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PROGRAMS YOU MAY HAVE MISSED 
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Future Programs/Events 

The club meets every 

Tuesday from 11:30AM 

to 12:30PM. 

Shots on the River  

5760 W River Dr NE, 

Belmont, MI 49306  

616-951-6071  
Always remember— 

#KidsNeedKiwanis  

May 12 
Lindsey VanDyke  
Early On Kent ISD  

May 28 & 29 
Terrific kids 

May 12 
Board Meeting 

May 26 
Weekly Meeting 

May 19 
Mike Martin  

"Why I no longer  
hate poetry"  

Vickie Finkler and John Kozal with Lily's Frog 

Pad, Inc located at Howard Christensen 

Nature Center  (HCNC) spoke to the club 

regarding the sale of HCNC. They are trying 

to rally support to save the buildings on the 

property which includes the welcome 

center the Kiwanis helped to fund.  

https://www.facebook.com/story.php/?

story_fbid=1349982057176237&id=100064933650124  

 

Hillary Sawyer with the Boys & Girls Clubs of 

Grand Rapids Youth Commonwealth told us 

about their history. Founded in 1938 by the 

Grand Rapids Police Department as Grand 

Rapids Youth Commonwealth. They later 

rebranded and joined forces with the 

national Boys and Girls Clubs. They have several locations around GR and own 

Camp O’Malley that offers day and overnight camp options. They only charge $5 

per year for each student to participate in their activities. With the education 

issues surrounding inner city schools, the clubs boast that 98% of members 

graduate high school, 84% maintain A’s and B’s in coursework.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Contact Information 

 KiwanisGrandRapids@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/lilysfrogpad/posts/pfbid02CStJ9HpQUW4pBr5ftCqW9WVTtYNvqjVjEYycFyfnbouuirx9bx1eqA4kZLsfdsdjl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZby0Dzfr31ecHFPHT96yUQ82_KId2F9IhVhYuBQaKi6Wr18IL241_LrwV0rAmR3zkXOPI2K5Uo-NDIDdlivSrNhXgd1i4-BaM8zr31edPXqbXyMl2lmM7vL8cagjwP
https://www.facebook.com/lilysfrogpad/posts/pfbid02CStJ9HpQUW4pBr5ftCqW9WVTtYNvqjVjEYycFyfnbouuirx9bx1eqA4kZLsfdsdjl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZby0Dzfr31ecHFPHT96yUQ82_KId2F9IhVhYuBQaKi6Wr18IL241_LrwV0rAmR3zkXOPI2K5Uo-NDIDdlivSrNhXgd1i4-BaM8zr31edPXqbXyMl2lmM7vL8cagjwP
https://www.facebook.com/BGCGrandRapids?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZFgWrcrbkBT1MW2WyUA6-PkxAKDbbBcesUpqDr2-KD7bnH2aqIA6exXtWbdaiyys88-rPA4UAJ4MWr0qNyjzxt1yz-QlxkzfdwilifIrBIomtBJQVJCFDS_GN8sOzzUs-00ZOa3T_w0FE0k-Y0BhHJTv0OG5NQi1Mk8boRE3mLEpw-FGPkQ2E60xSN7zd5YSw&__tn__=-
https://www.facebook.com/BGCGrandRapids?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZFgWrcrbkBT1MW2WyUA6-PkxAKDbbBcesUpqDr2-KD7bnH2aqIA6exXtWbdaiyys88-rPA4UAJ4MWr0qNyjzxt1yz-QlxkzfdwilifIrBIomtBJQVJCFDS_GN8sOzzUs-00ZOa3T_w0FE0k-Y0BhHJTv0OG5NQi1Mk8boRE3mLEpw-FGPkQ2E60xSN7zd5YSw&__tn__=-


NFL Football player Terry Bradshaw spoke at 

the 2025 Kiwanis International Convention 

in Pittsburgh. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?

v=3926973370781896  

 

Our club played his speech in two parts. He gave a humorous look at football and 

talked about Kiwanis and the vision and importance of helping kids. 

                

 

Every year our Kiwanis club assists the Noorthoek Academy Aktion Club  in raising 

money for the Ronald McDonald House Charities of West Michigan.  They spend 

all year collecting pop-can tabs and donate them to the house.                                                                  

The primary purpose of  

this club is to improve 

the quality of life for 

children and families 

worldwide by adhering 

to the Objects of Kiwa-

nis International.   The 

objectives were ap-

proved in 1924 and 

through the decades, 

they have remained un-

changed.    

 To give primacy to 
the human and spir-
itual, rather than to 
the material values 
of life.  

 To encourage the 
daily living of the 
Golden Rule in all 
human relation-
ships.  

 To promote the 
adoption and appli-
cation of higher so-
cial, business, and 
professional stand-
ards.  

 To develop, by pre-
cept and example, a 
more intelligent, ag-
gressive, and ser-
viceable citizenship.  

 To provide, through 
Kiwanis clubs, a 
practical means to 
form enduring 
friendships, to ren-
der altruistic service 
and to build better 
communities.  

 To cooperate in cre-
ating and maintain-
ing that sound pub-
lic opinion and high 
idealism which 
make possible the 
increase of right-
eousness, justice, 
patriotism, and 
goodwill.  

We are on the web: kiwanisgrandrapids.org 

Facebook:: Kiwanis Grand Rapids 

Twitter: kiwanisgr 

MORE MONTLY PROGRAMS 

AKTION CLUB POP-CAN TAB DONATION 

https://www.facebook.com/Millsboro.Kiwanis/videos/3926973370781896/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaqzLm2mCEgYpj8Cv13IwZuCkLUTsrixUHSqqFm1uYhPYlgqnR-oajaqMr6Vv6tpwEqRejnr3Bb9xu7AsNvzDX2GDlEqXfQGG8E1GGp1yH2Sx2jDuMLhUsZG4SLMX5zs_5f6Q7Q0GKV6BjhqNlZV6YL_0PpZ0P7-W3JFJ0n8DcmlQLT
https://www.facebook.com/Millsboro.Kiwanis/videos/3926973370781896/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaqzLm2mCEgYpj8Cv13IwZuCkLUTsrixUHSqqFm1uYhPYlgqnR-oajaqMr6Vv6tpwEqRejnr3Bb9xu7AsNvzDX2GDlEqXfQGG8E1GGp1yH2Sx2jDuMLhUsZG4SLMX5zs_5f6Q7Q0GKV6BjhqNlZV6YL_0PpZ0P7-W3JFJ0n8DcmlQLT
https://www.noorthoekacademy.org/
https://rmhcwm.org/
http://www.kiwanisgrandrapids.org
https://www.facebook.com/KiwanisGrandRapids/
https://twitter.com/kiwanisgr
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The Kiwanis Club of Grand Rapids worked with Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hos-

pital and their Bikes for the Rest of Us event. We purchased and fit bike helmets 

for their participants. This is a great program matching adults and children with 

disabilities to specialized, adaptive bikes. The club fit and handed out 44 helmets 

and left more with the hospital for them to use during the year.  See more about 

their event here: https://www.facebook.com/reel/957408351963177 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

https://www.maryfreebed.com/
https://www.maryfreebed.com/
https://www.maryfreebed.com/bikes-for-the-rest-us-gives-freedom-on-wheels/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/957408351963177


POPULAR MOVIES AND TV SHOWS THAT HAVE NA ME-CHECKED KIWANIS AND KEY CLUB OVER THE  YEARS.  

Kiwanis International has been serving the children of the world for over a century — and in 

that time, it has permeated popular culture as well. In movies, TV and written fiction, the 

presence of a Kiwanis club succinctly tells the audience that the setting is a community that 

helps out its less fortunate members. Characters might say they are Kiwanians to indicate a 

dedication to service or a thriving social life. Or they might mention an affiliation with Key 

Club to indicate that they are high achievers involved in their schools and communities.   

 

Part one of the series is in the February 2025  edition of the newsletter.  There are a total of 

16 in the series.  Look for more in the coming months. 

 

“Defending Your Life” (1991) 

 

Following his death, Daniel Miller (Albert Brooks) finds himself in Judgment City, an afterlife 

metropolis where the recently deceased reside in hotels while awaiting final judg-

ment. Daniel’s hotel isn’t as fancy as the one where love interest Julia (Meryl Streep) is stay-

ing, but he’s in good company: A sign in the lobby reads, “WELCOME KIWANIS DEAD.”    

 

In researching the reference I came across one message 

board stating: “They frequently have conventions and when 

you are at a hotel it is common to see signs that say, 

"Welcome Kiwanis".  The joke is that even in death these 

clubs are having there own private convention. “ 

https://dwyq4sa1lz55y.cloudfront.net/uploads/sites/56/2025/03/kiwanis-newsletter-February-2025.pdf


CLUB SERVICE  RECAP  

 

Terrific Kids Awards  

Hours Total — 10 

Members Involved — 10 

 

Mary Free Bed Bikes for 

the Rest of Us 

Hours Total  — 12 

Members Involved —  1 

Nonmembers— 2 

 

Key Club Mentorship 

Hours Total — 4 

Members Involved -— 3 

 

Aktion Club 

Ronald McDonald House 

Can Tab donation 

Hours Total  — 132 

Members Involved —  3 

Nonmembers— 8 

Kiwanis Trivia 
 

Kiwanis International conventions began when the Kiwanis Club of Cleveland invited 
representatives of other clubs to meet there in May 1916. At that time, there were 16 
clubs with 1,924 members. A Kiwanis International convention has been conducted 

every year since then, except for limited conferences in 1943–45 due to wartime travel 
restrictions. 

“Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth.” - Muhammad 
Ali 
 
“I may be dumb but I am not stupid” - Terry Bradshaw 
 

“QUOTABLE NOTABLES”  

 

2 Quincy & Mike Kwast 

 

22 Sandi & Jerry Swett 

May 


