-the-

month program at Kimberly High School. Through the

Kiwanians and Key Club members gathered to celebrate the recognition
received from the Kimberly Area School District.

iPads for Autism project, the club has supported many

students and families with communication and learning.

The Darboy club has supported school initiatives such as
a cancer fundraiser and a football camp for children with
special needs. Among the longest-running projects for
the club is its annual Adopt-a-Family Christmas. The club
has helped families celebrate a traditional holiday even

in difficult times by providing gifts for them.

"The members of the Darboy Kiwanis Club appreciate
this recognition from the Kimberly Area School District,”
said Kiwanis President Ron Simonis. “The club’s longevity
is due in large part to its relationship with the Kimberly
schools. While Kiwanis’ motto is Serving the Children

of the World, every Kiwanis club understands that this
begins with serving the children and families of their

local communities.”

FORT ATKINSON KIWANIS CLUB SUPPORTS CHILD LITERACY PROJECT

Submitted by Robert Bell, Fort Atkinson Kiwanis Club

At the age of 82, | am one of the oldest members of the
Fort Atkinson Kiwanis Club and have been a member
since | was 37. | joined Kiwanis after aging out of Jaycees.

| am a proud member and stay as active as | am able.

The Fort Atkinson Kiwanis Club recently contributed
$500 to the Liberty Through Literacy Foundation, the
local partner of the Dolly Parton Imagination Library.
This means that 20 children from birth through age 5 will

get a book mailed to their home every month for one

year. The goal of the program is to help

children learn to love to read, and

to be able to read well before they

start school. The American Pediatric

Society has done surveys which show

that children who read books before

they enter school have a huge advantage

over children who do not receive this benefit. Learn more

about the Dolly Parton Imagination Library and how your

Kiwanis club can participate in this literacy project online.


https://imaginationlibrary.com/
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The Kiwanis Club of West Racine made its 432nd monthly interclub meeting (that's 36 years!) on April 4th with the Westosha Salem Kiwanis. Front row
(from left) are: Sarah Gelden, Christie Marr, Jack Miller, Lena Wilburn, Carri Johnson, Stacey Kuhfuss (all of Westosha), Jo Ann Michel and Paul Holley
(West Racine), and Marcia Nolan (Westosha). Back row (from left) are: Jamison Wilburn (Westosha), Jim Michel, Gary Guttenberg, Rob Cooper (all of

West Racine), and Rob Warmouth (Westosha).

36 YEARS OF MONTHLY INTERCLUB MEETINGS CELEBRATED IN RACINE

Submitted by Paul Holley, Division 1 Lieutenant Governor

On the evening of April 4, 2024, the Kiwanis Club of West
Racine reached a major milestone — and earned possible
bragging rights — by making its 432nd consecutive
monthly interclub visit. That's 36 years of interclubs! Six
of the West Racine club’s members made the trip to
Paddock Lake for the Westosha Salem Kiwanis Club’s
regular monthly meeting held at Drifter’s Bar & Grill.

Back in April 1988, no one in the West Racine club
expected that the practice of monthly interclubs would
be carried on for more than three decades. But once the
streak started, nobody wanted to break it, explained Jim

Michel, the West Racine club’s current interclub chair.

Veteran members recall instances of making multiple
interclub meetings in a day (a breakfast meeting followed
by a lunch or dinner meeting and a round of golf in
between). But in recent years, most of the West Racine
Kiwanis’ monthly interclub visits have been to nearby
clubs in Racine and Kenosha counties with occasional
visits to clubs in Milwaukee. The interclub attendance
streak has earned the West Racine club numerous Round

Robin awards from the WI-UM District over the years.

One feature of interclubs that many members enjoy

is learning first-hand about other club'’s activities. The

West Racine club’s April visit to Westosha Salem was

no exception. Westosha members told of their club’s
recent Easter egg hunt and bicycle raffle and plans for

a May golf outing to benefit Make-a-Wish. Meanwhile,
West Racine members told of the club’s major annual
fundraiser — a raffle night dinner — and plans to award six

scholarships of $2,500 each to local high school seniors.

The April interclub marks the end of the streak, however.
"We thought we'd end it on a nice round number,” said
Michel. The West Racine club will continue to make

interclub visits — just not every month of the year.

To put the club’s interclub streak into perspective, here's

what the world looked like when the tradition started in

April of 1988,

* The federal hourly minimum wage was $3.35.

¢ A one-pound loaf of bread cost about 60 cents.

e The most popular TV shows included “The Cosby
Show,” “A Different World,” and “Cheers.”

¢ "Beetlejuice” was the #1 box-office movie.

e Michael Jackson had the Billboard's #1 pop song,
“Man in the Mirror.”

® The average price of gasoline was $1.06 per gallon.

Congratulations, West Racine Kiwanians!
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KDF OFFICERS & DIVISION REPS

President

JimBurmeister .......... ... . ... . ... .. 608-429-2905
burmji@gmail.com...... ... ... .. ... ... ... .. Portage
Vice President

RogerKrogstad ......................... 715-207-2720
krog4kiwanis@gmail.com ..................... Marshfield
Secretary/Treasurer

Mark Finger. ..., 920-229-2571
markfingerkdf@wiumkiwanis.org................... Berlin
Immediate Past President

JanWilliams . ... ... ... ... ... .. .. ... 920-279-2736
JaN@jwains.Com .. ... Berlin
Division 1/Term: 2021-2024

Melissa Loebach. ........................ 224-730-1558
mbondy1024@gmail.com...................... Kenosha
Division 2/Term: 2021-2024

JimBuskel ........ ... ... .. ... 262-796-0633
buskel@wi.rr.com ................... Elm Grove Golden K
Division 3/Term: 2021-2024

Larry Koziol ....... ... ... o o i L. 262-338-1996
larrykoziol@gmail.com. . .......... West Bend, Early Risers
Division 4/Term: 2024-2026
BobCullen............ ... .. ... ......... 920-849-2059
Noemail. ......... . .. Chilton
Division 5/Term: 2024-2026

Todd Liebergen ............. . ... .. 920-393-0300
tmliebergen@gmail.com....................... Appleton
Division 6/Term: 2022-2025

DennisAndreasen ....................... 608-768-7543
denniscandre@rucls.net ..................... Reedsburg
Division 7/Term: 2021-2024

Glendalee ........... ... .. ... ... ....... 608-615-0066
glendaleeO1@centurytel.net. ................... La Crosse
Division 8/Term: 2021-2024

Kenlrwin ... .. . 920-827-2109
IrWinsS@tcei.Com .. ..., New Holstein
Division 9/Term: 2022-2025

louise Gudex ............. ... ... 920-923-6870
lgudex@fdipha.org. ........................ Fond du Lac
Division 10/Term: 2024-2026

Mary AnnWepfer. ..., 920-725-6004
dwepfer@new.rr.com................ Appleton-Fox Cities
Division 11/Term: 2022-2025
LoriBents........... ... . .. 715-389-1570
Ibentsdc@tznet.com. ........... ... ... ... ..... Marshfield
Division 12/Term: 2022-2025
LaVoneSneen............ ... .. ... .. ..... 715-797-3556
sneenl@uwec.edu ................ Eau Claire-Clear Water
Division 13/Term: 2022-2025. . ... ................ Vacant
Division 14/Term: 2024-2026

Cathy Weisinger. ... .. 906-202-1297
cathyweisinger@yahoo.com................ Alger County
Past Foundation President Representative

Paul Shrode............................. 920-809-2872
psshrode@aol.com.................. Appleton-Fox Cities

WI-UM KIWANIS DISTRICT KIWANEWS

2023-2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Governor

Tim Lubinsky . ... 920-450-3951
tlubinsky 19@hotmail.com........ ... ... ... ... ....... Ripon
Governor-elect

Kathy Durner......... ... .. o it 814-331-2240
kathydurner1949@gmail.com ................ Wisconsin Dells
Executive Director & Past Governor Trustee

JustinHahn . ... .. .. ... .. ... 414-510-1609
justinhahn@wiumkiwanis.org................. Waterford Area
Immediate Past Governor

Bill Abbott....... .. ... 608-935-9526
wladodge@gmail.com........... ... ... ... ..., Dodgeville
Past Governor Trustee

JimBuskel ... ... 262-796-0633
buskel@wi.rrcom ........... ... ... ..... Elm Grove Golden K

Past Lt. Governor Representative

Paul Shrode........ ... ... . ... ... .. ... 920-809-2872
psshrode@aol.com...................... Appleton-Fox Cities
Lt. Governor Division 1/Term: 2023-2025

PaulHolley....... ... ... .. . 262-637-9093
paulh_wi@yahoo.com .......................... West Racine
Lt. Governor Division 2/Term: 2022-2024

William Martens ... 414-254-5480
wemartw@gmail.com. ................... Elm Grove Golden K
Lt. Governor Division 3/Term: 2023-2025

Wally Smith . ... 414-943-0892
wally.smith@scouting.org . ... .. Milwaukee
Lt. Governor Division 4/Term: 2023-2025.............. Vacant
Lt. Governor Division 5/Term: 2022-2024

KenSaville........ ... ... 608-225-3377
kensaville.1951@gmail.com................... Madison West
Lt. Governor Division 6/Term: 2022-2024

LoriBents. ... 715-389-1570
Ibentsdc@tznet.com. ... Marshfield
Lt. Governor Division 7/Term: 2022-2024

MikeBernath .............. .. .. 608-366-1988
mikeandamyarenow@hotmail.com .................... Sparta
Lt. Governor Division 8/Term: 2022-2024

Michael “Fitz" Fitzpatrick . . .. .......... ... ... 262-777-0038
fitzforkiwanis@gmail.com ...................... New Holstein
Lt. Governor Division 9/Term: 2023-2025

Kathy Strong Langolf.......... ... ... ... ... 920-948-5056
kathystronglangolf@wiumkiwanis.org. . . . ... Fond du Lac Noon
Lt. Governor Division 10/Term: 2023-2025

PeterCarman ....... ... .o i 920-460-6748
peter@peterjcarman.lawyer .................... Grand Chute
Lt. Governor Division 11/Term: 2023-2025

Miki BiX. .o 715-748-3237
mikibix@hotmail.com............ ... ... ... ... ...... Medford
Lt. Governor Division 12/Term: 2023-2025

Becky Mattson. ............. . 218-461-0220
rmattson711@gmail.com ...................... ... Eau Claire
Lt. Governor Division 13/Term: 2023-2025

DaleVannes .............ciiiiiiiniinn.. 715-851-1038
drvannes@yahoo.com ........................ Ashwaubenon
Lt. Governor Division 14/Term: 2022-2024

SteveHalsey ...... ...l 906-362-0298

trh_sph1987@yahoo.com......................... Marquette
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2023-2024 APPOINTED POSITIONS

aKtion Club Administrator
CharlesZarnoth .......... .. ... ... ........... 920-849-2658
cjzarnothapc@gmail.com ..................... ... ... Chilton

Builders Club Administrator
M.A.“Fred” Dietze ........ ... .. 715-781-7167
fred@freddietze.ccom . .................... ... Greater Hudson

Circle K Administrator
Lena Scheibengraber ... L. 414-418-9779
administrator@wumcki.org . . . .. Metropolitan Milwaukee Nights

District Convention
LaVoneSneen ...... ... .. ... .. ... ... .. 715-797-3556
sneenl@uwec.edu .................... Eau Claire-Clear Water

District Foundation President
JimBurmeister ......... .. 608-429-2905
burmji@gmail.com......... ... . ... Portage

District Foundation Secretary/Treasurer
Mark Finger. ... 920-229-2571
markfingerkdf@wiumkiwanis.org....................... Berlin

K-Kids Administrator
Becky Mattson. . ... 218-461-0220
rmattson711@gmail.com ................. ... ... Eau Claire

Key Club Co-administrators

Erinldler ... . 262-909-5560
erinidler@gmail.com .......... Metropolitan Milwaukee Nights
SaraNolan........ ... ... . 262-909-9683
nolans24@gmail.com ...................... Westosha, Salem

Key Leader Coordinator
AnnaBruhn...... ... ... o ool 608-393-6811
info@wiumkeyleader.org........... Sauk Prairie, Prairie du Sac

Kiwanews Editor

Tonya Alling. ... o i i i 920-229-5531
tonyaalling@wiumkiwanis.org ............... Ripon Early Birds
Kiwanis Children’s Fund

Michael “Fitz” Fitzpatrick . .. ................ ... 262-777-0038
fitzforkiwanis@gmail.com ...................... New Holstein
Kiwanis Partnership Coordinator . ................. ... Vacant
Master Club Coach

Alan Arbuckle .......... .. 719-502-7853
ajarbuckle@yahoo.com................. Whitewater Breakfast

Master Instructor
Jean Long Manteufel......................... 920-585-7769
jean@longmoving.com .................. Appleton-Fox Cities

Parliamentarian

Paul Shrode. ... ... ... 920-809-2872
psshrode@aol.com...................... Appleton-Fox Cities
Public Relations Coordinator

RonHorner ...... ... . oo i 847-337-2777
rhorner@hornerconsulting.com............. Western Kenosha

Risk Management & Youth Protection
JohnCollins.............o oo 262-914-2721
coljrcollins@gmail.com .................... Western Kenosha
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2023-2024 DISTRICT CHAIRS

Bylaws and Policies

JimBurmeister ........ ... o oL 608-429-2905
burmji@gmail.com........ ... ... . i . Portage
District Signature Project — iPads for Autism

LynnMesser ... 920-946-0652
Immsr001@gmail.com.................. Sheboygan Falls
District Signature Project — Kiwanis ‘n Cops 'n Kids

Jean Long Manteufel..................... 920-585-7769
jean@longmoving.com .............. Appleton-Fox Cities
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

Mike Hipple. ...... ... i 920-730-9502
mikehippled@gmail.com. ...................... Appleton
Finance

Bruce Hoehne................. ... . ... 608-358-1344
b.hoehne@yahoo.com. ................... Madison West
Human and Spiritual Values
JimKieso......... .o 262-442-1749
mrkieso@gmail.com................. Elm Grove Golden K
Leadership Development Coordinator

RonSchuler....... ... . 608-821-0987
rschuler@wisc.edu ....................... Madison West
Membership and Engagement Co-chairs
AnnaBruhn........ ... ... ... oL 608-393-6811
membership@wiumkiwanis.org . .Sauk Prairie, Prairie du Sac
DaleVannes .................ooooii... 715-851-1038
drvannes@yahoo.com .................... Ashwaubenon
Service

AnnPilot ... 262-939-1614
annmarie.pilot@gmail.com. ... ... Metro Milwaukee Nights

KIWANEWS SCHEDULE

October/November.............. November 1 Deadline
December/January ................ January 1 Deadline
February/March .................... March 1 Deadline
April/May. ... ... May 1 Deadline
June/duly ... oo July 1 Deadline
August/September. . ............ September 1 Deadline
KIWANEWS Volume 100, No. 4

Kiwanews is published six times
each year in November, January,
March, May, July and September
by the WI-UM District of Kiwanis
International, 1641 Fox River
Parkway, Waukesha, WI 53189.
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SERVICE CLUBS COLLABORATE TO SUPPORT KEY CLUB AT PIE AUCTION

Submitted by Trisha Peterson, Iron Mountain-Kingsford Kiwanis Club

The Iron Mountain-Kingsford Kiwanis and Iron Mountain-
Kingsford Rotary clubs both help the Kingsford Key Club
every year with a wonderful fundraiser. The Key Club
members bake pies and show them off at a well-attended
event, at which members of both service clubs engage in

bidding wars during a live auction.

Ted Howard and Trisha Peterson are excited to bid on fresh-baked pies.

Key Leader provides an opportunity
for teens to learn about themselves.

Make a difference in someone’s life!
Send a student! Or two!

Registration is open through Sept. 13.

Questions? Please contact us!
info@wiumkeyleader.org
www.wiumkeyleader.org

Key Club members display the pies they baked before the wild hour of
bidding between Kiwanians and Rotarians begins.

Kiwanians and Rotarians enjoyed bidding on about 25
pies and raised $2,300 for the Kingsford Key Club in mid-
April. Typically, the Key Club president hosts the event,
which raises a lot of money in less than one hour. The
Key Club members are grateful to the Kiwanis and Rotary

clubs for their support every year.

KEY LEADER IS A LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE FOR TEENAGERS (14-19)

A weekend leadership experience that prepares teens for life. Friday, September 13
through Sunday, September 15, 2024. Camp Wawbeek, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin.




