7+ (

[ 2 k [44 W s

510, $ $15P

a?1ul 1% uo; 5



BUCKEYE BULLEF

Nygren leads risk-management efforts

Jeffrey Nygren has accepted the position of Ohio Kiwanis District Risk Management Chairman.

April 2026 13

Nygren is a Risk Management Consultant with the Thomas Fenner Woods Agency in the heart of
downtown Columbus. TFW is an independent insurance agency specializing in commercial insurance for
Ohio businesses. He represents the fourth generation of family at the firm, which was founded in 1932 by
his great-grandfather -- and Kiwanian -- A.C. “Tommy” Thomas.

Before joining TFW in 2019, Jeff spent five years as a commercial property and casualty underwriter at
Grange Insurance. Today, he continues a multi-generation tradition, following in the footsteps of his great
grandfather, grandfather, and uncle through both his work at TFW and his membership in the Kiwanis
Club of Columbus.

Since joining TFW, Jeff has developed a distinctive and unique approach to serving businesses. Rather
than the common approach of focusing on quick quotes and trying to shave 10 percent off the cost, he
conducts a detailed risk management audit for prospective clients which are offered at no cost other than
a minimal time commitment.

This audit produces an in-depth analysis report that highlights operational strengths, identifies risks and
opportunities for improvement, and outlines a strategic action plan. Only after strengthening the
organization’s risk profile does Jeff design a customized insurance program aligned with the business’s
improved strategy. This process creates a strong foundation for productive, long-term partnerships and
frequently positions clients for more confident, sustainable growth by lowering their overall cost of risk.

Nygren said he is excited to bring his risk management expertise to the Ohio District of Kiwanis
International. He looks forward to supporting clubs across the district in building safer, stronger and more
resilient service environments.

Continued from the previous page
Third place -- Kiwanis Club of Lancaster

Second Place -- Kiwanis Club of Portage Lakes

First place -- Kiwanis Club of Bay Village: The annual Bay Days celebration, a cherished four-day
event in Bay Village, brings together community members across generations to celebrate not
just Independence Day, but the strong sense of community. The Kiwanis Club of Bay Village has
proudly led this event since 1952, and 2026 will mark their 75th year of hosting it, coinciding with
the country’s 250th birthday.

In recent years, the club has focused on updating and revitalizing Bay Days to align with new
goals and ensure its long-term success, positively affecting the community in various ways.
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Follow our Governor’s Travels - MidYear Edition

Governor Marcia and her First Gentleman Larry been on the road , visiting clubs and supporting
the Kiwanis family throughout the Mighty Ohio District.

Click here at: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579035076996 and follow her to keep
tabs on where she visits!
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Following our Family on Facebook

We have scoured the posts of Facebook to see what Ohio Kiwanis clubs
have been up to this past month. — X
Follow the Ohio District Kiwanis Page, and join

the Ohio District Kiwanis Group, to see more posts
and add your club’s activities! We can learn from
each other and better serve the youth in our communities.

Kiwanis Club of the Jackson Area

Join Us for the First Annual

tfelt gratitude to the Aktion Club of Wellston's ActiveDay for their extra... See more

— Presented by the Kiwanis Club of Lebanon

F March 27 at 10c46 AM - &
Buaileys & Bacon

Event Details

* Date: Saturday, April 18
* Time: 8:00 - 10:30 AM (Race starts at 8:00 AM)

Post-Race Treats!

Race Shirt for Those Registered by April 1
Maple-Glazed Bacon Donut
Coffee with Baileys (214)
Hot Chocolate for Participants Under 21
“Basleys served to participants 21+ only
Run, walk, or just join us for the fun — all are welcome!
Proudly Supporting Lebanon’s Youth Since 1936
Kiwanis Clubs improve the world one child and one community at a time.
Sign Up Now!
Cost: $40 per person
Register Online:
Scan the QR code or visit:

www.runsignup.com/ BaileysBaconSK
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KIWANIS DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR!

Standing dates:

5th of the month- Circle K and Key Club Monthly reports due
10th of the month - Kiwanis Monthly reports due

20th of the month - Buckeye Bulletin deadline for submissions

April 2026

April 5 - Happy Easter

April 8-11 - CKI (GATC) Governor and Admin. Training
Conference, Indianapolis

April 24-26 - Key Club (GATC) Governor and Admin. Training
Conference, Indianapolis,

April 30 - ODKF Mini Grant Deadline

KIWANIS

BAKE SALE & RAFFLE

Sponsored by the Kettering-Centerville Kiwanis Club as a fundraiser, with 100% of the proceeds going to help youth in our community.

$7 per person*

(Children under 3 free) = jﬁf';;!,z; :"g@ Saturday
*8 at the door e April 25, 2026
*Tickets available in advance from a 8 am - 12 pm

Kettering-Centerville Kiwanis member E 4 : s :: 4 ! ’;éa:f:ﬁ;

Christ United Methodist Church - 3440 Shroyer Road, Kettering, OH 45429

RAFFLE at the PANCAKE BREAKFAST! = S

5 ticket gives you a chance to win =3

B

ACTIVITIES .- DINNERS ... ITEMS %s

'

If you are interested in getting involved in helping others in Kiwanis, call: Bill Pees — 937-361-8694
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Kiwanis family saddened by passmg
of Elyria’s club president

The Kiwanis Family joins relatives, friends and fellow club members
in mourning the sudden passing of Stanley Wojdyla, who was
president of the Kiwanis Club of Elyria. His obituary follows:

Stanley R. Wojdyla 75, of Elyria passed away unexpectedly on
Thursday April 2, 2026, at University Hospitals Elyria Medical Center. /
He was born March 24,1951, in Elyria where he was a lifelong resident. Stan was a 1969 Elyrla
Catholic School graduate and retired from the city of Elyria where he served as the superintendent
of Elyria Cemeteries. As most people who knew Stan he was active with numerous civic
organizations; Kiwanis, Fraternal Order of Police Associates, Apple Festival, PERI Group, Knights of
Columbus, and The Elyria United Polish Club, Lorain County Sheriff’s Auxiliary. He will surely be
missed by all who knew and loved him. Survivors include his wife of 41 years; Sandra L. (nee: Keller),
a daughter; Cari E. Wooley (Joseph) of Amherst, a son; Bradley J. Wojdyla of Elyria, a grandson;
Henry Wooley, a sister; Barbara Houston (Michael) of Virginia Beach, VA, a brother; Joseph Wojdyla
(Henny) of Jacksonville, FL. Stan was preceded in death by his parents; Henry and Rose (nee:
Siwierka) Wojdyla. The family will receive friends from 4 to 8 p.m. on Thursday April 9, 2026, at the
Laubenthal Mercado Funeral Home, 38475 Chestnut Ridge Road in Elyria (440)322-4626. Mass of
Christian Burial will be 10:30 a.m. Friday April 10, 2026, at St. Agnes Church 611 Lake Ave. Elyria.
Please meet at church. The Rev. Father Charles T. Diedrick, Pastor will be the Celebrant. Burial will
be at Ridgelawn Cemetery in Elyria. Stan’s family suggest that memorial contributions in his
memory be sent to the charity of the donor’s choice. Online condolences to the family may be
expressed at www.laubenthalmercado.com
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Join us for Tea, Desserts, and 10 Rounds of Bingo for Designer Purses!
MAY 9 | 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM
COMMUNITY CABIN | 28114 Lorain Rd, North Olmsted
Chinese Raffles & 50/50

TICKETS $45.00 | Available on Eventbrite: https://NorthOlmstedKiwanisPurseBingo.eventbrite.com
Questions? Call Amber 440-506-0317


https://k20.site.kiwanis.org/mid-year-education-day/
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From the desk of our District Secretary

Here are several updates from Ohio Kiwanis

Secretary Robin Gagnow that might help From the Ohio Kiwanis SCCI’EERI’Y
clubs collaborate with your officers and ® Kiwanis
members.

- New Kiwanis Members, you have the option of adding them to the Ohio Kiwanis Buckeye
Bulletin. As new members they would appreciate getting the monthly newsletter. You can access
the site under the Resource tab, on the Ohio District Kiwanis website (Note: we are updating
section each week). Website: https://k20.site.kiwanis.org/

- Ohio District Kiwanis Foundation Mini-Grants due June 30, December 31 (Grants up to $3,000).
Link: https://odkf.org/

‘Mark your calendar for 2026 Ohio District Convention, August 14-16, at the Renaissance,
Columbus Westerville, Hotel, Westerville.

Many sponsors (and attendees!) will be needed to make this centrally located convention a big
success. Watch the district’s website for updates soon on how to be a sponsor and also for
registration. If you or your company would like to sponsor, please let us know!

| look forward to meeting you at DCON conference in August. As always if | can be of assistance,
please contact me at secretary@ohiokiwanis.org.

Robin Gagnow, Ohio District Secretary
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Possibility Project already changing lives

Dear Kiwanis Family,

What does The Possibility Project look like in action? It looks like a food pack placed in a child's
backpack on a Friday afternoon, so they don't go hungry during the weekend. It looks like 4
million children around the world receiving support because Kiwanians chose to give. It looks
like possibility, real and tangible.
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The Possibility Project has raised $10.5 million toward our $25 million goal, and the impact is
already being felt by children and families right now. Here is one story that shows what that
looks like on the ground.

Think about a child heading home on a Friday afternoon knowing that the school cafeteria won't
be there for them until Monday. For hundreds of students in Hilliard, that used to mean two
days of uncertainty. The Kiwanis Club of Hilliard, Ohio, decided that it couldn't continue.

Every week, club members prepare and deliver weekend food packs to 350 to 500 students,
ensuring they have reliable meals beyond the school day. The program continues through the
summer at a local children's camp, so no child falls through the cracks when school is out.

Facing rising food costs, the club has taken it a step further, adding fresh produce to the packs
and installing refrigerators in schools to make healthier meals possible. A grant from the Kiwanis
Children's Fund helped make it happen.

This is what happens when a club shows up for kids every single week, and the Children's Fund
shows up for the club. Because of Kiwanians who give through The Possibility Project, this
tradition continues and the impact grows.

In fact, the Kiwanis Children's Fund has granted more than $100,000 to clubs right here in Ohio
District — making an impact on 40,000-plus children.

There Is Still Time to Become an Impact Club
Here is how to keep the momentum going:
e Investin more children receiving the resources they need by committing to become an
Impact Club.
e Encourage your club members to consider making a gift of at least $8.34 monthly, affect the
lives of nearly four children every month (It only takes $2.25 to impact the life of one child).
e Make your club’s annual gift to the Children’s Fund, if you haven't already, with
consideration of an increased gift.
e Share with your members and community about how Kiwanians aren’t just making an impact
locally, but in Ohio and worldwide.
The Possibility Project is proof that Kiwanis clubs, working together, can change the trajectory
of a child's life. Let's keep our momentum going!

Jennifer Coffey, CFRE, Kiwanis Children’s Fund
Associate Director of Development, Northeast USA & Europe
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District adds members to Hall of Fame

By Jason Miller O
Since the first induction in 2010, Ohio | - &F
Kiwanis has been honoring some of its |
most active and involved members.
Each year, the selection committee
reviews nominations and chooses up
to four members for this prestigious
honor.

It is always a difficult decision to be

made and this year was no different.
The committee selected four inductees
ranging from a past District Governor

to two past Lieutenant Governors to a
long time Key Club adviser and mentor,
each with their own legacy and plethora
of lives touched. While their list of accolades is indeed long, please see below for a very brief
summary of what made these individuals so deserving.

Tim Mohr from the Kiwanis Club of Lakewood. Tim not only maintains 38 years of perfect
attendance at Kiwanis meetings, he has served in many Club, Division and District leadership
positions. Membership growth has been a huge focus for Tim along with making doughnuts at
fundraisers, chairing club events and serving the District as Membership Chair. Tim always has a
kind word and a good message for all of those new members that he meets. The 2007-08
Lieutenant Governor has actively supported the Kiwanis Children’s Fund and been involved with
scholarship related activities.

Bob Callecod from the Kiwanis Club of Bowling Green. Bob has been a Kiwanian for nearly 40
years. In that time, he has told countless jokes, some of which were even surprisingly funny. The
2011-12 Lieutenant Governor continues to serve as a Division Secretary even today. As club
president, he led his club to achieving membership levels nearing the 130-member mark and
served in many Club and Division offices. Throughout the years, when a Lieutenant Governor
seat was vacant, Bob would fill double duty to ensure the clubs of the division received the
support that they needed. Bob continues to serve as a vital member of the club membership
team facilitating new member inductions.

Ted Coons from the Kiwanis Club of Columbus. Ted has served in many leadership roles across
the District. Most notably as the 1997-98 District Governor and the 2023-24 Distinguished
District Secretary. While his passion for Kiwanis runs deep, it should be noted that Ted has a
special place in his heart for the Kiwanis Children’s Fund where he has not only helped to raise
funds through different initiatives, but he also supports KCF financially on his own. Ted holds life
membership with Kiwanis and stays active with the Past Governor’s committee helping to
mentor and develop future leaders.

Continued on Next Page
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Continued from Previous Page

Jan Preston from the Kiwanis Club of Elmore. While holding offices as Club President, Club
Secretary and Club Treasurer, Jan’s true passion lies in supporting our Service Leadership
Programs, most notably Key Club. Jan served as the adviser to the Woodmore Key Club from 1996
until 2021, giving her 25 years of mentoring countless future leaders and helping hundreds of
students find their passion for having a servant heart. As a Kiwanian for more than 30 years, Jan
stays active in the Division and her home club. Jan’s mentoring methods have helped her support
students, many of which she stays in contact with to this day.

Congratulations to these very deserving individuals!

To see an entire list of the Hall of Fame Inductees, or to view the 2026 induction video, visit:
https://k20.site.kiwanis.org/ohio-kiwanis-hall-of-fame/ or click here.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/13BwgQMQC_1ul9qtXkZGUpbtlrYGbcGyj/view?ts=69c758b1

