
SLINGER KIWANIS CLUB HOSTS INAUGURAL ‘HEADS UP’ 5K RUN/WALK
Submitted by Amy Keliher, Slinger Kiwanis Club

The Slinger Kiwanis Club held its inaugural Heads Up 

5K Run/Walk, which took 206 participants on a scenic 

route through Slinger on August 24, 2024 while fostering 

connections between them.

“The Slinger Kiwanis Heads Up Campaign champions 

the simple yet profound acts of keeping our heads up, 

noticing others, and fostering connections through 

empathy and support,” stated Joel Dziedzic, the club’s 

co-president.

“It encourages checking on one another, sharing our 

struggles, and seeking help when needed. While 

acknowledging tough days ahead, it reminds us that 

there’s light at the end of the tunnel, and with each 

other’s support, there’s hope for brighter tomorrows.”

The five kilometer course, which was designed through 

partnerships with Little Switzerland and the Slinger Super 

Speedway, began at Little Switzerland Ski Hill. Runners 

and walkers alike traversed around the Slinger Super 

Speedway racetrack, through the Ice Age Trail and past 

Community Park.

During the event, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and a local 

ministry group helped pass out water, which was 

donated by Uptown auto dealership and Piggly Wiggly. 

The Slinger fire and police departments and Lifestar 

ambulance were ready to assist anyone who required it.

The Slinger Kiwanis Club awarded medals in three age 

divisions following the 5K. All money raised will go back 

into the community to support children and teens.

Runners and walkers of all ages participated in the inaugural Slinger Kiwanis ‘Heads Up’ 5K fundraising event.
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2023-2024 GOVERNOR’S REFLECTIONS ON THE PAST KIWANIS YEAR
Submitted by Timothy Lubinsky, 2023-2024 WI-UM Kiwanis District Governor

My 2023-2024 Kiwanis District 

Governor’s theme was “Road 

Trip.” I chose this theme because 

the Covid-19 pandemic ended in 

2022, the quarantine was lifted, 

and it was time to get back on the 

road and start meeting in person. 

As your governor, my road trip 

through the Wisconsin-Upper 

Michigan Kiwanis District is nearly over. I would like to 

highlight some of the events that have happened.

My Governor’s Project was to remodel the 

women’s bathroom in the “castle” at Camp 

Wawbeek — an Easter Seals camp that the 

Wisconsin-Upper Michigan Kiwanis District 

has been sponsoring since 1938. My 

goal was to raise $10,000. Through your 

generosity, we have raised $14,165. Thank 

you all for your generous donations. The 

bathroom is now being remodeled and, 

hopefully, the work will be completed no 

later than October. 

The district’s most important assets are our Service 

Leadership Programs. They consist of K Kids at the 

elementary school level, Builders Club at the middle 

school level, Key Club at the high school level, Circle K 

at the college and university levels, and aKtion Clubs for 

adults with a wide range of abilities. We opened three 

new service leadership programs this year: a Builders 

Club at Kewaskum Middle School, and Key Clubs at 

Ashwaubenon High School and Hamilton High School in 

Menomonee Falls. Thank you SLP administrators.

Your Wisconsin-Upper Michigan Kiwanis District held two 

midyear conferences. The first was at Wisconsin Dells 

and enjoyed a very large turnout of Kiwanians. Governor-

elect Kathy Durner did an outstanding job organizing 

the event. The second midyear conference was held in 

Escanaba, Michigan. Lieutenant Governor Steve Halsey 

also did a great job organizing the conference.

In July the Kiwanis International Convention was held 

in Denver, Colorado. Wisconsin-Upper Michigan 

District had 36 Kiwanians and guests attending. At 

this convention, a bylaws amendment to increase 

international dues from $52 to $77, effective October 1, 

2024, was passed.

We held our district convention in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 

More than 120 Kiwanians attended. A special thank you 

to LaVone Sneen, our district convention chairperson. 

One of our speakers discussed Asset Limited, Income 

Constrained, Employed (ALICE). Attendees learned what 

daily challenges this population faces.

We elected new district officers for the 

upcoming year. With the donation of raffle 

baskets and auction items, nearly $3,800 

was raised for the District Foundation.

With immense help from Executive 

Director Justin Hahn and Membership 

Chair Anna Bruhn, the Full Circle Kiwanis 

Club was chartered on August 20. It is a 

virtual club designed for Key Club and 

Circle K seniors who are graduating, enabling them to 

maintain their Kiwanis friendships and still serve others.

 A special thank you to all my lieutenant governors, 

district chairpersons and club presidents. You are the 

ones that made this year a success. Be proud that we 

fulfilled our Kiwanis mission of “Serving the Children of 

the World.”

First Lady Patricia Lubinsky and I want to thank the clubs 

which invited us to their special events. We enjoyed 

participating, meeting, and socializing with all of you.

Serving as your 2023-2024 district governor has been an 

honor. Thank you for the very memorable “Road Trip.”

2023-2024 District Governor Timothy Lubinsky can be 

reached at 920-450-3951 or tlubinsky19@hotmail.com. 

Tim Lubinsky

mailto:tlubinsky19%40hotmail.com?subject=
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PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2024 KIWANIS DISTRICT CONVENTION

Kiwanis International IT Projects Engineer Makenzie Carroll lead a 
workshop on harnessing artificial intelligence to benefit your club.

Members present at the district convention received Governor Bill 
Abbott’s Excellence Award on behalf of all Division 5 clubs. 

Sponsored Leadership Program members had the opportunity to speak 
about their club during the K-Family luncheon on Saturday.

International Trustee Dawn Puderbaugh Hodges leads a workshop.

Past First Lady and Past Governor John Collins pause for a snapshot in 
front of the Road Trip themed backdrop.

“There is nothing like making friends-for-life! And getting hugs!,” says 
Past District Governor Jean Long Manteufel (right).

Governor Designate Kathy Durner receives the Governor’s Home Club 
Banner, alongside her husband, club president Randall Durner.

Division 9 members gather for their division caucus.
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MEET WI-UM KIWANIS DISTRICT GOVERNOR DESIGNATE KATHY DURNER
Submitted by 2024-2025 Governor Kathy Durner

My name is Kathleen Kennedy 

Durner. I am a native of Janesville, 

Wisconsin, and a member of 

the first graduating class from 

George S. Parker High School. At 

the time, our closest neighbors 

were a herd of Holstein cattle.

I am married to Randall Durner, president of the 

Wisconsin Dells Kiwanis Club. We have two children; 

Michael, a veteran and able-bodied paralympic cycling 

coach, and Erin, a critical care nurse practitioner and 

hospitalist. When we lived in Bradford, Pennsylvania, Erin, 

and her friends convinced me to become the Key Club 

faculty advisor. As a result, I have been a Kiwanian for 

more than 25 years.

Being a Key Club faculty advisor created a balance in my 

teaching career, as a learning support teacher. Some of 

the Key Club members hung out in my classroom before 

school, during lunch, and after school. They gained 

exposure to students with special needs; helped me with 

early computer skills; and had a place to feel accepted.

Kiwanis brought me on an adventure that I never 

expected. When I retired from teaching, the Bradford, 

Pennsylvania Kiwanis Club had my Kiwanis career 

mapped out. I took part on the board, served as 

president-elect, president, lieutenant governor, 

and regional trustee. When it came time to move, 

Pennsylvania Executive Director, Kevin Thomas, 

contacted former Executive Director, Mark Finger, and 

we were welcomed by Anna Bruhn and the Wisconsin 

Kiwanians. So, this brings me to today, where I have 

served as Lieutenant Governor for Division 6 for four 

years and currently serve as your Governor-elect.

Why do I want to serve as your governor? Simply put, I 

have a huge heart for children of all ages and abilities, 

and the desire to serve each Kiwanis club individually, 

like I served students in the classroom; individualized 

Kiwanis club plans. Each club has a personality with 

varying abilities. So, it will be my responsibility to listen, 

encourage, challenge, and edify the clubs within the 

WIUM District. I also enjoy traveling adventures. So, 

visiting your club will be my adventure with a purpose. I 

will get to visit different areas of the state, meet amazing 

Kiwanians, edify your clubs, and help grow Kiwanis.

Kathy Durner

KIWANIS DISTRICT FOUNDATION IS GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Submitted by Mark Finger, WI-UM Kiwanis District Foundation

Thank you to those that brought 

raffle baskets to the district 

convention. There were 38 

baskets for the raffle this year 

and just under $3,800 was raised 

between the basket raffle and the 

live auction. Money from annual club donations and 

the basket raffle go to help support the Foundation’s 

matching scholarships and club grants. For 2023-2024, 

the Foundation budgeted more than $34,900 for club 

grants, scholarships, and other district programs. We 

could not do this without your contributions. 
Kiwanis clubs were generous with their basket raffle contributions!
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GOVERNOR-ELECT DESIGNATE PAUL SHRODE SHARES KIWANIS PASSION
Submitted by 2024-2025 Governor-elect Paul Shrode

A member of the Appleton-

Fox Cities club since 1994, Paul 

has served as distinguished 

club president and secretary, 

lieutenant governor, and 

president and board member 

of the District Foundation. 

He is currently WI-UM District 

Parliamentarian and Past Lt. 

Governor’s Council president and representative to 

the Board, past-president representative on the District 

Foundation board, and club secretary.

Paul helped establish two Kiwanis clubs and is assisting 

with the effort in Omro, Wisconsin. He has received 

the Solberg Award, and is both a Hixson and Zeller 

award recipient, as well as a Van Kleef fellow. He has 

hosted a number of mid-year conferences and annual 

conventions, and has attended every district convention 

since joining. In addition, he has attended several 

international conventions, serving as a delegate.

Paul has always had a passion for working with youth 

and building stronger communities, and has dedicated 

his efforts to numerous community organizations and 

volunteer activities through the years.

He returned to scouting when his son became a cub 

scout and continues to serve as an assistant scoutmaster 

and merit badge counselor and vice-president for 

membership of the Bay Lakes Council. He is a Vigil 

member of the Order of the Arrow and recipient of a 

District Award of Merit and the Silver Beaver award. 

Paul cantors and sings with his church choir, volunteers 

weekly at the Salvation Army food pantry, and has served 

on the Appleton Octoberfest committee since 1982. He 

also works with the Sigma Chi Fraternity Chapter at Ripon 

College. Paul retired recently from a 47-year career in 

college administration and had the honor of serving as 

chair and board member for his professional association.

He is blessed with a patient and supportive spouse, 

Stacy, who has joined in many Kiwanis adventures, and 

son Andy, who is stationed in Seoul, South Korea in the 

U.S. Army. Paul believes firmly in the aims and purposes 

of Kiwanis and looks forward to building a stronger, more 

vibrant organization with all of you in the years ahead.

Govrenor-elect Designate Paul Shrode can be reached at 

920-809-2872 or psshrode@aol.com.

Paul Shrode

DISTRICT WORKING TO REOPEN KIWANIS CLUB IN OMRO, WISCONSIN
Submitted by Kathy Strong Langolf, Division 9 Lt. Governor

The district has been working diligently to reopen the 

Kiwanis Club in Omro, Wisconsin, which disbanded in 

recent years. Shown, at right, is Governor-elect Designate 

Paul Shrode, speaking at an organizational meeting held 

this summer. A follow-up meeting was held August 22nd 

with future meetings planned. Governor Designate Kathy 

Durner hopes to get the club active during her term.

If you know someone in Omro who would make a great 

Kiwanian, please contact Division 9 Lt. Governor Kathy 

Strong Langolf at 920-948-5056 or kathystronglangolf@

wiumkiwanis.org.

mailto:psshrode%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:kathystronglangolf%40wiumkiwanis.org?subject=
mailto:kathystronglangolf%40wiumkiwanis.org?subject=
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DECLINING MEMBERSHIP IN OUR DISTRICT IS A HARD EGG TO CRACK
Submitted by Alan Arbuckle, WI-UM Kiwanis District Master Club Coach

If I say the Wisconsin-Upper Michigan District of Kiwanis 

has only 25% of the members it once did in the ’90s, 

many people can’t quite visualize what that means. Here 

is a picture that may help.

Ask any cook. You can’t do much with the remaining 

three eggs. You won’t want to waste them, but almost 

everyone would agree you need more to keep cooking. 

In much the same way, your WI-UM Kiwanis District 

doesn’t want to lose any more clubs and needs to have 

more members.

A lot of those members have been lost when clubs 

closed. And, many clubs are not the same size they 

once were. Yet few are concerned if they lose a couple 

members each year. But it all has taken a toll.

As a district, more clubs are needed to provide service 

to children in the many places we once had clubs. And 

there are opportunities in places that never had a Kiwanis 

club. We don’t have the luxury of thinking “my club only 

does service in our community.” Serving the children 

of the world may mean working to open a new club or 

recruiting members into your own club or another club 

to maintain and grow our collective service.

You may have heard a new club — the Full Circle Kiwanis 

Club — was built, comprised mostly of former Sponsored 

Leadership Program members. That’s wonderful to bring 

those young people back into the Kiwanis family. It’s 

the first club opened in more than three years. But the 

District loses quite a few clubs most years; we’ve lost 20 

clubs in the last three according to Kiwanis International.

What now? You may ask. We need members to get 

really involved. Ask people you know to help with a 

project or just invite them to a meeting. Recruitment is 

a numbers game. Ask enough people and some will 

become members. We need club presidents and boards 

to adopt a growth mindset. By that I mean a belief that 

clubs can grow and improve through effort, learning, and 

persistence.

Clubs can become better places to volunteer with better 

projects that appeal to new and especially younger 

members. Club leaders can attend trainings. Less than 

25% of club presidents attend leadership training. 

Presidents can develop a coaching leadership style to 

help and inspire members be the best volunteers that 

they can be. Membership chairs can recruit a committee 

to work the “club membership plan” to make it an actual 

strategy and not just a bunch of words on a report. 

What will your club’s legacy be? One that reinvented 

itself and will continue to serve the community for many 

more years? It is possible. Or some other alternative? It’s 

your choice.

Master Club Coach Alan Arbuckle can be reached at 719-

502-7853 or ajarbuckle@yahoo.com.

AN INDIVIDUAL CAN
MAKE A DIFFERENCE, 
BUT A TEAM CAN
MAKE A MIRACLE.
— �Doug Pederson, 

pro football coach

mailto:ajarbuckle%40yahoo.com?subject=
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KIWANIS CHILDREN’S FUND INTRODUCES THE POSSIBILITY PROJECT
Submitted by the Kiwanis Children’s Fund

Every day, children face hunger. Students struggle to 

read. Potential leaders lack mentors. Even with our best 

efforts, the need continues to grow.

Now is the time for Kiwanians to come together to turn 

what is possible into reality — creating brighter futures for 

10 million children around the globe.

The Kiwanis Children’s Fund proudly presents The 

Possibility Project, a transformative initiative by the 

Kiwanis Children’s Fund. Together we will raise $25 

million over the next five years to impact 10 million 

children globally. This is the first fundraising campaign 

dedicated exclusively to empowering Kiwanis clubs to 

dream bigger and to support more kids.  

The Possibility Project is more than a fundraising effort; 

it’s a call to action. It’s an opportunity for all Kiwanians — 

whether longtime supporters or new donors — to make a 

monumental impact on the lives of children.

There are nearly 180,000 Kiwanis club members in 85 

nations. What if everyone in our global network came 

together to make an impact? To date, the Possibility 

Project has raised $5,000,000. 

Discover more about The Possibility Project by watching 

this video. Together, we can dream bigger, achieve more 

and transform the lives of millions of children. Join us. 

Let’s put our sense of what’s possible into action. Find out 

more, sign up to volunteer or make a gift!

WHAT’S YOUR KIWANIS MOMENT? HAVE YOU SHARED IT LATELY?
Submitted by Kiwanis International

Kiwanis moments. We’ve all had them — those 

experiences that remind us why we joined Kiwanis and 

help us understand what it means to be a Kiwanian. 

Moments where a kid discovers their potential, a 

community comes together and the world becomes a 

little better.

We asked attendees of the 2024 Kiwanis International 

Convention in Denver, Colorado, U.S., to share their 

favorite Kiwanis moments. We’ll share them throughout 

the year, but here’s one to start:

“My first Terrific Kids assembly as a brand new Kiwanian. 

A little girl smiled at me (with missing teeth) and said ‘I’ve 

never been terrific before.’ My heart melted. I told her 

she’s always been terrific and would always be!” — T.M.

What’s your Kiwanis moment? We’d love to hear about it! 

Share it with us by emailing ShareYourStory@kiwanis.org. 

It may be featured in upcoming Kiwanis communications!

https://www.kiwanis.org/who-we-are/kiwanis-childrens-fund/possibility-project/
https://www.kiwanis.org/who-we-are/kiwanis-childrens-fund/possibility-project/
https://vimeo.com/962286484
https://vimeo.com/962286484
mailto:ShareYourStory%40kiwanis.org?subject=
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KIWANIANS & LIONS WORK TOGETHER ON PADDOCK LAKE KAYAK LAUNCH
Submitted by Paul Holley, Division 1 Lt. Governor 

The Kiwanis Club of Westosha-Salem and the Paddock 

Lake Area Lions Club recently held a ribbon-cutting 

ceremony to celebrate the installation 

of a beautiful, ADA-compliant, 

accessible Kayak pier installed 

on Paddock Lake. The clubs were 

supported by Baxter & Woodman 

Engineering and the Village of 

Paddock Lake Board of Trustees. 

Kiwanians look forward to continuing 

to work with the Lions to bring more 

good into the community.

LIONS & KIWANIS CLUBS TEAM UP TO SUPPORT HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Submitted by Kathy Strong Langolf, Fond du Lac Noon Kiwanis Club

The Fond du Lac Noon Kiwanis Club, the Kiwanis Club 

of Fabulous Fond du Lac and the Fond du Lac Evening 

Lions Club all came together as part of a global service 

week initiative to strengthen communities and improve 

lives. This also served as a Kiwanis One Day project 

and was a collaboration with the Fond du Lac County 

United Way Week of Caring. The project was cleaning, 

organizing and compiling inventory of two storage units 

used by Habitat for Humanity of Fond du Lac County.

When we work together, we make the world better. 

That’s why Kiwanis International participates every year 

in Celebrate Community — a week-long initiative that 

promotes collaboration between Kiwanis International, 

Lions Clubs International, Optimist International and 

Rotary International. The event happens annually the 

second week of September.

Celebrate Community is the evolution of Kiwanis One 

Day. While Kiwanis One Day is still commemorated 

by many clubs, we encourage clubs to broaden their 

reach by partnering with other organizations’ service 

clubs. Service projects can focus on the environment, 

food insecurity and hunger, health and wellness, and 

education and literacy.

Kiwanians, Lions and United Way members worked together to clean, 
organize, and take inventory of two Habitat for Humanity storage units.
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SHEBOYGAN FALLS KIWANIS CLUB RIDES TO BIKE HELMET SUCCESS
Submitted by John Throop, Kiwanis Club of Sheboygan Falls 

The Kiwanis Club of Sheboygan Falls enjoyed another 

community service event — the free distribution of bike 

helmets to children and youth. The club offers the service 

as a part of the annual Community Safety Day, sponsored 

by the police department and the chamber of commerce 

in Sheboygan Falls.

In prior years, the club limited the number of helmets 

to be given away to 100. “That’s all we could manage, 

logistically and financially,” says John Throop, the Kiwanis  

project manager. “This year, with the help of a Kiwanis 

District Foundation grant, we were able to have 130 

helmets in stock. In prior years, we always ran out long 

before the end of the Community Safety Day event.” Only 

a handful of helmets were left this year (in odd sizes). 

They will be offered again next year.

Kiwanian Greg Munson launched this service program 

in 2012. “Many of us were cyclists, or walked in the 

community, and saw so many children on their bikes, but 

with no helmet. We wanted to find the niche to promote 

children’s safety.” The club then worked with Aurora 

Medical Center in Sheboygan, but the hospital stopped 

its support in 2019. The event wasn’t held during the 

pandemic. The club starting working with Bicycle Works, 

a Sheboygan Falls retailer, who began providing higher-

quality helmets on an at-cost basis. In 2022, Throop also 

invited members of ReBike, a Sheboygan bicycle repair 

group, to help with proper helmet fitting.

“Our club members love participating in the event,” 

Throop says. “Families are so grateful for the helmets to 

protect their kids — especially families where finances are 

tight. Kids are excited, and club members have a true 

appreciation for the joy of community service.”
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APPLETON-FOX CITIES CELEBRATES A SUCCESSFUL 2024 EVENT SEASON
Submitted by Jay Stephany, Appleton-Fox Cities Kiwanis Club

As the vibrant colors of summer fade into the crisp 

air of autumn, the Appleton-Fox Cities Kiwanis Club 

proudly reflects on an exceptional event season. Our 

2024 schedule was filled with family-friendly events that 

brought the community together, raised awareness for 

children’s causes, and celebrated local traditions. With 

each gathering, we were reminded of the generous spirit 

that thrives in the Fox Cities.

6th Annual Fox Cities Kidz Expo

We kicked off the season in April with the 6th Annual 

Fox Cities Kidz Expo, a fun-filled day of discovery and 

excitement for families in the community. With a theme 

this year of “Rock Around the World”, the expo featured 

interactive exhibits, educational activities, and thrilling 

entertainment for children. From hands-on science 

demonstrations to creative arts and crafts, the event 

offered an opportunity for children to explore their 

interests and talents. Our sponsors and volunteers made 

the day a tremendous success, with over 4,500 attendees 

enjoying a memorable day of learning through play.

14th Annual Butterfly Festival

June saw the celebration of one of our most beloved 

traditions, the 14th Annual Butterfly Festival. Hundreds of 

families gathered at City Park to learn about butterflies, 

participate in family-friendly games and activities and 

enjoy snacks. It was heartwarming to see children’s faces 

light up as they released their butterflies to conclude the 

event, a true reminder of the beauty of nature and the 

importance of nurturing our future generations.

47th Anniversary Appleton Old Car Show & Swap Meet

In July, the 47th Anniversary Appleton Old Car Show and 

Swap Meet drew thousands of classic car enthusiasts 

to Pierce Park. The lineup featured more than 1,100 

vintage and restored vehicles, from sleek muscle cars 

to elegant antiques. Spectators strolled through rows of 

polished chrome and gleaming paint, sharing stories of 

automotive history and passion. The swap meet was a hit 

with collectors and hobbyists, offering hard-to-find parts 

and memorabilia. 

20th Annual Golf Fore Children|

We wrapped up our event season in August with the 

20th Annual Golf Fore Children outing. Golfers gathered 

for a beautiful day on the greens of fun, fellowship, and 

friendly competition all in support of ongoing community 

programs and initiatives of benefiting local youth and 

families. Participants enjoyed friendly competition, hole 

challenges, and raffles, followed by dinner to recognize 

outstanding players and sponsors. 

The Appleton-Fox Cities Kiwanis Club is deeply grateful 

for the unwavering support from our community, 

sponsors, and volunteers. Each event is a testament to 

the power of collective action and the impact we can 

make when we come together for a shared cause — 

serving one child, one community at a time. We look 

forward to 2025 with renewed energy and hope to build 

on this year’s successes, creating more opportunities for 

children and families to thrive in the Fox Cities.

The Appleton Old Car Show & Swap Meet afforded Kiwanis members 
the opportunity to have fun while raising funds at this annual event.

Kiwanis members sold raffle tickets at the Golf Fore Children fundraiser.
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‘READ IN THE PARK’ PROGRAM IS PAGE-TURNING HIT IN FOND DU LAC
Submitted by Charlene Petit, Kiwanis Club of Fabulous Fond du Lac

Throughout the summer — thanks to a Kiwanis 

International Micro Grant and donations from a club 

member — the Kiwanis Club of Fabulous Fond du Lac was 

able to read to and provide free books and bookmarks to 

more than 100 kids during its “Read in the Park” program.

Read in the Park destinations included Lakeside Park, 

the Arc of Fond du Lac, Acorn Park in Oakfield, and 

playgrounds at Riverside and Lakeside Elementary 

schools. Club members connected with kids, parents, 

leaders from the We Empower Women Mom and Me 

Program, the Arc of Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac Recreation 

Summer Playground Program, and the Oakfield Public 

Library Summer Reading program.

Readers included Kiwanis and aKtion Club members. 

Members enjoyed participating in the program, knowing 

that being read to helps build language, reading and 

thinking skills. Story time with infants and children of 

all ages provides connection time with parents and 

other adults. The club hopes it provided some of that 

connection time with the 2-13 year olds we read to.

Aktion Club and Kiwanis Club members alike read to kids.

SAVE THE DATES FOR 2025 KIWANIS EVENTS
February 22, 2025  . . .    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Midyear Conference, Brookfield, Wisconsin
April 5, 2025 . . . . . . . .         . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Midyear Conference, Wausau, Wisconsin
June 25-28, 2025 . . . .     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kiwanis International Convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
August 22-24, 2025 . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wisconsin-Upper Michigan Kiwanis District Convention, Green Bay, Wisconsin
September 12-14, 2025  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Key Leader, Camp Wawbeek, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin



PAGE 12		  WI-UM KIWANIS DISTRICT KIWANEWS

LITTLE FREE LIBRARIES STOCKING PROJECT TAKES SHAPE IN LA CROSSE
Submitted by Cedric Friesen, La Crosse Kiwanis Club

In the spring of 2024, the La Crosse Kiwanis Club 

became aware of a lack of funding for local day care 

centers in the area. At the same time, club members also 

discovered a lack of elementary reading material in the 

little free libraries that are abundant in neighborhoods 

throughout communities in La Crosse County. The 

mission of the club became a challenge to fill as many 

free little libraries in as many neighborhoods as possible, 

so that kids in day care and at home for the summer had 

access to as many books as possible.

This simple challenge truly snowballed! Donations of 

cash from club members allowed hundreds of books 

to be purchased from a local used book store; club 

members cleaned out personal stocks of children’s books 

for donation; community non-profit organizations serving 

children donated books that were duplicates in their 

collections; and members worked to distribute books 

to libraries in their neighborhoods and beyond. As the 

excitement grew and the number of books distributed 

continued to climb, the question was raised “do we have 

a specific number of books for a goal?” A semi-joking 

number of “10,004” was given. 

Semi-joking has become a serious goal. By the end of 

August, the Kiwanis club had donated 2,050 books and 

stocked 45 little free libraries. Club members hope to 

continue this project over the next few years to reach the 

goal of 10,004 books as members work to change our 

communities and our world one child at a time.

FULL CIRCLE KIWANIANS CELEBRATE AUGUST 20, 2024 CHARTER NIGHT
Submitted by Justin Hahn, WI-UM Kiwanis District Executive Secretary

Full Circle Kiwanis, WI-UM’s newest virtual club,  inducted 

28 members, and celebrated the club’s charter night on 

Tuesday August 20, 2024. The club’s motto is “Fostering 

Service and Unity” with a focus on supporting Kiwanis’ 

service leadership programs. The event was held via 

Zoom and included remarks from Kiwanis International 

President Katrina Baranko, a fundraiser to support the 

club’s administrative fund, fun trivia, and more!
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KIWANIS CLUBS HONORED BY PUBLIC SCHOOLS & FOND DU LAC COUNTY
By Tonya Alling, Ripon Early Bird Kiwanis Club

Ripon Area School District recently announced that the 

Ripon Early Bird Kiwanis and Ripon Noon Kiwanis Clubs 

are the recipients of the 2024 Friend of Public Schools 

award. Ripon Kiwanis was founded in 1924 and chartered 

the Early Bird Kiwanis Club in 1984. 

Over the past three years, the clubs partnered with 

Fond du Lac County to raise funds to build an inclusive 

playground with 43 features for children ages 5 to 12 

years old with a wide range of abilities.

“Ripon is very fortunate to have the support of Ripon 

Noon Kiwanis and Ripon Early Bird Kiwanis,” district 

superintendent Mary Whitrock wrote in a press release. 

“These two service clubs found a way to use their sense 

of community to care for children. Many thanks.”

In addition, the Fond du Lac County Board of Supervisors 

recognized both Kiwanis clubs at its August 20, 2024 

meeting, gratefully accepting the $134,000 combined 

donation from the clubs.

FOND DU LAC LAKESIDE KIWANIANS DONATE TO AREA FOOTBALL TEAMS
Submitted by Kathy Strong Langolf, Division 9 Lt. Governor

On September 4, 2024, the Fond du Lac Lakeside 

Evening Kiwanis Club made a donation to area high 

school football coaches during the annual Pigskin 

Preview event. Shown, left to right, coach Corey Rickert of 

Oakfield High School, coach Kevin Loehr of Winnebago 

Lutheran Academy, coach Bob Hyland of St. Mary Springs 

Academy, athletic director Kevin Flegner of Fond du Lac 

High School, and coach Taylan Ybarra of North Fond 

du Lac High School joined Bob Poch, Lakeside Evening 

Kiwanis Club president, to receive the donations.

Ripon Noon Kiwanis Club president Gary Rodman is congratulated by 
school district superintendent Mary Whitrock.
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2024-2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Governor 
Kathy Durner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                814-331-2240 
kathydurner1949@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Wisconsin Dells

Governor-elect 
Paul Shrode. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 920-809-2872 
psshrode@aol.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Appleton-Fox Cities

Executive Director 
Justin Hahn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 414-510-1609 
justinhahn@wiumkiwanis.org. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Waterford Area

Immediate Past Governor 
Tim Lubinsky. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                920-450-3951 
tlubinsky19@hotmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Ripon

Lt. Governor Division 1/Term: 2023-2025 
Paul Holley. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  262-637-9093 
paulh_wi@yahoo.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          West Racine

Lt. Governor Division 2/Term: 2022-2024 
William (Bill) Martens. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         414-254-5480 
wemartw@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Elm Grove Golden K

Lt. Governor Division 3/Term: 2023-2025 
Wally Smith. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 414-943-0892 
wally.smith@scouting.org. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Milwaukee

Lt. Governor Division 4/Term: 2023-2025. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Open

Lt. Governor Division 5/Term: 2022-2024 
Shirley Ells. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  608-214-9828 
soeells@yahoo.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Monroe Kiwanis

Lt. Governor Division 6/Term: 2022-2024 
Lori Bents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   715-389-1570 
lbentsdc@tznet.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Marshfield

Lt. Governor Division 7/Term: 2022-2024 
Glenda Lee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  608-786-2477 
glendalee01@centurytel.net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      La Crosse

Lt. Governor Division 8/Term: 2022-2024 
Michael “Fitz” Fitzpatrick. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      262-777-0038 
fitzforkiwanis@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       New Holstein

Lt. Governor Division 9/Term: 2023-2025 
Kathy Strong Langolf. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         920-948-5056 
kathystronglangolf@wiumkiwanis.org. . . . . . . .       Fond du Lac Noon

Lt. Governor Division 10/Term: 2023-2025 
Peter Carman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               920-460-6748 
peter@peterjcarman.lawyer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Grand Chute

Lt. Governor Division 11/Term: 2023-2025 
Miki Bix. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     715-748-3237 
mikibix@hotmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Medford

Lt. Governor Division 12/Term: 2023-2025 
Becky Mattson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               218-461-0220  
rmattson711@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Eau Claire

Lt. Governor Division 13/Term: 2023-2025. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Open

Lt. Governor Division 14/Term: 2022-2024 
Steve Halsey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                906-362-0298 
trh_sph1987@yahoo.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Marquette

KDF OFFICERS & DIVISION REPS
President 
Jim Burmeister. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          608-429-2905 
burmji@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Portage

Vice President 
Roger Krogstad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         715-207-2720 
krog4kiwanis@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Marshfield

Secretary/Treasurer 
Mark Finger. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             920-229-2571 
markfingerkdf@wiumkiwanis.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Berlin

Immediate Past President 
Jan Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            920-279-2736 
jan@jwains.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Berlin

Division 1/Term: 2021-2024 
Melissa Loebach. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         224-730-1558 
mbondy1024@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Kenosha

Division 2/Term: 2021-2024 
Jim Buskel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              262-796-0633 
buskel@wi.rr.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Elm Grove Golden K

Division 3/Term: 2021-2024 
Larry Koziol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             262-338-1996 
larrykoziol@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . .            West Bend, Early Risers

Division 4/Term: 2024-2026. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Open

Division 5/Term: 2024-2026 
Todd Liebergen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         920-393-0300 
tmliebergen@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Appleton

Division 6/Term: 2022-2025 
Randall Durner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          608-356-2915 
radforester08@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Wisconsin Dells

Division 7/Term: 2021-2024 
Glenda Lee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             608-615-0066 
glendalee01@centurytel.net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   La Crosse

Division 8/Term: 2021-2024 
Ken Irwin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               920-827-2109 
irwins@tcei.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          New Holstein

Division 9/Term: 2022-2025 
Louise Gudex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           920-923-6870 
lgudex@fdlpha.org. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Fond du Lac

Division 10/Term: 2024-2026 
Mary Ann Wepfer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        920-725-6004 
dwepfer@new.rr.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Appleton-Fox Cities

Division 11/Term: 2022-2025 
Lori Bents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               715-389-1570 
lbentsdc@tznet.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Marshfield

Division 12/Term: 2022-2025 
LaVone Sneen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           715-797-3556 
sneenl@uwec.edu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Eau Claire-Clear Water

Division 13/Term: 2022-2025. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Vacant

Division 14/Term: 2024-2026 
Cathy Weisinger. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         906-202-1297 
cathyweisinger@yahoo.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Alger County

Past Foundation President Representative. . . . . . . . . .           Open
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KIWANEWS	 Volume 100, No. 6

Kiwanews is published six times 
each year in November, January, 
March, May, July and September 
by the WI-UM District of Kiwanis 
International, 1641 Fox River 
Parkway, Waukesha, WI 53189. 

KIWANEWS SCHEDULE
October/November. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              November 1 Deadline
December/January . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                January 1 Deadline
February/March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    March 1 Deadline
April/May. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            May 1 Deadline
June/July. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            July 1 Deadline
August/September. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              September 1 Deadline

2024-2025 DISTRICT CHAIRS
Bylaws and Policies 
Jim Burmeister. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          608-429-2905 
burmji@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Portage

District Signature Project — iPads for Autism 
Lynn Messer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            920-946-0652 
lmmsr001@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Sheboygan Falls

District Signature Project — Kiwanis ‘n Cops ‘n Kids 
Jean Long Manteufel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     920-585-7769 
jean@longmoving.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Appleton-Fox Cities

Finance 
Bruce Hoehne. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           608-358-1344 
b.hoehne@yahoo.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Madison West

Human and Spiritual Values 
Jim Kieso. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               262-442-1749 
mrkieso@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Elm Grove Golden K

Leadership Development Coordinator/Master Instructor 
Jean Long Manteufel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     920-585-7769 
jean@longmoving.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Appleton-Fox Cities

Membership and Engagement 
Joanne Horner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          847-337-2778 
teamhorner@mindspring.com. . . . . . . . . . .          Western Kenosha

Past Governor Trustee 
Roger Krogstad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         715-207-2720 
krog4kiwanis@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Marshfield

Past Lt. Governor Representative 
Paul Shrode. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             920-809-2872 
psshrode@aol.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Appleton-Fox Cities

Service 
Ann Pilot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               262-939-1614  
annmarie.pilot@gmail.com. . . . . . . .       Metro Milwaukee Nights

2024-2025 APPOINTED POSITIONS
aKtion Club Administrator 
Charles Zarnoth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             920-849-2658 
cjzarnothapc@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Chilton

Builders Club Administrator 
Becky Mattson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               218-461-0220  
rmattson711@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Eau Claire

Circle K Administrator 
Lena Scheibengraber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        414-418-9779 
administrator@wumcki.org. . . . .      Metropolitan Milwaukee Nights

District Convention 
Ben Gunderson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             612-720-2215 
ben.gunderson@greenbayymca.org. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Green Bay

District Foundation President 
Jim Burmeister. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              608-429-2905 
burmji@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Portage

District Foundation Secretary/Treasurer 
Mark Finger. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 920-229-2571 
markfingerkdf@wiumkiwanis.org. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Berlin

K-Kids Administrator 
Becky Mattson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               218-461-0220  
rmattson711@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Eau Claire

Key Club Administrator 
Sara Gelden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                262-909-9683 
nolans24@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Westosha, Salem

Key Leader Coordinator 
Anna Bruhn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 608-393-6811  
info@wiumkeyleader.org. . . . . . . . . . . .           Sauk Prairie, Prairie du Sac

Kiwanews Editor 
Tonya Alling. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 920-229-5531 
tonyaalling@wiumkiwanis.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Ripon Early Birds

Kiwanis Children’s Fund 
Michael “Fitz” Fitzpatrick. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      262-777-0038 
fitzforkiwanis@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       New Holstein

Kiwanis Partnership Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Open

Master Club Coach 
Alan Arbuckle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               719-502-7853 
ajarbuckle@yahoo.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Whitewater Breakfast

Parliamentarian 
Paul Shrode. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 920-809-2872 
psshrode@aol.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Appleton-Fox Cities

Public Relations Coordinator 
Ron Horner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 847-337-2777 
rhorner@hornerconsulting.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Western Kenosha

Risk Management & Youth Protection 
John Collins. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262-914-2721 
coljrcollins@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Western Kenosha

ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE, AND EVERY 
PERSON SHOULD TRY.
— John F. Kennedy
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FLIGHT SQUAD FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY IS COMING TO WISCONSIN
Submitted by Doron Lowe, Kiwanis Club of Cypress, Texas

Flight Squad is a professional, traveling, exhibition 

basketball team that offers fundraising events to schools, 

charitable and community organizations. The Flight 

Squad features an interactive, comedy basketball show 

that is appropriate for all ages. Team players consist of 

former professional athletes and Division 1 players who 

have played on teams in the USA as well as overseas.

Our pursuit and passion is to play a high-level game in 

a family-friendly environment that will help raise funds 

for your organization and inspire your community. Flight 

Squad will be in Wisconsin in early May of 2025. 

Flight Squad Full Court Game

A two-hour long event featuring the Flight Squad playing 

a team of “local celebrities” from your community (think 

Kiwanians, fire fighters, police officers, military personal, 

teachers, coaches, etc.). It is a complete basketball game 

with comedy routines mixed in throughout.

 

Flight Squad All-Star Event

A one-hour long event in which various interactive 

basketball activities and contests take place. The contest 

portion of the event is followed by a scrimmage game. 

Make “IMPACT”, our 45-minute assembly encouraging 

education, anti-bullying, living a healthy lifestyle and 

celebrating success are part of the package.

All proceeds at the event are yours. Flight Squad 

provides posters, a promo video, a radio ad and an 

online ticket outlet, as well as a planning guide to make 

your event as turnkey as possible.

Discounted Kiwanis club event prices: 

School Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Starting at $400 

All Star Event. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 $2,499 

Full Court Game. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       $3,999–$4,899 

Here are a few ways to make a profit: 

1) �Book an assembly for each school in your community. 

The students will tell their parents about the game and 

the whole family purchases tickets to attend. 

2) �Your organization sets the ticket price. Tickets are often 

sold for $5/kids, $10/adults, $20/4-ticket discount. You 

can also sell court-side seats at a premium price.

3) �When forming your team, charge a fee for playing in 

each quarter. You may have 15 people on your roster. 

4) �Solicit financial support in exchange for being 

recognized as one of the event sponsors or members 

of their staff playing on your team.

5) �Offer half-time entertainment, and sell concessions 

and raffle tickets.

For complete details, Doron Lowe can be reach at 832-

488-2700 or doronl@flightsquadball.com.
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