


WHEREAS, The Kiwanis Club of Schenectady received its International Charter as Kiwanis Club #138 on May 15, 1919 at which time there were 90 charter members of the Club, and

WHEREAS, Kiwanis International celebrated its 100th Year on January 21, 2015, and

WHEREAS, The Kiwanis Club of Schenectady will note its 100th anniversary on May 15, 2019, and

WHEREAS, the Kiwanis Club of Schenectady is comprised of men and women who are community leaders dedicated to encouraging and supporting the children of Schenectady and throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, The Objects of Kiwanis International, adopted in Denver in 1924 at the International Convention, provide guidelines for good citizenship, leadership, and community service that are relevant even today, and

 WHEREAS,  in 1922, while enroute to a Kiwanis Club meeting, Kiwanis Club President, Fire Chief Henry Yates , and Dr. Alfred Warner saw a crippled child on the road and were inspired to raise funds to open a 10 bed hospital known as Schenectady Reconstruction Home for Crippled Children.  That same hospital is now a facility specializing in physical rehabilitation known as Sunnyview Rehabilitation Hospital; and

WHEREAS,  Sandlot Baseball became a statewide Kiwanis Project of the New York District in 1944, and it was initiated by the Kiwanis Club of Schenectady in 1945 with twelve teams; and

WHEREAS, The Kiwanis Club of Schenectady for many years held an annual “Kid's Day” fundraiser for youth services during which Club members sold newspapers at busy intersections within the City of Schenectady, and

WHEREAS,  The Kiwanis Club of Schenectady has rung the Salvation Army Kettle Bell at Christmastime since 1952; and

WHEREAS,  The Schenectady Kiwanis Club has elected one District Governor, Dr. Lawrence C. Hall, in 1955 and five District Lieutenant Governors of Kiwanis; and

WHEREAS, in July, 1987, Kiwanis International voted to admit women to membership, and The Kiwanis Club of Schenectady was one of the first clubs to welcome women as members and officers, and

WHEREAS, Certain members of the Kiwanis Club of Schenectady have served as elected officials for the City of Schenectady and the State of New York, and

WHEREAS,   The Schenectady Kiwanis Club’s Fundraising efforts have supported various youth programs in our community including Key Clubs, the Boys and Girls Club of Schenectady, Girls, Inc., Junior Achievement, Northeast Parent and Child Society, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Schenectady County 4H, Schenectady Inner City Ministry, the YWCA, Sunnyview Rehabilitation Hospital, and annual Kiwanis Scholarships, and

WHEREAS,   The Mayor and the City of Schenectady wish to recognize and celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Kiwanis Club of Schenectady, its notable achievements and history 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GARY MCCARTHY, Mayor of the City of Schenectady, do hereby proclaim May 15th, 2019 as Kiwanis Club of Schenectady Day in the City of Schenectady, and thank them for their years of dedication, devotion and service to our community.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I Have Hereunto Set My Hand and Cause the Seal of the City of Schenectady to be Affixed this 15th day of  May, 2019.
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