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News from President Des  

 
As the calendar year draws to a close and Christmas is upon 
us, we think again how busy 2025 has been in fellowship with 
other Clubs, Emergency Meals, Fundraising opportunities eg 
Barossa Airshow, Tour Down Under, Football Gates, 
Declaration of Vintage, Cars Coffee Barossa etc etc. 
 
Gomersal Rest Area always needs attention, so thanks to 
those helping there too. 

Archie Schiller, son of Kiwanian Sarah and Damian Schiller is a popular HeartKid here in the Barossa, 
who has had 4 open heart surgeries and 17 other operations. Due to his heart failure again in recent 
weeks, he has had another 12-hour surgery recently. The Board decided to donate $1000 towards 
the family’s expenses in Melbourne, which 
they were humbled to accept. We wish 
Archie a speedy recovery.  Archie is doing Yr 
8 at Faith College where he won the Yr 8 
Magnolia Award, plus End of Year Special 
Prize. How wonderfully he takes life in his 
stride. Well done, Archie!! 
 
But l would like to THANK ALL OF YOU for 
making this Club the success that it is, as 
everyone's input makes a huge difference in 
the camaraderie and success that we have. 
         
BLESSED CHRISTMAS EVERYONE         
Des 

 

 Recent Meetings 
November meetings featured two special guests. On 
November 13, well-known Kapunda identity Greg Mickan 
joined us to share a few tips on biohacking. Greg entertained 
us but also 
informed us 
about health 
issues we 
may not have 
been aware 
of.  

 
 



Then on November 27, Neil Lambert brought his 
piano along to entertain us with a few popular 
songs and then a couple of golden oldies to sing 
along with. Neil sings in several local groups, so 
we were pleased to have him come along for the 
night. 

 
Our year closed with a special guest speaking at our 
Christmas break up on December 11. This was the 
new Uniting Church minister Amel Manyon who 
attended with her son Pal. Amel had an interesting 
life story to tell, growing up in war-torn Sudan, then living in a camp in Uganda and then coming to 

Australia with her family in 2002.  At first, she 
struggled with her new life but felt warmly 
welcomed and in 2012, graduated as the first 
Sudanese minister in the Uniting Church. She lost 
her husband in 2016, but has 5 children and 12 
grandchildren. She wished everyone peace, joy, 
happiness and laughter this Christmas. 
 

 
Jim was pleased to thank Amel at the end of her 
talk. As an elder in the congregation, he was one 
of those responsible for calling Amel to the 
Barossa.  

Our first meeting in January will just be a social 
gathering together. More details about the venue 
and timing will be coming out in January but keep 
January 22 clear. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lorna’s  

Fundraising Report 
 

How quickly a busy schedule disappears!! November came and went and our December adventures 
are also disappearing very quickly! In November, with Cars Coffee Barossa,  The Vellocette 
Nationals,  Tanunda Primary Sports Day ( it rained), Little Athletics Grandparents,  plus their 
Christmas  Night,  the Angaston Christmas Parade ( it poured with rain) and the Nuriootpa High 
School 90th Anniversary.  November was busy. 
    The adventures with the Vellocette Nationals Rally was an interesting experience.  120 persons 
were registered,  mostly riders on their precious motorcycles, some travelling by the bus or car to 
the various destinations. They stayed at the Nuriootpa Caravan Park for the week. 
 Monday 3rd Nov - what a day!! it rained, it hailed, but they all arrived at Kersbrook for Morning Tea, 
albeit 1:5hrs late,  saturated  and wondering why they were out there!! but ready to go back to their 
camp. Sth Australia didn't give a great weather welcome, as they were from America, Germany, and 
all states of Australia.  
Tuesday 4th - Very heavy cloud, but off to Mt Pleasant for MT.  then to Tailem Bend for some laps of 
The  Track.  - thanks to Anne/Tom  for bringing their lunches.  
Wednesday  5th - YAY SUNSHINE ALL DAY !! Off to Eudunda Colin Thiele Gardens for MT, then to 
Martindale Museum, and Mintaro for a German Bratwurst / Sauerkraut Roll thanks to Mark /Des for 
BBQing. 
Thurs 6th - weather was a little drizzle, but Eden Valley for MT, then to Birdwood Mill Museum for 
lunch, where Lyn / Geoff met us with food.  
Fri 7th - across the ferry we go to Swan Reach for MT, then to  Mannum Dock Discovery Centre for 
lunch, thanks to Chris/Ev, Amanda/Nick for our support there. 
November 8th - was a sad morning as we were farewelling this fantastic group at the Greenock 
Aviation Museum,  with help from Lyn / Geoff, Amanda/ Nick and Des.  
What a week of friendships made, teamwork, long hours and hard work. This would not have been 
achieved if if wasn't for Lyn's baking, Louise’s cheerful assistance and strength. But of course the 
Home Crew! Mary, Mike, Marg/David, Lyn/Geoff, who appeared at Bernkastel Court for 
cooking,  prepping and packing food for next day. 
We most certainly couldn't have done it without Des the Pres, who was always checking the fuel 
gauge, the cold room, sending people ( and his wife) in the right direction!! It was a lot of fun as we 
raised $7700 to support our children, so thank you to all.  
 
Tanunda Primary Sports Day was a rainy day, but our Burger /Sausage Sizzle was not in vain, as we 
could donate $1000 to the School for their needs. 
 Little Athletics Grandparents Evening  was a cold, windy night with us being able to donate $500. 
We also catered for their Christmas Night. 



  
Angaston Christmas Parade  - what a night!! With several caterers not coming and less crowd, our 
Burger Stall still made a profit of $1400.( l don't like saturated marquees) 
Nuriootpa High 90th Anniversary saw a small crowd with $270 profit. 
Cars Coffee Barossa was the smallest crowd yet, but we still profited $340. We also marshalled at 
Tanunda Christmas Parade,  cooked a BBQ at Lutheran Care Hamper Day, with a BBQ at the 
ReStore Shop Nuriootpa finishing our duties in 2025.  
Huge thanks for the efforts and expertise from so many members who supported our Club by 
helping in so many ways throughout this year.  
 
Every blessing to all our families and friends as this Christmas Season 
approaches,  relax,  restore  and we'll be back for more in 2026!! 

January Events 
 Jan 19 - HeartKids Aussie Day - 9:30 - 1pm @ Nuriootpa  Institute  - Come and enjoy FAMILY 

HOLIDAY FUN, FOOD, GAMES and lots of prizes. This is for all of us, so come and enjoy  
 but let Lorna know for catering purposes  0438 844 116  
 Jan - 26 - Australia Day Breakfast  - Egg ' n ' Bacon Rolls 
Cheers Lorna  
Here are a few photos from November: 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer hours for November: 
Nov 2 - CARS COFFEE BAROSSA      11 hr      5p         

$376.65 
   3 - 8 - VELOCETTE NATIONALS    350        39           

$7,703.10 
      13 - TAN PRIM SPORTS DAY        27.5       5             

$ 868.40 
      19 - LITTLE ATHLETICS                 18          6                $82.40 

      28 - ANGASTON PARADE               38          8           $1,403.20 
      30 - NURI HIGH 90th ANN               21          7             $269.41 

           - GOMERSAL REST AREA           13          5 
           - EMERGENCY MEALS                 38          6 

 
At the barbecue held recently for people collecting 
Christmas hampers, the Leader of the Opposition 
Ashton Hurn visited our stall.  Ashton has been a 
great supporter of our club and other service clubs 
in the local area over the years, especially through 
printing our posters. We wish her all the best in her 
new role. 

 

 

 

 

 

Emergency Meals Report 
 
Report from Geoff and Lyn: 
We have done approx. 40 enjoyable hours of volunteering for Nov 25. 
We continue to receive donations from various organisations and generous people. 
Thanks to Lorna/Lou, Chris Redden, Yvonne for Meals and Geoff and Chris R for deliveries. 515 meals 
were delivered in November, showing the need is not slowing down at all. In that time, we have 
prepared and frozen 664 meals for the holiday period. 
We also met for a networking get-together on December 2 at I See Church 1.30pm. 
 



From the Board 

 
Thanks to all those who attended award ceremonies 
at local schools. Many of these were presentations 

of Terrific Kids awards. At Gawler B12 College Junior 
School assembly, we were quite stunned and 

overwhelmed, when the student body 
spontaneously applauded after Chris had 

announced that the Club had produced 12,000 
Emergency meals for families in need. 

 
Labor Candidate James Agness with Chris and Tony Piccolo MP at Gawler B12 College. James has agreed to sponsor our 

Terrific Kids schools if he replaces Tony Piccolo at the next election.  

Sherryl’s Caring Corner for Dec/Jan 
 
 
Birthdays: 
December 5 Chris Schulz  
December 6 Narelle Balk  
December 20 Jim Ellis  
December 27 Marianne Noack  
January 17 Deb Atyeo 
January 22 Dynice Ellendon 
January 23 Dean Hoklas 
 
Wedding anniversaries: 
December 29 Dean and Julie Hoklas 1979 
January 1 Rob and Lyn  Albrecht 1975 
January 7 Rory and Dynice Ellendon 1984 
January 17 Mike & Sue Nicholls 1976   
 Ev and Chris Leske 1976 
January 22 David & Louanne Obst 2011  
 
Membership: 
December 2 Glen Schulz, Margaret Hodge  
Jan 21 Emeile Rabot & Chris Ulstrup  
Jan 25 Mary Mattner  
 

Gomersal Road 

Rest Area 

 
The Christmas bushes are flowering 
prodigiously at the moment. With the coffee 
van there every weekday, visitation has grown 
amazingly, helping to promote the Club and its 
work. Our care is valued by the Council and 
we are attempting to work more closely with 
the works department there. 



 
 

Just a reminder that regular 
dinner meetings are held 
every second and fourth 

Thursday of each month - 
6.30 for 7.00 pm at the 

Vine Inn, Murray St, 
Nuriootpa. If you can’t 

attend a dinner meeting, 
please let Chris or Ev know, 

either by email – ejleske@internode.on.net or mobile for calls and texts 
0428 337132. This helps our hosts, the Vine Inn, with their catering. 

 
 

What’s coming up in 2026? 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Monday January 19 HeartKids Aussie Day - 9:30 - 1pm 
Nuriootpa  Institute 

Thursday January 22 Social night and barbecue – more details to 
come 

Monday January 26  Australia Day Breakfast Tanunda Oval 
  - Egg ' n ' Bacon Roll 


