
BUCKEYE BULLETIN

o h i o k i w a n i s . o r g

f

CONTACT US
P.O. Box 588
Berea, OH 44017
614.848.5000

2025-2026

Ohio District Kiwanis
One True Wish!

October  2025 ohiokiwanis.org

THE

https://k20.site.kiwanis.org/article-content-submission/

p2
p3
p4
p6
p7
p9
p10
p12
p13
p14
p15
p17
p18
p19

WHAT’S INSIDE:
Governor's Message
First Family Project
Your Ohio Leadership Team
Poetic Elevator Speech
Installation Day Was Special
Governor-Elect Anticipates Big Year
Past Year Had Many Highlights
#KidsNeedTrainedLeaders
Welcome to the K-Family
Hall-of-Fame Nomination Form
Get Your Kiwanis Inflatable
Governor’s Travels
Arts & Crafts Show
What’s the Buzz?

SUBMIT STORIES VIA:

As we start a new
Kiwanis year, there
are so many ways 

to serve our
communities. 

What is 
your club 

doing this fall?



BUCKEYE BULLETIN October   2025           2

o h i o k i w a n i s . o r gf

THE

Greetings Friends!

This has been an incredible journey 
on the road to becoming your Ohio 
District Governor. 

These past few  months  I've visited
Kiwanians throughout Ohio
 -- and witnessed exciting initiatives 
that serve children and families.

The innovative service projects
and fundraisers that I have seen
strengthen our effectiveness and
point to a better future for our
clubs, our divisions and our
 Kiwanis Ohio District. I’m grateful 
to Immediate Past Governor Kelly
Brown for allowing me to travel the
 district with her during the past 
Kiwanis year. 
 
During 2025-26, we will all learn ways to work together within our newly redrawn Divisions.
Please support your new Lt. Governors as they help develop new Kiwanis clubs and work to
strengthen existing ones. 

Both efforts are crucial to the growth of our District. Just one new club within your division will
add great value. 

This I know for sure: WE ARE A FAMILY. 
 
This is our theme for the Ohio Kiwanis District in 2025-26. 

During the past year I've witnessed a lot of love and dedication to Kiwanis throughout this
Mighty Ohio District. Let's remain good stewards of this mission to make life better for our
children, families and communities.

This is going to be an incredible year!
By Governor Marcia Copeland Hudson

“Thelma” and “Louise” wrap up their travels together throughout Ohio,
with Thelma taking the wheel for 2025-2026!



by Larry D. Hudson, 
First Gentleman and Co-chair of the First Family Project

The serious illness of a child creates a crisis for the entire family – often leading to long stays in the
hospital, fear about the future and disruption of family routines. On any given day, hundreds of
families in Ohio are dealing with these realities -- facing the prospect of what can become a long
ordeal.

These families are the focus of the 2025-2026 First 
Family Project, known as “One True Wish.”
The project calls on Kiwanians across the Ohio District
 to support two nonprofit organizations that help
 families in medical crisis: The Make-A-Wish
 Foundation and Ronald McDonald House Charities.

The One True Wish Project urges Kiwanis divisions,
Kiwanis clubs and individual Kiwanians to support fundraising for Make-A-Wish, an organization
that organizes special experiences for “Wish Kids” and their families throughout Ohio and beyond.
Make-A-Wish is active in more than 50 countries around the world, has granted more than 550,000
special wishes and is supported entirely by donations.

The One True Wish project aims to raise $25,000 during the 2025-26 Kiwanis year. The project
encourages Kiwanis Clubs to undertake fundraisers for Make-A-Wish and to donate funds raised to
the One True Wish project via the Ohio District Kiwanis Foundation. 

Make-A-Wish focuses its effort on the “Wish Kids” – and looks to them to identify their “One True
Wish.” The organization then arranges travel and specialized experiences designed to give the Wish
Kid and the family the chance to “leave care behind” – at least for a little while. Families who have
taken part in a Make-A-Wish trip typically describe it as “the experience of a lifetime” and the
source of treasured memories.  

The One True Wish project also calls on Ohio Kiwanians to support the six Ronald McDonald
Houses in Ohio – located in Columbus, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dayton, Akron and Toledo – as well as
the one in Huntington, West Virg., that serves families in Southern Ohio. The project asks Kiwanis
Clubs to organize volunteer support for the Ronald McDonald Houses -- to help prepare meals,
stock pantries and help with other projects as requested.

The One True Wish project was inspired by the life of Lauren Diane Hudson, who experienced
repeated stays at Dayton Children’s Medical Center (now Dayton Children’s Hospital). Lauren and
her family loved her special Wish Kid trip to Disneyland, Universal Studios Orlando and Sea World
in 2001. Lauren passed away at Dayton Children’s Medical Center at age 12 Jan. 8, 2002,
surrounded by her family.
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First Family Project seeks to fulfill
wishes for families
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Ohio District Kiwanis Leadership Team 2025-26
2025-26 District Officers and Staff:
Governor, Marcia Copeland Hudson
 Immediate Past Governor, Kelly Brown
 Governor-Elect, Judy Raub
 District Treasurer, Bob Buescher
 CKI International Trustee Neha Pasupuleti
 CKI Governor Ella Powell
 Key Club Governor, Parth Rajput
 Robin Gagnow, District Secretary
 Mikayla Bisson, District Events Coordinator

(Additional Leaders listed. on next page)

On behalf of Ohio District Kiwanis, we are thankful for the contributions 
to the 2025-26 Officer Installation celebration. 

We are grateful for the following sponsors’ generous support – which helps us strengthen families
and build stronger, healthier and safer communities. Together we are advancing our mission to

make a positive and lasting difference for children in the Ohio District. 

 Wish Granted – $250 (The District Installation Sponsor Level)
Past Lt. Gov. Ted Barrows 

Kettering-Centerville Kiwanis Club

Make Magic – $100 (Silver Sponsor Level)
Celeste Brias & Ken Frankel

2021-22 Ohio District Governor Craig Smith & First Lady Laura Fay
Bob Buescher, District Treasurer 2024-25

The Copeland Family: Daryl, Clarence Jr., Alan, Robert
Kip & Becky Crain

Spread Joy – $50 (Bronze Sponsor Level)
Kathleen Moylan

Past International Trustee John & Wanda DeVilbiss
Charles & Vallery Hoy of the I-Next Club 

Sponsors make District installation a success
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Ohio District Kiwanis District Chairs 2025-2026
Aktion Club : DelRay Fox
Budget : John Coffield
Builders Club: Robert Day Jr.
Bylaws, Policies and District Resolutions : Craig Wallace
Circle K Admin: Shawn Sech
Community Service & First Family Project Co-Chair: Hannah Riley
District Convention Chair: Past Gov. Craig Smith
District Mid-Year Education Chair: To Be Announced
Education & Leadership Development: Colton Morton
First Family Project Co-Chair: Larry D. Hudson
Finance and Structure: Connie Potter
Historical Preservation Chairs: Cindy Champer & Fred Franklin
Inclusion & Belonging Chair: Marla Marsh
International Convention & Partnership Coordinator: Eva Lazear
K-Kids Admin: Jennifer Lewis
Key Club Admin: Jeff Eble
Membership Chair: Rick Fox 
Ohio Key Leaders: Brian & Kelly Schaffer
Public Relations Coordinator: Cliff Wiltshire
Risk Management & Youth Protections: Vacant
Website Chair: Anthony Elbon
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#KidsNeedKiwanis  – An AcrosticPoem
By Monica Marsh,

Lt. Governor, Queen City Division

I have been thinking about a conversation I had in a United Dairy shop recently, regarding Kiwanis.I 
gave my typical elevator speech and noted our popular hashtag #KidsNeedKiwanis.

Fellow Kiwanians understand that Kiwanis,although technically a noun, is actually a verb. It is what
we DO!

So I wrote the following acrostic poem, which uses evey letter in a word or phrase starts a phrase
which relates to the poem’s subject:

Kindness shared in every deed.
Investing in a child's bright future.
Dedicated volunteers who help them succeed. 
Service to the childrenof the world is the mission. 

Nurturing and supporting those in need.
Empowering young people to grow. 
Encouraging leaders of tomorrow. 
Doing good for one another.

Knowing that every kid can thrive. 
Improving communities and changing lives. 
Working together to make a difference.
Always serving, through generosity and fun.
Nobody achieves alone what a team can accomplish.
Inspiring the best in each of us.
Serving the children of the world.
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Installation launches new Kiwanis year
The stars were out in Dayton Sept. 20 as the Ohio District Kiwanis celebrated the installation of
officers for the 2025-26 Kiwanis, signaling the start (albeit a little early) of the official Kiwanis
year.              

Master of Ceremonies Marsha Bonhart made sure the event highlighted the installation of
Marcia Copeland Hudson and her husband First Gentleman Larry, from the Kettering-
Centerville Kiwanis club. 

Their theme for the year is “One True Wish,” highlighting work being done through the Make a
Wish Foundation along with asking members to provide volunteer service hours at the Ronald
McDonald House.

Also congratulated for “being 110 percent in her service to our District during the past year”
was Immediate past Governor Kelly Brown and her husband Larry, of Dayton. 

Congratulations were also in order for Ohio’s Amy Zimmerman of the Cincinnati/Beavercreek
area, who was recently elected to a three-year term as a Kiwanis International Trustee.

The 100-plus Kiwanians enjoyed lunch and homemade cake, while also recognizing 2025-26 Lt.
Governors and District board members; the Ohio District Foundation and the Kiwanis
Children’s Fund; Kiwanis Service Leadership programs; and installations of the District
Secretary Robin Gagnow; District Governor-elect Judy Raub; and Immediate Past Governor
Kelly Brown.
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This year’s District Installation event was a festive affair, with Kiwanians from
throughout Ohio gathering in Kettering to celebrate the new leadership team
heading into the 2025-26 Kiwanis year which started Oct. 1.

Our District Installation



By Judy Raub,
Ohio Governor-Elect, 2025-26

It is my honor to serve the Ohio District in this role at this time. 
I will be working on assembling my team for the 2026-2027 
Kiwanis year, as well as continuing my work on the membership 
team under the leadership of Chairman Rick Fox.

However, before I could really start, I needed to finish out my 
fourth term as Lt. Governor for Division 8. 

I have attended meetings for all of my clubs -- Anderson Hills 
Region, Mariemont, Milford, Southern Hills, and, of course, my 
home club, East Fork Region. I ensured they were up to date on 
district happenings and caught up on their individual club 
projects. They all have great community involvement, and 
it serves them well. 

I also provided all the incoming club leaders, who have not 
participated in our district’s in-person Club Leadership 
Education, with links to where they can find the Kiwanis 
International video training courses. Many of the incoming club leaders have viewed their
positional training and have thanked me for the information. 

I have also participated in many service opportunities, and the Greater Loveland club, of which I
serve as one of the club coaches. It’s been a busy time of year.

I look forward to seeing you and working with many of you during the coming year. I wish you all
great success in your clubs and the goals that you have set. 

I look forward to successful year ahead
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If you have any questions, feel free to reach out at
jraub919@aol.com or my cell 717-917-2741

In Kiwanis Service,

Judy Raub, 
Governor Elect, 2025-2026

mailto:jraub919@aol.com
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Thanks to all you for a successful year! It has been an honor to lead our Ohio district for the past year. As
we closed out 2024-25 and enter into the new Kiwanis year, I thought it was only fitting to share some of
the year’s accomplishments. 
 
Events 
We kicked off the year with the District Installation event Sept. 8 at Capital University in Bexley. We had 90
attendees and lots of fun with the Garden Party Theme, which tied with the Pollinator Project.  

In March we hosted the MidYear Education Day. This year’s theme was Spread Your Wings and Take Flight!
Held at the Quest Conference Center in Westerville, we had 190 attendees and got great reviews. 

In June, 165 of us Ohioans traveled to Pittsburgh for 
International Convention. Our district had a goal of 85 
attendees, which we crushed at 195 percent! We were 
entertained by an excellent keynote speech by NFL legend 
Terry Bradshaw. Ohio’s own Amy Zimmerman was elected
International Trustee and Neha Pasupuleti was voted in as 
Vice President of Circle K International. Ohio Aktion clubbers
 met up with Pennsylvania Aktion clubbers and had the first 
ever joint event at International convention; the event was highlighted by a visit with International
President Lee Kwan Yong and International President Elect Michael Mulhal.  

In August we held our District Convention in Niles Ohio – it was The Place to BEE! We had a super fun
experience with nearly 200 attendees. We played SINGO and held a BEE-BOP Ball. We elected our new
leaders, Governor Marcia Copeland Hudson, Governor Elect Judy Raub and F&S Committee members,
Willie Heggins.  

BEE A HERO – The Governor’s Pollinator Project. 
More than $17,000 was raised through donations to the project from various clubs and divisions. We also
received a $5,500 grant from Kiwanis Children’s Fund for the project. We collaborated with Save Ohio Bees
on how to raise awareness and manage the project. We also enjoyed a keynote address from their founder
Tracy Teucsher at MidYear. There were 38 grants issued to clubs and SLPs for Pollinator Projects.

The project received media coverage through local TV and several newspaper articles. It was also
promoted at various events, and I taught five pollinator classes at Shelby Day camp! Grant money is still
available. You may apply for a Pollinator Project grant through Dec. 31. It’s not too late to sow seeds or
plan for next spring. Be sure to record your project or your own personal pollinator garden on our ODK
website. All gardens count!  
Record your garden here 
  
Expanding our Kiwanis Family 
We started new Kiwanis clubs in Greater Loveland and Fairport Harbor! We are currently working to build
clubs in Conneaut and Huber Heights. Two of our Kiwanis Clubs have had tremendous growth with Berea
adding 19 new members and Bay Village adding 35 new members. WOW!   
At last count Ohio had a net gain of 238 members, but this is before the October purge. We won’t know our
finals until mid-October…fingers crossed! 
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Past Kiwanis Year had many highlights
By Immediate Past Governor Kelly Brown

‘Highlights’ continued on next page

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSevlDbAglAJQUXKYmBaGD7yH21BhuWHXfIaLSxj2hptS46_zw/viewform
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Ohio Student Leadership Programs are growing too! 
Circle K has 15 clubs with 292 members, which represents 28 percent growth during the past two years! Ella
Powell's Governor's project, Service from the Heart, has already exceeded its fundraising goal of $1,000
and reset the goal to $5,000. The district received the following awards at ICON: The Distinguished District,
Distinguished Governor- Neha Pasupuleti, Distinguished Editor- Ella Powell, Outstanding District
Administrator- Chad Gardner, Distinguished Kiwanis Committee Member- Shawn Sech, and Distinguished
Service Initiative Involvement, 2nd plan Gold Division Outstanding Club Achievement, 2nd Place
Outstanding Single Service- Baldwin Wallace University. Great year Circle K! 

Key Club has 205 clubs and about 8,500 members. They are working on four new clubs and one recharter,
as well as pursuing the re-establishment of up to 30 abandoned clubs. 
Builder’s Club has 98 clubs including three new charters. The Big Walnut Middle School Builders Club in
Sunbury met the requirements to be named as distinguished. The Builders Club of Heir Force Community
School in Lima met the requirements to be named as an honor club. 

K-Kids -- It’s been a great year for Ohio K-Kids, too. There are 72 clubs, with 58 of them active. Three new
clubs started this past year. Worldwide there are 1,136 active K-Kids with 84 new clubs built in 2024-25.

Aktion Club is thriving with 33 clubs in Ohio. Our district continues to be the Aktion Club leader in KI with
the most clubs of any district throughout Kiwanis International! This year we chartered the first ever Virtual
Aktion Club with 80 charter members, it has now grown to 130 members. Our largest in-person club is in
Seneca County with 68 members, which is soon to be 88 members as they install 20 new members at their
next meeting! There are 761 Aktion club members in Ohio. Two new clubs are being formed in Butler County
and Greene County as I write this report. Big thanks to Dick Brulotte for being the amazing Aktion Club
Administrator for the past six years. Welcome to new Administrator Del Ray Fox!

Our ODK Board of Directors took action to start a Historical Committee, led by Cindy Champer, and
approved a District Webmaster position filled by Anthony Elbon. PR/Marketing Coordinator Cliff Wiltshire
expanded our communications by re-thinking our email lists to reach more of us. We also contracted with
an intern to help with the District Directory. 
 
The big project this year was Division Realignment. For the first time since 1998, our district took on the
huge task of a major division realignment. We started this past year with 24 divisions and will start the new
year with 19 divisions. We also changed from division numbers to names. This was no easy task, but was
necessary to equalize the size of our divisions and make them more manageable. We thank all of you for
your patience and cooperation through this process. 

‘Highlights’ continued from previous page
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Our district has practiced great financial responsibility. Big thanks to District Treasurer
Bob Buescher for keeping on track and making sure we finish “in the black” 

Fun Stuff 
A lot of time and energy goes into being the Governor, but it’s not all work – I had some
super fun experiences; here are just a few. 

First pitch at Dayton Dragons game        * Granville 4th of July parade 
Kettering Holiday at Home parade           * Shel-Bee Festival 
Pollinator Polooza in Columbus                * Oxford Bee Festival 
Shelby County Day Camp 

I also have acquired the most amazing BEE collection thanks to the many gifts I received
throughout the year. I especially love Wallace Peck painting, the embroidered pillow, the
BEE blanket and the watercolor painting from Wooster.  THANK YOU OHIO KIWANIS
FAMILY FOR A GREAT YEAR! 
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With the start of a new Kiwanis year on Oct. 1, we welcomes a
new slate of club leaders.

It is important that all have Club Leadership Education (CLE)
training - even those who have held this role in the past. Kiwanis
is constantly evolving and changing especially this year with the
new Engage platform.  

Virtual CLE training is currently available online for Presidents,
Secretaries, Treasurers and Membership Chairs. The Engage
module is also offered on the same site. 

Each module about an hour and a half, so not overly taxing to do. 

To access the training, visit the website:

kiwanis.org/members/for-leaders/officer-guide/kiwanis-led-training/

Proper training is important for Kiwanis leaders 
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The Kiwanis Club of Fairport
Harbor invites everyone to its first-
ever event – its Charter Party, 
5-7 p.m. Oct. 16.

Ticket Price is $30. Included with
the ticket will be food, fun, drinks,
50/50 and basket raffles!

Get to know club members and
leaders and learn about their goals.
Let them know what your visions
for Fairports Youth are and
hopefully we can work together to
make it happen!

To purchase tickets, click here.

For more information, email
Amanda Hawley at
amanda@vproofing.net.
 

Welcome to the Kiwanis Family!

The Ohio District K-Kids Chairwoman, Jennifer Lewis,
announced that a new club for elementary school

students has been launched at Eastwood Elementary
School. The K-Kids Club is sponsored by the Kiwanis

Club of Bowling Green.
Welcome to the family!

Speaking of Bowling Green, check out this club’s
impressive monthly newsletter:

 https://dwyq4sa1lz55y.cloudfront.net/uploads/sites/1844/2025/10/Kiwanis-Newsletter-October-2025-final.pdf

https://kiwanisfh.org/product/charter-party-ticket/
mailto:amanda@vproofing.net
https://dwyq4sa1lz55y.cloudfront.net/uploads/sites/1844/2025/10/Kiwanis-Newsletter-October-2025-final.pdf
https://dwyq4sa1lz55y.cloudfront.net/uploads/sites/1844/2025/10/Kiwanis-Newsletter-October-2025-final.pdf
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Do you know a Kiwanian who has
gone above and beyond?
Perhaps it is someone who embodies the spirit of Kiwanis service and fellowship? In August 2009, the
Ohio District Kiwanis Board approved the formation the Ohio District Kiwanis Hall of Fame. 

The Ohio District Kiwanis Hall of Fame will feature Ohio Kiwanians who were nominated and selected
because through their time, talent, dedication and leadership in Kiwanis, they managed to Building
Better Lives and Communities.

Take time to nominate a friend to the Ohio District Kiwanis Hall of Fame. This recognition is available to
any Kiwanian who is a member of the Ohio District.

The application process is simple, but deadlines are approaching fast. Saturday, November 1, 2025.
Additional information is available on the Ohio District Kiwanis website:
k20.site.kiwanis.org/ohio-kiwanis-hall-of-fame/

Ohio District Kiwanis Hall of Fame Nomination Form
Nominee Name: __________________________________________________________ 
Phone #: ________________________________________________________________ 
Member of Kiwanis Club: ___________________________________________________ 
Month/Year joined: __________________________________________________________ 
Offices Held (include years): ___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Years of Perfect Attendance: ____________Not measured by the club__________________ 
Division Offices held (Year served) ______________________________________________
District Offices held (Year Served) _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Attach a one-page typed letter explaining why the nominee should be recognized.

Your signature indicates that you understand the responsibilities of nominating a candidate which includes
presentation of the award at the Mid-Year Education Day (Saturday, March 28, 2026, at Newark, Ohio).

Nominator’s Name: _________________________________________________________
Kiwanis Club: _____________________________ Phone #: ________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________________________________________
Signature: ____________________________________ Date: ____________________ 

This form, with attachment, should be forwarded to 
the Ohio District Kiwanis Secretary by November 1 
to be forwarded to the Committee. Email to:
ExecutiveDirector@ohiokiwanis.org or mail to: 
Ohio District Kiwanis, PO Box 588, Berea, Ohio 44017.

https://k20.site.kiwanis.org/ohio-kiwanis-hall-of-fame/
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Toledo, OH
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Follow our Governor’s Travels
Governor Marcia has been been on the road conducting installations in more than a dozen divisions
since late September. She said it has been great to meet so many members -- all showing how "We
Are A Family!” Click here at: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579035076996 and
follow her to keep tabs on where she visits!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579035076996
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WHAT’S THE BUZZ THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT?
We have scoured the posts of Facebook to see what Ohio Kiwanis clubs 
have been up to this past month. 
Follow the Ohio District Kiwanis Page, and join 
the Ohio District Kiwanis Group, to see more posts 
and add your club’s activities! We can learn from
each other and better serve the youth in our communities.

19



Standing dates:
5th of the month - Circle K and Key Club Monthly reports due 
10th of the month - Kiwanis Monthly reports due
20th of the month - Buckeye Bulletin  deadline for submissions

October  2025
October 2025 (2025-26 Kiwanis Administrative Year begins)

Oct. 4            District Board meeting in Worthington
Oct. 6-10     Youth Protection Week
Oct. 11          ODKF Orientation, Dublin
Oct. 14-20   Kiwanis participates in Celebrate Community
Oct. 15          District Expenses Reports deadline for 2024-25
Oct. 13-18   CKI Week
Oct. 19         CKI Board meeting via Zoom
Oct. 20         Buckeye Bulletin deadline
Oct. 26         Key Club Fall Rally at Scene 75,  10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Oct. 31         ODKF Mini Grant Deadline
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KIWANIS DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR!

Join or Die -- it’s a serious message. Originally it was a political cartoon showing the disunity
in the American colonies in the context of the French and Indian War in 1754, and it is
attributed to Benjamin Franklin.

The modern-day reference is to a documentary which explores the importance of civic
engagement in our communities and each other. It shows us what is possible when people
and communities pull together. It also contributes to our organization’s longevity. 
Watch Join or Die on Netflix to learn more.

Can this Join or Die documentary be a tool to grow our Kiwanis family in your community?

For more information, visit the website joinordiefilm.com/

‘Join or Die’ film shares powerful message
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