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[bookmark: _GoBack]In Spring of 2025, both the Children’s Museum of SWLA and the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries will offer fun and educational experiences for children and their families all in one convenient location, Port Wonder! A new collaborative project between the Kiwanis Clubs of Division 12, CHRISTUS Ochsner SWLA Foundation, Children’s Miracle Network, Families for Inclusion, Downs Syndrome Association of SWLA and the St. Nicholas Center for Children will bring an outdoor fully inclusive playground exhibit to the museum.

Dyna-Play and Landscape Structures have designed this inclusive playground for children of all abilities to play and interact together. We are working with the Port Wonder architects and CSRS to coordinate the underground utilities and additional cement needed to complete the playground project. The playground exhibit design includes several components. There is one large structure made of several interactive pieces and some smaller structure components. If fundraising falls short or we do not receive matching grant funds for the entire design plan, each small part of the playground will be added as funding allows.

FAQS

How can I or my group/company participate?
Any person or Group/Company can contribute towards the playground project.

What is the goal for the Playground Project?
The overall project goal is $800,000.

What is the incentive for me or my group/company.
This project is a generational type of project that will benefit children and families for years to come. Each person or group that makes a commitment to the playground project will be recognized on signage around the playground area and will be a part of the playground grand opening.

Who will be able to play on the playground?
The playground exhibit will be a fully inclusive playground and accessible to all children visiting the Children’s Museum. This allows children of all ages, abilities, and developmental stages to safely play together. The combined activity zones reflect the needs of all kids while promoting enjoyment and growth while nurturing development. An inclusive playground helps develop sensory and cognitive skills, helps reduce prejudice and supports social integration.

Will the playground have a fee?
Yes, the playground exhibit is included with the paid admission fee to enter the Children’s Museum. Think of the playground as another museum exhibit, it is just outside! For safety and liability reasons, the playground will be fully enclosed and only open during regular museum hours of operation.

Who will be in charge of the playground maintenance?
The Children’s Museum staff will be responsible for the playground exhibit upkeep.

If I or my Group/Company is ready to make our pledge, what do we do?
Please email Allyson Montgomery, Executive Director of the Children’s Museum at Allyson@swlakids.org with your pledge and/or questions. Please also copy Danny Lewis, Kiwanis South Lake Charles, at ldanny15@yahoo.com. Checks will be made payable to The Children’s Museum of SWLA. Please include Kiwanis Playground Project in the memo and include a note with the donation. Please mail donations to The Children’s Museum of SWLA, P.O. Box 7577 Lake Charles, LA  70606-7577.
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