
THE
BUCKEYE BULLETIN

o h i o k i w a n i s . o r g

f

CONTACT US
 P.O. Box 588

Berea, OH 44017
614.848.5000  

2025-2026

Ohio District Kiwanis
OneTrue Wish!

August 2026 ohiokiwanis.org

https://k20.site.kiwanis.org/article-content-submission/

 
Governor's Message - You inspire me
August Memory Inspires First Family
Images from ODKF Golf
Register to attend DCON
Basket Auction Boosts ODKF 
Sidney Club Supports Pollinators
Kiwanis in the news
Key Leader Opportunities
Salem hosts Craft Show
Governor’s Travels 
Checking in on our Family!
Leadership Training is Crucial
Portage Celebrates Two Milestones
Aktion Club’s Leadership Day

p2
p3
p4
p5
p7
p8
p9
p10
p11
p12
p13
p14
p15
p16

WHAT’S INSIDE:

SUBMIT STORIES VIA:

It might be the dog
days of summer, but

Kiwanians are still
busy serving their

communities! 



By Marcia Copeland Hudson, Ohio Governor

As we enter August, we’re in the final stretch — two months left in the 
Kiwanis year —and our focus is clear: DCON attendance and membership 
growth.

Beginning in 2024, I’ve enjoyed the opportunity to travel throughout 
our Ohio District — from the Ohio River to Lake Erie — and I’ve met so 
many energetic and enthusiastic Kiwanians! 

I’ve seen firsthand the real  passion, real pride and a forever connection 
of friends and family that Kiwanis creates. You can find that same love 
for the District in our clubs every day, and it’s why these last two months matter.

DCON: Let’s show up!

Next week, I’ll be calling the Lt. Governors and Board members I haven’t spoken with in a while to
encourage everyone to show up at DCON! DCON is where we gather ideas, strengthen
relationships and bring high energy back to our clubs.

We will be gathering in Central Ohio, at the lovely Renaissance Hotel in the Westerville/Polaris
area, which is so convenient to so many Kiwanians throughout the state.

See you there!

Membership Matters

Membership is our heartbeat. Let’s keep building momentum by inviting others in and supporting
one another across the District.

Just Do It, folks. Let’s work together to finish strong in DCON attendance, membership growth,
and service to children and families!

Marcia Copeland Hudson,

Ohio Governor, 2025-26
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Membership, DCON attendance matters
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August memory inspires First Family focus
By Larry D. Hudson

I remember is as if it happened yesterday. It was an August afternoon, sunny and hot. I was
mowing the lawn when Marcia interrupted. The call from Dayton Children’s Hospital had been
important. The news brought a cold wave of fear: Lauren, our 11-year-old, had cancer.

What followed was a whirl of doctor visits and hospitalizations. What got us through the
heartbreaking months that followed was the support of friends (some we had met at the Ronald
McDonald House of Dayton), the patient explanations of Lauren’s care team at the hospital, and
the Special Wish granted to Lauren and our family by Make-A-Wish.

Lauren’s Special Wish was a Central Florida adventure during the weeks before Christmas. It
brought us to a magical place where Christmas gifts appeared under the tree every day and a
Wish Kid could choose ice cream for breakfast. Lauren was treated like a celebrity at Disney
World, Universal Studios and Sea World. It was a wonderful break for Lauren and everyone in the
family.

We’ll never forget that magical time, and the Christmas that followed a few days later. It was
Lauren’s last, because childhood cancer ended her life a few days later on January 8. She was 12
years old.

Lauren would be 36 if she were still with us today. We’re still inspired by her spirit – her fight to
live during multiple medical challenges, and her desire to make a difference. 

Kiwanians have helped make a difference for families facing serious childhood illness.
Contributions to the First Family Project are helping Make-A-Wish and Ronald McDonald House
Charities continue to serve families every day.

Thank you, Ohio District Kiwanis, for supporting the First Family Project 2025-2026!
Wish Kids and their families are grateful!

Larry D. Hudson
ODK First Gentleman 2025-2026
Co-Chair, First Family Project

P.S. -- I’m happy to report that more than a few individuals 
made gifts to the Project this year in addition to the gifts 
presented by Kiwanis Clubs. To join them, click here or 
point your cell phone camera at the QR code below 
to learn how to contribute to the Project by credit or 
debit card and help  grant more Special Wishes
to Wish Kids and their families!

https://odkf.org/first-family-project/donate-to-first-family.html
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Snapshots from the ODKF Golf Tournament
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Planning for 2026 DCON is well under way, with lots of information either already posted on the
district website or coming soon.

It will an exciting weekend of enrichment, inspiration and good old-fashioned Kiwanis fellowship  
Aug. 14-16 in Westerville.

Our convention will be treated by the presence of several special
guests, including Paul Palazzolo, Kiwanis International executive 
director.

This weekend also will be shared with our Aktion Club family
members, as they gather in the same location for their 
Leadership and Educational Day. 

More information their event can be found at the end of this
month’s Buckeye Bulletin.

Register today for DCON!

https://k20.site.kiwanis.org/district-convention/


DCON offers many opportunities
for Ohio Kiwanis members
Greetings Ohio Kiwanians! Come one, come all to the District Convention!

The 2026 Ohio District Convention will be held Aug. 14-16 at the Renaissance Hotel in Westerville
in Central Ohio.

This will be a time of education, elections, business, eating and FUN! And to make it more exciting,
we will be joined by the Aktion Club as those members will hold their Education Day on Saturday. It
will be great to have the Kiwanis Family together!

On Friday, the 14 , there will be CLE training for Kiwanis leaders as well as several meetings. Friday
evening will be a “Family Reunion” picnic dinner followed by a lot of games and activities. You will
have a passport which will be stamped as you complete the various activities. Then you will be
able to turn in your stamped passport for useful items. It will be a fun start to the weekend!

th

On Saturday, the kickoff session will get the day rolling. The day will be filled with educational
workshops, a great luncheon, the House of Delegates and the very special Governors Banquet.

There will be 12 workshops offered in three sessions of four workshops each. During the House of
Delegates, we will take care of District elections and business. The Governors banquet will be a
time of celebration of Governor Marcia Copeland Hudson’s year and recognition of those who
have made it a great year.

Sunday kicks off with a memorial service, followed by the District Foundation breakfast and
Annual meeting. The convention closing session will follow the foundation meeting.

After the closing, in the same facility will be the Installation of the 2026-2027 Ohio District leaders
will be held as Governor Elect Judy Raub and her Lt. Governors are installed.

It will be a wonderful time to be together so come join in the celebration at the District
Convention!

Information and registration, including hotel reservations if needed, can be found here:

https://k20.site.kiwanis.org/district-convention/

Yours in Service,

Craig Wallace,
District Convention Coordinator, 2026
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Ohio Kiwanis History Comes to DCON
For more than 100 years, the Ohio District has collected Kiwanis records, photos and memorabilia
that tell the story of our clubs, our members and our shared service legacy.

The District Historical Committee has been sorting and inventorying items from our Columbus
storage unit, uncovering countless memories along the way. 

Now, we’re excited to bring a piece of that history to DCON through a special display for all
attendees to enjoy.

Be sure to stop by, take a look, and celebrate the history of Ohio Kiwanis. 

Some club-specific memorabilia also will be available for clubs to take home, helping preserve
these keepsakes while easing the growing challenge of storing and tracking them.

Kelly Brown,
Immediate Past Governor,
ODK Historical Committee member

Sidney Kiwanians develop pollinator garden
Congratulations to the Kiwanis
Club of Sidney for this 
pollinator garden that it helped
 establish at Tawawa Park
in Sidney.

The club helped develop a
1.5-acre pollinator garden, 
pictured here behind an 
all-inclusive playground that
Kiwanis and Rotary clubs 
spearheaded a few years back.
It gets a lot of use. It was
about a $250,000 project that received a lot of support from the community.

According to the Ohio State University Extension Office, a 1.5‑acre pollinator garden is a
significant bee habitat — it can benefit thousands of individual bees per day and support multiple
colonies of honeybees and many species of native bees, especially if it’s diverse, well‑maintained,
and part of a larger foraging network.

The First Family project for 2024-25 was a focus on pollinators and helping them survive and
thrive.
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Keep sharing your good news to help
Kiwanis grow in your community!

 

Painesville plans zip line, more at Kiwanis
Recreation Park --- Cleveland Plain Dealer

We love seeing Kiwanis service and volunteer activity get the attention it deserves! People need to
hear and see what we are doing before they can decide to join us in our fun and work!

Here are a few “public relations wins” we spotted during the past month or so:

Kiwanians help Free Store   --- The Delaware Gazette

OSU Football tickets help fund car seats  
– Hometown Stations/Fox

Bryan Kiwanis hears from county officials
--- Village Reporter

https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/outdoor-activities/painesville-plans-zipline-adventure-area-pavilion-at-kiwanis-recreation-park/ar-AA28CImy?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/outdoor-activities/painesville-plans-zipline-adventure-area-pavilion-at-kiwanis-recreation-park/ar-AA28CImy?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.delgazette.com/2026/07/12/kiwanis-helps-out-free-store/?fbclid=IwY2xjawTbfPZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEermtJWbkPG_JTOC-n2-hjn_I_1D-2EnXzhEQYzmhi3PTBJV5tW5QFt6zIn08_aem_mhS19k1d7o5nWqbLH4_nLw
https://www.hometownstations.com/news/allen_county/ohio-state-football-ticket-raffle-helps-fund-car-seats-for-local-families/article_98bfcd11-f9d6-4d62-9de9-91704105ef88.html
https://www.hometownstations.com/news/allen_county/ohio-state-football-ticket-raffle-helps-fund-car-seats-for-local-families/article_98bfcd11-f9d6-4d62-9de9-91704105ef88.html
https://thevillagereporter.com/bryan-kiwanis-hears-from-county-officials-on-senior-center-funding/
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SALEM, Ohio (WKBN) – While many events today were cancelled or postponed due to the air
quality, one annual event in Salem welcomed the community to its annual celebration.
The Annual Kiwanis Craft Show took place Saturday at Centennial Park.

Vendors selling homemade crafts and antiques were scattered throughout the park along with
bubbles, live music, and even a dunk tank.

Money is raised from the event for the Kiwanis Club, which says its main goal is to give back to
the children.

"We always do something for the park," Caron Richey, secretary for the Salem Kiwanis Club,
said. "We've helped update the electrical system here. We've painted the picnic tables in the
pavilion. We just donated money for the new water slide that they put in here. So, it's just a way
for us to give back to the community."

If you missed Saturday's show, don't worry–a second craft show has been added during the
second week of September.

The Kiwanis 
Family Fall Fest 
features crafting 
and antique 
vendors, as well
as a "big kids" 
section to make 
it a complete
 community 
outing day.

Copyright 2026 
Nexstar Media, 
Inc.
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Salem club hosts craft show
(As reported by WKBN)

https://www.wkbn.com/news/local-news/salem-news/


August 2026 12
THE

BUCKEYE BULLETIN

Keep up with our Governor on her travels
 Governor Marcia and her First Gentleman Larry been on the road , visiting clubs and supporting 

the Kiwanis family throughout the Mighty Ohio District.

Click here at: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579035076996 and follow her to keep
tabs on where she visits!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579035076996
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579035076996
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61579035076996
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 We have scoured the posts of Facebook to see what Ohio Kiwanis clubs
have been up to this past month.
Follow the Ohio District Kiwanis Page, and join
the Ohio District Kiwanis Group, to see more posts
and add your club’s activities! We can learn from
each other and better serve the youth in our communities.

Following our Family on Facebook
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Leadership training is crucial
For those who cannot attend in-person Kiwanis leadership training, there is the option to take
the training through Kiwanis International and get the appropriate credit. 

No matter whether you do this individually or as a group -- it's important to take this CLE Training
to strengthen the future clubs in our Ohio District.  Our children and our communities deserve
well-trained leaders as we serve them.

You can access the Kiwanis International-led Club Leadership Education (CLE) videos and
resources here:

https://www.kiwanis.org/members/for-leaders/officer-guide/kiwanis-led-training

On that page, you'll find training resources for the following club officer roles:

Club President – Slides, Q&A chat, important links

Club Secretary – Slides, Q&A chat, important links

Club Treasurer – Slides, Q&A chat, important links

Club Membership Chair – Slides, Q&A chat, important links

Kiwanis Engage – Slides, Q&A chat, important links

After viewing the videos, be sure to complete the Completion Credit Form linked on the page to
receive credit for completing the Club Leadership Education.

https://k20.site.kiwanis.org/mid-year-education-day/
https://www.kiwanis.org/members/for-leaders/officer-guide/kiwanis-led-training?utm_source=wonderchat
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Portage celebrates two remarkable milestones!

This year marks a very special occasion for the Kiwanis Club of Portage Lakes as we celebrate
our 75  Anniversary in October. th

For three-quarters of a century, our members have built a legacy of friendship, service, and
community.
 
Making this anniversary even more meaningful, our final surviving founding member, Tom
Longworth, celebrated his 100  birthday. On June 24, club members, family, and friends
gathered to honor Tom and celebrate this extraordinary milestone.

th

 
Tom’s vision and commitment helped establish the Kiwanis Club of Portage
Lakes 75 years ago, and his living legacy continues to inspire our members today.
We are grateful for his many years of service and the example he has set for
generations of Kiwanians.
 
Congratulations Tom, on your 100  birthday, and thank you for helping buildth

the strong foundation of our club. 

As we celebrate our 75  Anniversary, we proudly honor the past while we look forward to
continuing our tradition of serving the Portage Lakes community for years to come.

th

 
Submitted by Cathy Dietz, secretary, Portage Lakes Kiwanis 
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