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John Bigari -  Secretary@kiwanisgrandrapids.org 
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PROGRAMS YOU MAY HAVE MISSED 

 

Linda Lawther joined our virtual meeting to 
discuss her candidacy for Kiwanis International 
Trustee.  She talked about ways to bring more 
diversity to the organization. This includes 
giving the younger members of the Kiwanis 
family a voice in the decisions that impact 
them.  She also discussed the persistent 
problem with making the clubs “look like” the 
people that they serve.  We wish her all the 
best at the convention in Salt Lake City, 
hopefully in person and not virtual.  
 
 
 
 
 

Malique Grear with Positive Impact for 
Life talked about the organization and 
their impact on the community.  Their 
motto is “to transform lives by 
providing positive solutions for 
everyday living.”  They offer self-care 
workshops on a variety of mental 
health issues. They also have 
programs geared to tutoring and 
mentoring children.       
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Future Programs/Events 

Until dining restrictions 

ease, the club will meet 

virtually every Tuesday at 

Noon. 

 

Contact the Secretary or 

President if you would like to 

join our meeting. 

 

Always remember— 

#KidsNeedKiwanis  

February  16 

Maria Besta, 

Bikes for the Rest of Us 

February 

Marney Rich Keenan 

Author of the book 

"The Snow Killings"  

February  

 

 

       20 Ron Karelse 

 

 

 

26 Cheryl and Bill Weitzel 

https://www.lindalawther.com/
https://www.lindalawther.com/
https://positiveimpactforlife.org/
https://positiveimpactforlife.org/


CLUB SERVICE  RECAP  

 

Future project plan-

ning: As we all know, pro-

jects do not happen without 

planning. While not complet-

ing any one project, mem-

bers have engaged in plan-

ning for the next few months 

projects.  

Hours Total — 20 

Members Involved — 4 

 

MORE PROGRAMS YOU MAY HAVE MISSED 

We are on the web: kiwanisgrandrapids.org 

Facebook:: Kiwanis Grand Rapids 

Twitter: kiwanisgr 

Shandy Longcore with Embracing Imperfec-
tions joined us for our meeting and discussed 
her story of attempted suicide at the age of 10. 
She now devotes her life to speaking to chil-
dren and teens about her experience. She’s 
more than a motivational speaker she wants to 
tell kids about other options and resources. 
These include texting 741741 or calling 1-800-
273-talk (8255). 
 
 

 
Kim Karn with the Land Conservancy of 
West Michigan https://naturenearby.org/ 
spoke about their organization and the 
mission to help people protect, enjoy, 
and care for natural land in West Michi-
gan.  They have three new projects: 
Flower Creek Dunes Nature Preserve, 
The Highlands, and Dune Harbor Park. 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU K IWANIS  HEROS  
 

From hospital emergency rooms to nursing homes and schools, Kiwanians 

around the globe are on the front lines in the fight against COVID-19.  You can 

read their full stories here.   

http://www.kiwanisgrandrapids.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kiwanis-Grand-Rapids-North/229727353707316
https://twitter.com/kiwanisgr
https://embracingimperfections.org/
https://embracingimperfections.org/
https://naturenearby.org/
https://naturenearby.org/portfolio_page/explore/flower-creek-dunes-nature-preserve/
https://naturenearby.org/portfolio_page/explore/the-highlands/
https://www.kiwanis.org/news/covid-19-kiwanis-suggestions/thank-you-kiwanis-heroes


THANK YOU K IWANIS  HEROS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 
 

Kiwanis Trivia 
 
The first president of Kiwanis International was George F. Hixson of the 
Rochester, New York, Kiwanis Club. He was elected in 1916 at the first 
international convention in Cleveland and re-elected the next year. He is the only 
international president to serve two terms.  

The primary purpose of  

this club is to improve 

the quality of life for 

children and families 

worldwide by adhering 

to the Objects of Kiwa-

nis International.   The 

objectives were ap-

proved in 1924 and 

through the decades, 

they have remained un-

changed.    

 To give primacy to 
the human and spir-
itual, rather than to 
the material values 
of life.  

 To encourage the 
daily living of the 
Golden Rule in all 
human relation-
ships.  

 To promote the 
adoption and appli-
cation of higher so-
cial, business, and 
professional stand-
ards.  

 To develop, by pre-
cept and example, a 
more intelligent, ag-
gressive, and ser-
viceable citizenship.  

 To provide, through 
this club, a practical 
means to form en-
during friendships, 
to render altruistic 
service, and to build 
a better community.  

 To cooperate in cre-
ating and maintain-
ing that sound pub-
lic opinion and high 
idealism which 
make possible the 
increase of right-
eousness, justice, 
patriotism, and 
goodwill.  


